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‘Je ne regrette rlen... 
perhaps I have been a 
little careless’ 

- Edith Cresson, French Commissioner 


‘I note with considerable 
satisfaction that I am 
whiter than white’ 

-Jacques Santer, EC President 


‘It’s a disaster... and it 
requires ruthless determi- 
nation to deal with’ 

- Sir Leon Brittan, EC vice-president 


’The President of the 
Commission should leave 
as soon as possible 

- Tony Blair. British Prime Minister 
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Santer must go now - Blair 
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TONY Blair called last night 
for Jacques Santer to pay the 
price for the fraud and mis- 
management exposed by (he of- 
ficial inquiry into tbe European 
Co mm ission by standing down 
immediately as President 

After an unrepentant Mr 
Santer told a Brussels press 
conference he was “whiter than 
white". Mr Blair told tbe Com- 
mons that the Commissiorfs re- 
sponse to Monday’s hi ghly 
critical report had been “wholly 
inadequate". 

In an emergency statement 
on the biggest crisis in the 
EU's history the Primp- Minis- 
ter said: “The President of the 
Commission should leave as . 
soon as reasonably and practK 
cally possible.” 

During two hoursef talks iD 
Downing Street last night, Mr 
Blair urged Gerhard SchrOdex; 
the German Chancellor and 
holder of the European Union’s 
rotating presidency, to seek 
fast-track agreement on a suc- 
cessor to Mr Santer at s sum- 


by Stephen Castle 
and Andrew Grace 

but be has publicly endorsed 
Romano Prtxfi, a former prime 
minister of Italy. 

Privately; pro-EU British 
ministers fear the Brussels 
fiasco will harden British pub- 
lic opinion against the ETJ and 
joining the single currency 

But Mr Blair went on the of- 
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mit of EU leaders in Berfin next 
I week. But Mr SrimOder warned 
I that it could take longer to find 
an acceptable candidate. 
r The summit, which Is due to 

agree anewEUfinxfing system 
and reform the common agri- 
1 cnlturalpolicy, will now be over- 
shadowed by the fiasco in 
Brussels. - • 

Mr Blair believes the prior- 
ity is to remove Mr Santer and 
j install a successor who can 
driv e through reforms to the 
EU. He opposes the idea of a 
caretaker president - sudh as 
Sir Leon Brittan, the Commis- 
sion Vice-President - running 
the Commission until January; 
when Mr Santeris five-year 
term comes to an end 
Mr Blair said: “The new 
president must be a political 
heavyweight, capably of pro- 
viding leadership and authority 
to the Commission.” Downing 
Street refused to say whom Mr 
Blair was backing for the post. 


paper to Mr Schrfider propos- 
ing “root and branch reform” to 
the way the Commission oper- 
ates, including a crackdown 
on fraud, financial misman- 
agement and what Downing 
. Street called the “jobsEfor-the- 
bqys culture” in Brussels. 

One minister said: “The door 
is now open to radical reform 
m Europe ft is an argument we 
can win if we are bold enough. 
Reform is tbe onfy way the EU 
can recover its credibility.” 
Earlier; in Brussels, Mr 
Schrtkler said he wanted “to 
take a decision rapidly”, and 
hinted that Mr Santeris role as 
caretaker president will be 
shortlived. 

HiaHnllti Bail an angr yp i- p^ - 
conference atwhkfa Mr Santer ” 
declared himself to be “whiter 
than white", and attacked the 
conclusions of the report as 
“unbalanced”. Mr Santer and - 
several fellow commissioners 
were furious about tbe final 
chapter to the 144-page docu- 
ment which accused than of 
foiling to accept political re- 
sponsibility for tiie culture of 
corruption. He said the con- 
clusions were “totally unjusti- 
fied” and “shameful”. 

“I cannot accept this affir- 
mation that the Commission 
has been responsible for fraud, 
irregularities and mismanage- 
ment," he said. 

Edith Cresson, the commis- 
sianer most seriously criticised, 
volunteered: “Perhaps I have 
been afittie careless.” 

Coll e agu es and adversaries 
moved qiriefety to slap down Mr 
Santee Tbe President affhe Eu- 
ropean Parliament, Jose Maria 
Gfi-Robles, backed the inquiry 
findings and demanded a quick 
s olution to tbe crisis. He said: 
“No one in our countries could 
imagine that a government 
which stands down because it 
doesn’t have parliamentary 
confidence could stay in place 
for another nim> months until 
another government is ejected.” 
Even Sir Leon said; “I don't 
think this is time tf> carp nt. 

the content or cavil at the ward- 
ing of the report It stands on 
its own merits.” 



Jacques Santer; who rejected the highly critical report into the European Commission as ‘wholly inadequate* and declared himself ‘whiter thaw white* 

The last stand of the Burgermeister 


IT WAS the Bur-germeister’s 
Last stand, a final puffing of the 
petty functionary’s chest a 
valedictory outpouring of right- 
eous indignation that anyone 
should have the impertinence 
to suggest that he might have 
foiled in his job. It was also an 
unmitigated disaster 

When Jacques Santer took . 
the rostrum in 'Brussels yes- 
terday on the morning after the 
report of the n ight before, a 
touch of contrition from the 
Commission’s President might 
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By Rupert Cornwell 

yet have earned forgiveness. 
Not, however; after a perfor- 
mance that gave the word “tm- 
pertmence” new meaning. 

“I reject the conclusions of 
the report,” he declared for 
openers. “The picture is dis- 
torted ... wholly unjustified." 
It was “a slur” on the reputa- 
tion of 19,000 toiling and hon- 
est Eurocrats. And then the 
most breathtaking assertion 
of aU, that the independent ex- 


£AOOm bill for Airbus 

Airbus Industrie has a £400m 
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peris had found his own per- 
formance to be “whiter than 
white". 

A curious proposition, to 
put it mildly given bow the re- 
port singled out Mr Santer in 
person for failing to take a 
“meaningful interest” in the 
Commission’s Security Office, 
which had been permitted to 
turn into “a state within state”. 

It was the spluttering out- 
rage of a mayor of a middle- 
sized dty caught napping after 
one decent lunch too many - 


which in a sense exactly de- 
scribes the previous job expe- 
rience of Jacques Santer, the 
one-time Prime Minister of 
the 350,000 good citizens of the 
little state of Luxembourg. 

That Mr Santer was pro- 
moted so greatly beyond his 
station is to tbe credit of our 
own former prime minister 
John Mgjon who out of pique in 
1994 vetoed the widely 
favoured candidacy of the Bel- 
gian Prime Minister Jean -Lac 
Dehaenc. 


Tbe current Prime Minister 
yesterday was not so support- 
ive. “I will be blunt," said Mr 
Blair. 

“We cannot have the next 
president decided in tbe same 
way as tbe last, debating the 
narrow interests of one coun- 
try or another. 

“The top jobs, not just in the 
Commission, but throughout 
the European institutions, 
should go to the top people. 
Merit and merit alone should 
deride," he said. 
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Europe is beheaded after 1 


Prodi is the 
front-runner 
for presidency 


ROMANO PRODI. the former 
Italian prime minis ter; and 
Javier Solana, Nato’s secre- 
tary-general emerged as early 
favourites to succeed Jacques 
Santer as European Commis- 
sion president 

As European leaders came 
under pressure to choose his 
successor next week, he is- 
sued a strong defence of his 
tenure of office, and one which 
united MEPs in disbelief. 

As jockeying for key posts 
began, it emerged that Mr 
Solana's prospects depend on 
winning the support of the 
Spanish Prime Minister; Jose 
Maria Aznar. The two men 
cone from rival parties and per- 
sonal relations between them 
are not dose. 

Mr Prodi has the backing of 
Massimo D’Alema, his succes- 
sor as Prime Minister 

The field of candidates to 
take over from Mr Santer also 
indudes Rudolf Scharping, 
Germany’s Defence Minister, 
while outside possibilities in- 
clude Wim Kofe and Antonio 
Guterres, the Dutch and Por- 
tuguese Prime Minis ters, Both 
are still in office and might find 
it difficult to extract themselves 
from their present posts. 

Despite pressure from sev- 
eral countries, including 
Britain, for a quick resolution 
of the crisis, the timetable for 
the replacement of the Santer 
commission remains unclean 

There is speculation that a 
temporary candidate may take 
over from Mr Santer and would 
then see the Commission 
through to the end of the year. 


By Stephen Castle 
in Brussels 

That might leave the way open 
for senior figures such as Hans 
van den Broek, foreign affairs 
commissonei; or Sir Leon Brit- 
tan, Commission vice-presi- 
dent, although his prospects 
may suffer from the feet Britain 
is not a member of the single 
currency. 

It is more likely a new pres- 
ident will be selected after an 
agreement fay all 15 EU lead- 
ers, and that he or she wifi get 
a six-month mandate at first, 
with the expectation of a five- 
year term starting in 2000. 

That could leave the way 
open for at least some of the 
current commissioners to stay 
on until the end of the yean Ger- 
many indicated yesterday that 
it wishes to see the present 
regime staying in place as care- 
takers untfi the June Euro- 
pean elections. But that was 
opposed fay the European Par- 
liament, as MEPs are con- 
vinced the adminis tration must 
be removed before they have to 
face the voters. 

Whatever happens, the 
shape of the new Commission 
will be very different, and only 
a minority of those now in office 
are likely to return to Brussels. 
Neil Kinnoek, the British trans- 
port commissioner, received 
the Government's backing for 
a second term of office. Sir 
Leon is due to step down at the 
end of December: 

The list of those who face the 
axe indudes Edith Cresson, 
former French prime minister 
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Germany’s Chancellor Gerhard Schroder (right), current EU president, and Tony Blair at Downing Street yesterday Mr Schroder appealed for calm on the EU 


and commissioner for research 
and education, who was at the 
centre of the crisis; the Com- 
mission vice-president Manuel 
Marin, who was planning to 
step down; Anita Gradin, com- 
missioner for financial control; 
Padraig Flynn, commissioner 
for employment and social af- 
fairs; and Martin R angpmann 
the c nmmissinnpr for industri- 


al affair s 

Mr van den Broek and Chris- 
tos Papoutsis, the energy com- 
missioner; are expected to bow 
out at the end of the yean If no 
substantial figure is chosen, 
either Sir Leon or Mr van den 
Broek could be appointed as a 
stop-gap. 

Mr Santer may have sealed 
his fete and ensured his eariy 


departure with a dramatic re- 
action to the conclusions of 
the report of a committee of in- 
dependent experts. 

The President of the Com- 
mission described himself as 
“whiter than white". His team 
•of 20 commissioners could not 
accept the conclusion that it 
“has to bear responsibility for 
fraud, irregularities anH mis- 


management”. Ms Cresson 
poured petrol on the flames by 
telling reporters she had been 
“careless", which produced an 
outcry among MEPs. Alan Don- 
nelly. leader of Labour's 60 
MEPs, said Mr Santer was “in 
denial". The President of the 
European Parliament, Jose 
Maria Gfi-Robles, also backed 
the report unambiguously. 


Its conditions argued that po- 
litical responsibility “cannot be 
a vague idea, a concept which in 
practice proves unrealistic". It 
added: “The studies carried out 
by the co m m i ttee have too often 
revealed a growing reluctance 
among the members of the hi- 
erarchy to acknowledge their re- 
sponsibility. It is becoming 
difficult to find anyone who has 


even the slightest sense of re* - ; 
sponsibility”. Although there : 
was no evidence of a case ' 
“where a comimssionenwis efi-’ 
rectly and personally involved in 
fraudulent activities", there' 
were instances where “core 
missioners or the Commission ' 
as a whole bears responsibility - 
for instances of fraud, irregu- 
larities or mismanagement". . ' 


Euro-sceptics ready to capitalise on the confusion 


BRITISH MINISTERS fear that 
the crisis in Brussels will play 
into the hands of the Euro- 
sceptics and make it harder for 
Tony Blair to win public support 
for joining the single 
currency. 

Vesterday Mr Blair sought to 
turn the debacle to his advan- 
tage by unveiling plans for 
wide-ranging reform of the 
European Commission. 

Allies insisted that he now 
had a golden opportunity to per- 
suade other EU countries to 


By Andrew Grice 
Political Editor 

force “complacent" member 
states, led by France, to accept 
radical reforms. 

Privately, however pro-EU 
ministers were gloomy. “Tt is a 
significant setback," said one. 
“We thought we had lolled off 
the main .bogeyman when 
Oskar Lafontaine [the German 
Finance Minister] resigned. 
Now the sceptics have found 
another one in the Commis- 
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FORECAST 


interludes over coasts and 


kefy to bi 
id hills In 


the north and west. Scotland and Northern Ire- 


land will also be very mild with sunny Intervals developing in sheltered eastern 
areas, but western regions will have a lot of doud and some local drizzle. 

London. SE England, E Angus, S Midlands, E England: Very mild with early 
cloud breaking to leave decent sunny spells. A light and variable breeze. Max 
temp I3-16C (55-61 F). 

Cent S England, W Midlands; Early rog lifting CO leave warm sunshine. A light 
and variable breeze. Max temp 1 3-1 6C (55-6 IF). 

Channel h, $W England: Mild with plenty oF sunshine, but patchy mist and log 
on some coasts and lulls. A light and variable wind. Max temp I I-13C (52-55F). 
Cm N England, NW ft NE England, Wales, Lake Disc, Me of HUik Rather 
cloudy across the hills, but mild with periods of sunshine elsewhere. A Tight west 
to south-westerly wind. Max temp 13-15C (55-59FJ. 

NEAK Scotland, Edinburgh, Aberdeen: Some cloud over the hills, but mild 
and dry with good sunny periods elsewhere. A moderate south-westerly wind. 
Max temp H-1 AC (52-57F). 

MW * SW Scotland, Glasgow, N A Iff tales: Rather cloudy with same drizzle 
on coasts and hills, but ml Ip with a Few sunny, bnsahsoossible. A moderate to 
fresh south-westerly wind. Max temp 10-12C (50-54F). 

N Ireland: Cloudy on western coasts and hills but dry and mild with good sunny 
spells elsewhere. A moderate south-westerly wind. Max cemp 1 1-1 AC (52-57F). 

OUTLOOK 

It will rum noticeably colder with sunny spells and showers In most places. The 
showers will be heaviest and most Frequent In the north with steer and snow 
mixed In. Drifting snow is likely over the 5eocdsh hills. 

* ' " TRAVEL " 


London: A12 Green Man Roundabout, 
Loytonstone. Major roadworks on new 
Mil Hnk road. Unffl 3 1st December. 
Bristol: MS JIB-19. Major fto adwnrtcs on 
AvonmcMh Bridge. UW 23rd June 2001. 
Wwwidttfta*: M42 Between J1Q TarrmOrlft 
sarvfcn and J9 Sultan Cddfefd. Roadnata 
and contraflow. W» 23rd April- „ 
South YbricsMtiK Ml Between J34 Tinsisy 
Viaduct (A61081 & J34 Tinsley Vbfflict 
(A6I78). Sheffield. Carriageway ss reduced 
to two lanes southbound. Until 21st 
November 2000. 

Gloucestershire: A40 Lansdown Rd. 


Cheltenham. Closed duo to raadwoite 
inbound. Drwisoos In place. Until 1st June. 
CoJUitrfm: A1 Kings way, Dunmunay. 
Ro adworks, various lane restrttaom. Until 
I s£ August 

Derbyshire: A 5 Between Derby Southern 
Bypass (AS0| and Stands* Road round- 
abouL East of Ahraskm. Contraflow tor work 
on now ASO. Undl 15th OootMr. 

AA Road watch: Call 0336 401777 For 
The latest local and national traffic news. 
Source: The AunnwMe Association. Calls 
tiwged at 50p per min [Inc VAR. 


sion." Some ministers even 
predicted that Mr Blair would 
be forced to delay the referen- 
dum he had planned to call after 
the next general election. 

In an emergency Commons 
statement, Mr Blair agreed 
that “Europhobes” could ex- 
ploit the crisis, but insisted 
that it was an “opportunity to 
push through root-and-branch 
reform of the Commission." 

Last night he submitted a 
paper on Britain’s plans to 
shake up the Commission to 


LIGHTING UP 


Bolftst 6.30pm to 6. 32am 

Birmingham 6.14pm to 6.16am 

Bristol 6. 1 7pm to 6.1 9am 

Glass 0 * 1 6.24pm to 6.26am 

London 6.08pm to 6.09am 

Manchester 6.16pm to 6.18am 

Newcastle 6.13pm to 6.15am 


HIGH TIDES 


D ov er 

Dun Laogbairo 

ftafanooth 

Greenock 

Harwich 

Holyhead 

HaO (Albert Dk 

Khp Lynn 


BWlFord Haven 
Newquay 


PwllheB 

S carborough 

"HA 

Height measured 


AM HT 
6.53 13.5 
5.1 1 4.4 
5.24 5.4 
10.37 6.5 
11.04 4.1 
4.55 5.2 
12.03 3.1 
11.44 4.0 
10.00 5.7 
) 6.02 8.5 
6.03 6.7 
2.14 5.4 
10.56 9.6 
5.52 7.0 

4.44 7.0 
6.42 2.0 

10.56 4.6 
7.46 5.0 

3.45 5.5 

10.57 3.6 
er metres 


AIR QUALITY 

Today's readings 


London 
S England 
Males 
C England 
N England 
Scotland 
N Ireland 


NO, SO, 

Moderate Good 
Moderate Good 
Good Good 
Moderate Good 
Good Good 
Goad Good 
Good Good 


SUN A MOON 


San rises: 06. 1 1 
San sen: 1 8.08 

Moon rfses-.06.21 
Moor sees: 17.49 
New moom today 


WEATHERLINE 

For die latest Ksecnts dial 08S1 5009 
followed by the two tSgto for yow area. 
Source: The Met. Office Cafe charged at 
SOp per min (Inc VAT) 
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Gerhard Schroder, the Ger- 
man Chancellor, when they 
held talks in Downing Street 
The sweeping changes pro- 
posed include: 

■ A new contract between the 
Brussels Commission and the 
European Council - the heads 
of government of the 15 EU 
member states. 

■Setting up an independent in- 
vestigation office to probe fraud 

and financial irregularities. 

■ An overhaul of the commis- 
sion’s auditing procedures, 


EXTREMES 

Bhraaest: Walton on Thames 15C (59F) 
Coldest (day): Scalloway 8C |46FJ 
Wettest: A/ltbea 0.79 mm 
Snwd ss r Lewes 10.8 hr* 

For 24hre to 2pm Tuesday 


PM HT i 
7.15 13.5 
5.29 4.4 
5.48 5.4 , 
1 1.00 6.8 
1134 40 1 
5.19 S_2 
13.29 3.4 ! 

10214 5.6 I 
6.10 8.8 
6.09 7.3 
228 5.6 
11.18 9.5 
614 7.0 
5.05 7 JO 
7.17 2.0 
1124 6.7 
8.07 5.0 
3.53 5.7 
7132 3.5 
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Mb 
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mm 
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Aberdeen 

1J 

0.3 

11 

52 

Anglesey 

7.2 

0 

11 

52 

Avlemore 

0.8 

0.3 

12 

54 

Belfast 

0.5 

0.3 

13 

55 

Birmingham 

n/a 

0 

14 

57 

Boumemouth 

10 J 

0 

13 

55 

Bristol 

7.3 

0 

15 

59 

Buxton 

7.3 

0 

12 

54 

Cardiff 

9.9 

0 

15 

59 

Clacton 

8.7 

0 

6 

46 

Cromer 

3.6 

0 

12 

54 

Edinburgh 

1.1 

O.S 

14 

57 

Exmoutn 

8.7 

0 

11 

52 

Fishguard 

7.2 

0 

12 

54 

Folkestone 

9.7 

0 

12 

54 

Glasgow 

Hastings 

0.1 

9.7 

2.8 

0 

12 

11 

54 

52 

Hove 

7J 

0 

11 

52 

tsle-of-man 

2.6 

0.3 

11 

52 

Isle-of-wlght 

iVa 

0 

12 

54 

Jersey 

iVa 

0 

12 

54 

Kendal 

2.3 

0 

11 

52 

Leeds 

6.2 

0 

14 

57 

Lerwick 

0 

7.1 

8 

46 

Littlehampton 

9.9 

0.3 

13 

55 

London 

7.3 

0 

16 

61 

Lowestoft 

2.7 

0 

11 

52 

Manchester 

7J 

0 

14 

57 

Margate 

9.4 

0 

13 

55 

Morecambe 

2.3 

0 

12 

54 

Newcastle 

4.5 

0 

13 

55 

Newquay 

8.3 

0 

12 

54 

Norwich 

nFa 




Oxford 

7.6 

0 

14 

57 

Ross-oft-wye 

9.4 

0.01 

14 

57 

5akombe 

n/a 




Scarborough 

8J 

0 

13 

55 

Shrewsbury 

n/a 

0 

13 

55 

Southend 

5.6 

0 

11 

52 

Southport 

n/a 




Stornoway 

0.3 

12.7 

TO 

50 

Swanage 

10 2 

0 

12 

54 

Tenby 

73 

0 

11 

52 

Ibrquay 

5.6 

0 

11 

52 

Weuon-s-maie 

n/a 




VHeymouch 

n/a 




2A boon to 6pm (GMT) Monday* 
faHtarnudoji by PR WeathexCantre 


Rain or 
Shine... 

THE RISK OF being hit by 
lightning in Singapore has 
become so high that the gov- 
ernment is erecting special 
lighting shelters and fitting 
school playgrounds wife earty- 
waming devices. 

Yesterday one Thai labour- 
er was kflkd and another in- 
jured when fightnmg struck 
their construction site. Singa- 
pore has one of, the world's 
highest rates of lightning 
strikes -20 per sq km each year 


financial management, spend- 
ing plans and awarding of 
contracts. 

■ Commission officials to be 
fully accountable for their bud- 
gets and programmes. 
■Anew disciplinary procedure 
for staff who fell short of 
expectations. 

Mr Blair also endorsed the 
reforms proposed by the Brus- 
sels inquiry report, which he 
said had “revealed a sad cata- 
logue erf negligence and mis- 
management”. But he reacted 


coolly to demands for the Eu- 
ropean Parliament to be given' 
greater powers to hold the Brus- 
sels bureaucracy to account 

He called for Jacques Santeq 
the Commission President to 
leave “as soon as reasonably 
and practically possible”. 

Cabinet sources said the 
new preadent would have to be 
fully committed to reform. “We 
need a new broom for the pro- 
ject to have credibility.” said 
an insider 

Mr Blair said that Mr Santer 
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was by no m eans solely re- 
sponsible for the problems, and 
he pointed the finger of blame 
at John Major, the former 
prime minister, who played a 
crucial role in securing 
Mr Santer’s appointment by 
vetoing moves to install Jean- 
Luc Dehaene, the Belgian 
Prime Minister 
Mr Blair called for an end to 
the “horse-trading” which re- 
sulted in the outsider Mr San- 
ter getting the job five years 
ago. “The top jobs should go to 


the top people. Merit and merit 
alone should decide." he said: 

The Tories were buoyed by 
the controversy, which coyfcf 
boost their prospects in the 
elections for the European 
Parliament in June. 

The Opposition criticised 
Mr Blair for foiling to team a 
key lesson from the Brussels 
inquiry “The EU tries to do too ' 
much and interferes too often. 
It should be doing less, and 
doing it better," said William 
Hague, the Tory leader. 


Nations rush 
to back their 
own members 


THE CITIZENS of Europe woke 
up to a frightening vacuum at 
the heart of the Brussels bu- 
reaucracy yesterday, but were 
quickly reassured by a wave of 
solidarity bursting from every 
capital of the continent Soli- 
darity, that is, for each nation’s 
representative in Brussels. 

Britain proudly led the way 
once more, with Tony Blair rah 
tying behind his beleaguered 
commissioners, Messrs Kin- 
nock and Brittan. The others 
soon followed. 

Italy for instance, expressed 
itself appalled by the goings-on 
in Brussels, and demanded 
that the new co mmiss ioners be 
appointed quicktyr. The two Ital- 
ian members of the discredited 
body Emma Bonino and Mario 
Monti, were, of course, totally 
beyond reproach. 


wvemaasm expresses 
solidarity and appreciation for 
their deep commitment during 
these years ... and also for the 
correctness of their work, 

which was confirmed by the in- 
dependent committee,” Rome 
swiftty declared. 

Finland seemed delighted 
with the mass resignation, $ay- 
mg it should pave the way for 
a more efficient successor. But 
the Finnish Prime Minister 
Paavo Lipponen, did not want 
the clear-out to go too far. It 
should certainly not involve 
Erkki Ldkaaen, who was in 
charge of budgetary affairs. 

-The Finnish government 
has full confidence in Com- 
missioner Eridd Ijikanen," Mr 
Lipponen said. -«H e has been 
folly cleared in the report” 


BY Imre Karacs 

in Berlin 

So that's all right then. This - 
scandal, after ail, had nothing - 
to do with the EU budget 

And so it went on. “There is 
no doubt that a new Commis- 
sion must be appointed which 
has new people in important po- _ 
sitions," said Viktor Klima, the 
Austrian Chancellor. - - . 

Mr Klima obviously did not 
think the agricultural portfolio, 
which swallows a third of the _ 
EtFs budget is very “impor- 
tant”, for he quickly added the . . 
following caveat “That doesn't 
necessarily apply to afl. how- ■ 
ever ... and I personalty daft 
doubt the integrity of Commis- 
sioner Fischier." 

And yes... Franz Fischier 
the agriculture commissioner; 

is Austrian. 

Not all countries, it has to be 
said, proved so patriotic. The 
French government pointedly 
refrained from mentioning 
Edith Cresson's name. And 
Germany stopped short ot 
putting in a pfog on behalf of its 
two stalwarts. Both, in fact 
had been on the Why out for 
sound political reasons, and . 
the Foreign Minister Joschka 

Fischer’s Greens cannot wait to . ' 
fill one of those pairs of shoes: 

The Germans were In Wty. ' 
case too busy trying to find suc- 
cessors. Germany is sirfferiog. 
from a surfeit nf superannuated . 
politicians eminently qualified - 
for the top job in Brussels. ’ 
Alas, Helmut Kohl was rated" 
out by his par ty wi thin minhte*. 
of his hat landing in the ring- ' ' 


k 


te • 

:• 

Stx 1 S - 

-- 

'i. 

. - • ■»?,. ■ 

‘ S:.. 

;■ 

i k:--- ■ 

.t 

Vk ^ : 
■JC k'V.- 


,1 


Y 


V 





tNmhXirx. 




THE INDEPENDENT 

' Wednesday 17 March 1999 


EU IN CRISIS 


night of the long knives 


A completely 
Ignominious 
way for them 
to be sacked’ 
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THEBE WAS sot even a'hint of 
flfiat sex but tbeseosatiodal con- 
tents of the 140-page report into 
cronyism and fraud in the Eu- 
ropean Commission could not 
have generated a bigger media 
frenzy if the GBntoa investigator 
Kenneth Starr himself bad been 
i'Visading the inquiry. 

Hordes of journalists, televi- 
sion crews and photographers 
stampeded when the trolley 
laden with boxes of the first 
copies was wheeled into the Eu- 
ropean Parliament at 6.45pm. 
like bargain hunters on the first 
day ofHarrods 7 sale tfaeyjostled 
each other out of the way rip- 
ping copies away from rivals. 

Within seconds, they were 
leaping into taxis orbeOowing 
the juiciest quotes about 
France’s commissioner Edith 
Cresson and her dentist down 
mobile phones to every capital 
in Europe. 

A few hundred metres away 
at the Breydel buMng, the 
headquarters of the Commis- 
. son, fleets of black limousines 
i tfkere massed. Insad^ those com- 
missioners who had not been 
quizzed by the committee of 
wise men an Sunday were see- 
ing the report for the first time. 

Franz Fischter, the Austrian 
in charge of agriculture, was not 
mentioned inlhe document But 
as he turned the final page he 
told an aide to prepare a state- 
ment Whatever the outcome of 
the Commission's meeting, he 
would resign. “He just read the 
conclusions and he knew it was 
all over’’ a source said. 

MEPs were swift to bray for 
blood but at that stage on Mon- 
day evening the targets were 
just Ms Cresson and, to a less- 
er extent the Comnrisskm Pres- 
ident Jacques Santer. Pat Cox, 
fi\e Pariiamentfs liberal leadeq 
.hjnted that if Ms Cresson was 
lot gone before nightfall the 
game would be up. British T\wy 
MEP Edward McMHIan-Scott 
called a press conference 


by Katherine Butler 
in Brussels 

flanked tor Paul van Bm te nen, 
the CcmonssoD whistfe-blower 
who was suspended fir reveal- 
ing the corruption. The Tbries 

called for all 20 commissioners 
to be sacked but few imagined 
this would happen. 

*1 have been very lonely” the 
Dut chman said, “And I still am 
not certain about what is going 
to happen to me." 

Edith Cresson, the former 
commissioner for education 
and training whoyesterday de- 
fiantly said “Je ne regrette 
Tien", might have been think- 
ing along the same lines as Mr 
van Buitenen, but she was giv- 
ing nothing owqjc 

The Commission was sched- 
uled to meet at 9pm but the start 
timesEppedascammissoners 
and their aides pored over the 

docume nt S «ra>»hflH hmrrgMin 

food, expecting a long night 

But as the devastating im- 
plications of the conclusions 
sank in - particularly the charge 
that the commissioners had 
lost control and bad displayed 
not the slightest sense of polit- 
ical responsfofiily for the fraud 

was a final attempt to force Ms 
Cresson to take the rap. 

She had been singled out not 
only for idringher dentist in the 
fictitious capacity of visiting 
scientist, but also for deliber- 
ately misleading both her col- 
leagues and the European 
ftnlament over known fraud in 
the Leonardo scheme, a £400m 
youth training project. 

In ones and twos her col- 
leagues beats path to her door 
sq ggRS^g th at she nfi ght want 
to reconsider her position. But 
a phone call between Mr San- 
ter and Lionel Jospin, the 
Fi"m± Prune Minister; estab- 
lished what many had feared. 
The French were not going to 
allow a former prime minister 



Journalists watching Edith Cresson speaking at European Commission headquarters in Brussels before Jacques Santer announced the body's resignation * AFP 


to become the sacrificial lamb. 
In any case, commissioners 
and their private advisers were 
soon to witness their own 
demise on the closed circuit 
television link- It was an igno- 
minious way to be sacked. 

In the office of the British 
commissionei; Nefl Kinnock, 
there was consternation when 
only the Spanish interpreta- 
tion channel could be found. 
Ftofine Green, leader of the 200 
Socialists - who helped save the 

P rwnmiggip n a mass Rflrhrngin 

January — was about to mrfm 
her public statement 

That was the horning point 
She was now looking for the 
heads of all 20 commissioners. 

are calling cm the European 
Commission to accept respon- 
sfoffityforihe conclusions of the 


report and resign,” she said. 

The speculation in Brussels 
was that Mr Jospin’s decision 
to stand by Ms Cresson led in 
torn to pressure from Paris on 
the French Socialist MEPs. 
The Socialist move ensured 
that if the commissioners did 
not go, they would be pushed. 

“After that a great calm de- 
scended," recalled one official. 
“The choice was pretty dear” 
The Commission's meeting 
began at 10 . 20 pm with a four- 
minute introduction from 
Jacques Santer The massif 
ignation scenario was tabled 
immediately and met only 
short-lived resistance. 

Mtt Bjerregaard, the Dane 
in charge of environment poli- 
cy, was one of those who said 
die saw no reason to be tarred 


with the same brush as Ms 
Cresson. Yves-Thibault de Sfl- 
guy, France’s commissioner 
for monetary policy, said he 
thought everyone should have 
resigned in January when the 
censure motion was first voted. 

Both Mr Khmock and the 
Irish Padraig Flynn said that al- 
though the report was unbal- 
anced there was no response to 
the verdict but a collective res- 
ignation. Ms Cresson said little 
but maintained a demeanour 
one source summed up mere- 
ly as “Cressonesque". 

After agreeing to resign as 


a body the Commission ad- 
journed, leaving Mr Santer to 
compose himself and draft a 
statement for the press. Mr Fis- 
chler beat him to it with a 
statement announcing his own 
resignation. The game was up. 

At about 10 minutes to 
LOOam. a grim-faced Mr Santer 
took the lift down to the base- 
ment where the airless over- 
heated press centre was 
heaving with excitement It 
took only a few seconds. There 
were no questions allowed and 
Mr Santer returned to his office. 

The sun was shining yes- 


terday morning as the dis- 
graced commission team re- 
convened at the BreydeL Early 
interviews on French radio had 
caught Ms Cresson off guard. 
Ebr the first time she admitted 
she may have been “a little 
careless”, although she still 
had “no regrets". 

The crisis was the kind erf cri- 
sis you wily get in Brussels. Mr 
Santer appeared before the 
press again this time to say he 
was “whiter than white" and 
would be going down fighting 
“I do not accept that four years 
erf work can be reduced to six 


cases of irregularities." he said. 

Mr Fischler went to address 
a routine agricultural commit- 
tee meeting. Mr Kinnock met a 
delegation from the European 
electronics and aviation indus- 
try and the Finnish commis- 
sioner, Erkki Liikanen, bravely 
honoured a breakfast appoint- 
ment with journalists. 

It was left to the British 
trade commissioner Sir Leon 
Brittan, to sum up events of the 
previous night most succinct- 
ly. “It is a disaster” he said in 
a radio interview, as the new, 
uncertain dawn broke. 


ions rush 
>ack their 
i members 


Shadowy world of the 
‘state within a state’ 
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WHAT TOPPLED the Commis- 
sion was sot rinmnmg revela- 
tions of corruption but the 
shadowy world of former intel- 
ligence and army officers run- 
ning Jacques Santer's “state 
f^ftthin a state". 

The report painted a sinister 

picture of the security services 
that the President controlled, 
staffed by a former French in- 
telligence official, Claude 
WHIeme, and a one-time Bel- 
gian police coloneL 

Although thqy reported di- 
rectly to the office of Mr San- 
ten the palace guards became 
a law unto themselves, appar- 
ently beyond the control of the 
Commission’s most sector staff. 

The report complains that 
“no supervision was exercised 
and a ‘state within a state’ was 
allowed to develop". The secu- 
rity staff even put the Com- 
mission’s own internal 
fraud-busting team under sur- 


by Stephen Castle 
in Brussels 

veillance. The inquiry con- 
cluded that they were a clique, 
“a private dub for former po- 
lice officers from Brussels or 
the vidoily for whom special re- 
cruitment ‘competitions' were 
arranged”. 

The scandal which led to the 
investigation revolved around 
the awarding of a contract for 
security work to ffie British se- 
curity agency Group 4. 

The report starts in 1992, 
hi ghligh ting the behaviour of 
10 security guards who ac- 
companied the then commis- 
sioner Jacques Dolors to the 
Seville Bforid Exhibition. “Then- 
behaviour (feet on the table, 
heavy drinking etc) was con- 
sidered intolerable” it sakL 
However; when complaints 
were made, the director of the 
service simply “covered for his 



Delors: 1992 controversy 

staff”. The document sheds 
light cm how key posts in the se- 
curity service were allotted. 
“On the recommendation from 
the director of security in Bel- 
gium, the director of the secu- 
rity office recruited into the 
Commission Security Office an 
ex-colonel from the Belgian 
police Bn December 1997]". 


The ex-colonel then had to be 
moved from his post, five days 
after a heightened state of alert 
during the Gulf wan when “no 
particular measures had been 
taken". 

The report puts part of tee 
blame for tee state of the se- 
curity service cm Mr Santer and 
a lack of “meaningful interest’. 

The text directly indicts 
Edith Cresson for favouritism. 
The charge centres on her de- 
cision to employ Rene Berth- 
elot, a dentist from her home 
town of Chateflerautt as a sci- 
entific visitor It notes Mr 
Berthelofs frequent “ m issions” 
to ChatelLerault and says: “It 
is hard to understand why 
ChateBerault- should be almost 
the sole centre of interest of a 
visiting scientist whose remit- 
covered very wide fields." 

The report is on the website: 
hflp-J/www.europari^iunt/ex- 
perts 
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Worst moment for fiasco 
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if EUROPE’S most deadly 
enemy had been allowed to 
choose the moment erf the Eu- 
ropean XJmotfs biggest insti- 
tutional crisis in 42 years, he 
could havedo&eno bettor than 
this one. 


enmosse tf the European Ccm- 

nussion has decapitated the 
Ell’s central institution in tee 
run-up to lang-overctae deci- 
sions on regional and agriad- 
foralpolides, and financial and 
fstitutioiBlrefixm-allbfthem 

Preconditions to the pfenbedo*- 

targementtotheeast 
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ivvumes, mweoveqnuctw^y 

'• t^ughaGennanpresideaey 

thattastffireelingfronithed&- 

partureoffoe country's fimwyva 
1 P i m isteq and which has not 
covered its elf wite gtaiy in the 


BY RUPERT CORNWELL 

manngwnpnt ofEU affairs thus 
foe “Europe is not without lead- 
ership," Chancellor Gerhard 
ScbrOder asserted yesterday. 
Others might beg to differ 
Leaders of the 15 EU mem- 
ber countries cannot win. The 
choice Ees between allowing a 
caretaker Commission shorn 
of credibility to stay in office or 
dwotingpredoas time and en- 
ergy to the task of nominating 
a new one. A further complica- 
tionwiD be the June elections for 
the European PUrikmenL As- 
suming that the new assembly 
hfoistsoniterightfoai^rovea 
new executive, nothing may be 
setfled for three mantes at least 
But business will not wait 
The United States wQl not d&-. 


dare a moratorium in its double- 
barrelled trade assault on tee 
EU, against the banana import 
regime and the common agri- 
cultural policy. The financial 
markets will not give tee euro, 
which has dropped 8 pa- cent 
ghra* its January launch, the 
benefit of the doubt until the 
Comnnssfotfs house is in ardec 

Most important of all is 
Agenda 2000, reordering the 
farm and regional spending 
that accounts for the over- 
whdmmg bulk of the EU's an- 
nual budget and streamlining 
institution k which barely func- 
tion now and would cofl^ise en- 
tirely under tee weight of a 
union of 20 , 21 , or even 20. 

EU leaders were due to cut 
the Gordian knot at their sum- 
mit in Berlin nest week. Dis- 


tracted by the implosion in 
Brussels, they will now find 
the task even more difficult, and 
foewhotebusness may sEp into 

the second haffdf 1999, ly which 

time the Euro-novice Finland 
will have assumed the presi- 
dency M members accept that 
without a deal on Agenda 2000, 


Small wtmder teat Sir Leon 

Brittan, the outgoing vice-pres- 
ident of the Commission and 
Britain's senior representative 

in Brusssels, yesterday de- 
scribed events as “a ffisaster", 
which had to be handtecl with 
“ruthless determination" . 

But ruthless determination 

has not been a hallmark lately 
of eiteer the member states nor 

the Commission which runs 
Europe in their name. 


that feeling of sliding 
into the smallest 
space in the street 


now comes 
with 1 
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Chronic failure , at heart hospital 



‘So why 
didyou 
go into 
teaching, 
Miss 
Jones?’ 


A PICTURE of a chronically 
maifunctioning hospital was 
painted yesterday at the open- 
ing of the public inquiry into the 
deaths of babies who under- 
went heart surgery at Bristol 
Rpyal Infirmary. 

Hacey Clarke described fail- 
ures at every level in the care 
of her daughter Melissa, who 
died 10 days after undergoing 
heart surgery in October 1991. 


BY JEREMY LAURANCE 

Health Editor 


lack of care described by Mrs 
Claris®, 36, from Devon, ^ went far 
beyond the behaviour of the 


surgeons who were found giriUy 
of serious professional mis- 
conduct by the General Medical 
Council (GMC) last yeas She 
spoke of communication fail- 
ures, faults in equipment, lack 
of support and a reluctance to 
confront problems which re- 
sulted in Melissa being kept on 

a ventilator for days after she 
was brain dead. 

Mrs Clarke, who with her 
husband Graham is planning 


legal action against the infir- 
mary was the first of at least 500 
witnesses due to give evidence 
to the inquiry chaired by Ian 
Kennedy, professor of health 
law and ethics at University 
College, London. 

Melissa was born with the 
main arteries to her heart 
transposed, causing her fre- 
quency to turn blue because too 

little oxygen was getting into 
her blood. She was operated on 
by Janardan Dhasmana, one of 
the three doctors found guilty 
by the GMC last year. Hospital 


records show that the operation 
went weU. Mrs Clarke, who 
saw her daugh ter immediately 
after the surgery, said; “She 
looked lovely. She was pink and 
all the blue tinge had gone. I 
thought everything was fine." 

It emerged yesterday how- 
ever, that48 hours after the op- 
eration a problem occurred 
with the ventilator helping 
Melissa to breathe. A post- 
mortem examination report, 
which Mrs Clarke did not see 
until several years la tec said 
Melissa had suffered respira- 


tory failure “partially due to a 
nwhaniral failure in the ven- 
tilator*'. The report said it was 
“several hours" before “satis- 
factory oxygenation" was 
achieved. A second record re- 
ferred to “split tubes" on the 
ventilator. 

Mrs Clarke told the inquiry- 
“On the Thursday [nine days 
after the operation] I was not 
happy with what I was being 
told. I rang twice, the second 
time at lOJJOpm, and I spoke to 
a doctor who said everything 
was g oing as planned. Those 


words are ingrained on my 
mind." Next morning she and 
her husband were called to the 
hospital. “We walked into the In* 
tenshe care unit and all the ntjp*' 
es turned their backs on us." 

After a three hour wait tiie 
couple saw DrStephen Bolsin. 
the consultant anaesthetist 
credited with blowing the whis- 
tle on the surgery failures. He 
admitted there was no hope for 
Melissa and that she was brain- 
stem dead. 

The next day. the hospital 
told Mrs Clarke her daughter 


was still alive. She suggested it 
was time to switch off Ike veto 
tilutor. Half an hour later a 
nurse phoned to say Mdissa 
lud died in her arms. 

The infirmary omitted tom* . 
form lilt* Clarkes’ local hospital . 
in Exeter that Melissa had died 
;md six montiu- later the couple A - 
received a letter about a missed 
appointment Last month, eight : : 
years after their daughter’s-' 
'death, they learned the info* 
maiy had kepi her heart for two, ; 
months after the post-mortem. : ' 
examination. 


in 


-t 


Black youth 
in coma after 
racist beating 


Coining 

soontoa 

classroom 


near you: 
the pupils 
who select 
their 
teachers 


A BLACK teenager was seri- 
ously H in hospital last night 
after being beaten into a coma 
by a gang of white youths in a 
radafly motivated attack. 

David Virgo, 19, was 
pun died to the ground and 
then kicked unconscious after 
leaving a pub disco in the West 
Midlands with two friends on 
Saturday night. He recovered 
consciousness yesterday. 

Witnesses told police the 
trainee landscape gardener’s 
head was “kicked like a foot- 
ball". His mother June was at 
his bedside last ni ght at Rus- 
sells Hall Hospital in Dudley, 
where his condition was de- 
scribed as serious but stable. 

The attack is believed to be 
the most serious racial incident 
in Britain since the publication 
last month of Sir William 
Macphersotfs report into the 
death of the black teenager 
Stephen Lawrence. 

Detective Inspector John 
Larkin, of West Midlan ds 
Police, said: “We know David 
was viciously assaulted. He 
was punched to the floOT and re- 
peatedly kicked. One witness 
said his head was kicked like a 
football. 

“It was a racially motivated 
attack, mercilessly and brutal- 
ly inflicted. This was an horrif- 
ic and brutal assault on a lad 
who had gone out to eqjoyhim- 
seif for an evening with friends.” 


By Ian Burrell 
Home Affairs Correspondent 


Mr Virgo’s father; Eluid, said 
last night “When I was told 
what had happened to my son 
1 could not believe it . Nobody 
deserves to be treated like that 
The people who did tins are 
wicked men.” 

The victim's sister, Marie, 
aged 29, said: “1 was really 
shocked when I saw hnn His 
face was badly beaten and the 
major injuries are to his head. 
He is a fun-loving quiet lad 
who likes to go out with his 
mates. He never goes out look- 
ing for trouble." 

Chris Myant, of the Com- 
mission for Racial Equality, 
said the attack was a signal that 
society as a whole, not just the 
police, had to malm more stren- 
uous efforts to tackle racism. 

He said- “This shows that 
unfortunately there are young 
people in Britain who don’t ap- 
pear to have shared the general 
public response to the death of 
Stephen Lawrence.” 

Police believe there were 
three members of the white 
gang and are appealing for wit- 
nesses to the attack, which hap- 
pened at about lL30pm outside 
a fish and chip shop in Black- 
heath High Street Earlier in the 
evening Mr Virgo and his 
friends had visited a disco at the 
nearby George and Dragon pub. 







‘Sun’ sets 


on career 
of spin 
doctor 


BY RHYS WILLIAMS 
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An image of actor Terence Stamp will be on show in “The Eye That Never Sleeps* the first retrospective of 
work by British photographer Terence Donovan opening today at the Museum of London until 1 August 


the journalistic career at 1 
Peter Mandelson’s former aide, 
Benjamin Wfegg-Prossen ended 
before it began yesterday when 
it emerged that he will no 
longer be joining The Sun. 

Mr Wegg-Prosscr had been 
expecting to start work as ah 
assistant to the paper’s editoc - 
David Velland, next Tuesday 
However, following the hard- 
ening of The Sun’s opposition 
to the euro, the two sides have' 
agreed to part company even 
though, strictly speaking, they 
did not come together in the 
first place. Sources indicated 
that the split was also precipi- 
tated by fears among The Sun’s 
political staff tliat employing Mr . 
Wegg-Prosser would lead to 
accusations that it was dimh- ■ 
ing into bed with New Labour 
"The Sun has derided it is no 
longer appropriate to employ 
me following its decision to 
take a more emphatic line on 
the euro.” Mr Wegg-Prosser, H 
said yesterday. “HU has acted 
honourably throughout.” 

The Sun announced it was 
hiring the former Labour aide 
in the wake of Mr Manddsotfs 
resignation as Secretary of - 
State for Trade and Industry in. . 
January. Mr Wegg-Prosser was : 
expected to earn £43.000 for act- 
ingas a political adviser to Mr 
Velland. It is understood the 
paper’s political staff were de- 
cidedly cool about the idea. 


Thank you 
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more than 


just a smile 


Sainsburys 





Sainsburys raised £4*1 million 
jor Comic Relief - this is the biggest 
single donation Comic Relief 
has ever received. We’d like to say 
a huge thanks to our customers 
cmd staff jbr making this possible. 
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THE CHIEF Constable of 
Northampton police raised the 
stakes in the controversy sur- 
ronndmg Labour BSP Joe Ash- 
ton yesterday when he Hairrod 
the backbencher had given 
“mi steading" information to 
his officers. 

Chris Fox, the head of the 
force, appeared to directly con- 
tradict the Basse tlaw MP’s ac- 
count of how he was found in a 
massage parlour during a po- 
lice raid- 

i- Confirming for the first tirr»> 
- that Mr Ashton was on the 
premises in the Northampton 
partem; Mr R« said that his of- 
ficers bad been forced to run a 
computer check to check the 
MP’s identity. 

Mr Fox said that Mr Ashton 
was subsequently interviewed 
by police in the presence of his 
solicitor and detained to give a 
witness sta tement. 

The Police Constable said he 
had decided to give more de- 
tails about the raid on the Thai 
massage parlour in Northamp- 
ton last November because 
much ofthe information was al- 
ready in the piibfic domain. 

Fbur people were arrested 
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ual offences and a number of 
i Thai women were departed for 
breaches in the immigr ation 
rules. 

The police announcement 
came a day after Mr Ashton de- 
nied that be had taken part in or 
paid for any sexual services at 
the parlour and said be had not 
given ‘Inaccurate particulars” of 
his name and address- 

The 65-year-old MP said chi 
M onday that he was consider- 
ing calling for a full Police Com- 
plaints Authority inquiry into 
how bis name bad been leaked 
to newspapers. 

He claimed that the reports 
in Sunday tabloid newspapers 
could have only come from 
Northamptonshire Police and : 
warned thathe might take the ■ 


By Paul Waugh 
P olitical Correspondent 

matter up with the Data Pro- 
tection Registrar 
Mr Fok said yesterday that 
if any member of his staff was 
involved in leaking informa- 
tion to the media about the raid 
theywoold be “dealt with in the 
strongest possible way”. 

No official complaint had 
been received, but he sad that 
the force had its reputation 
and integrity to protect and 
would treat seriously any alle- 
g&ttons of breaches of confi- 
dentiality. 

“Allegations iff this kind can 
be extremely damaging to the 
force and I have yet to find out j 
why people are so sure that any 
leaks must have come from 
Northamptonshire police,” be 
said ‘There were a great many 
other people with knowledge of 
thin case - defendants, wit- 
nesses, legal representatives, 
other organisations and other 
individuals." 

He would be writing to Mr 
Ashton to ask him to substan- 
tiate fate allegations tfaatMa po- 
lice force might have been 
respooribtefor leaking details. 

A statement by the force 
said: "When questioned at the 
weekend about Mr Ashton’s 
presence at the massag e par 
lour during the raid, Norihainp- 
tanshire Police confirmed that 
one man was present when of- 
ficers executed their warrant 
“They saidhe was not com- 
mitting any offence and thathe 
declined to assist the police as 
a witness, which he was per- 
fectly entitled to do. 

“However; now that it is in 
the puhiic domain, Northamp- 
tonshire Police confirm that 
Mr Ashton was present at the 
massage parlour when the war- 
rants were executed.” 

The Labour Party refused to 
comment on the Chief Consta- 
ble’s statement; - 



Miss Audrey Coffins (left) and Miss Diana Rait Ken; among the first MCC women members, with a portrait of WG Grace Stiffim Rousseau 

Women enter Lord’s inner sanctum 


THE LONG Room at Lord’s 
cricket ground yesterdqy 
opened its doors to women 
mid made history when the 
Marjdehone Cricket Club 
(MCC) proudly displayed its 
first fenale members. 

The occasion marked the 
end of more than 200 years of 
resistance to women in this, 
themostfemousdnbzncrick- . 
et, and took place at the home 
of the sport • 

Tany Lewis, the MCC pres- 


By John Davison 

ident, said: *1 hope you eqjoy 
your membership. Don’t relax 
too much - we will need your 
experience and help as the cul- 
ture of this great dub 
changes.” 

Assuring the 10 women that 
they have "not been pawns in 
the popular game of social or 
political correctness'', he 

ing of the committee was sini- 


pty this _ we could not claim 
to be a great cricket dub un- 
less we had a women’s tram 
and women members. A sim- 
ple equation. The first MCC 
women’s team takes the field 
on May 11 in East Mdeseg? Sur- 
rey." 

It had been one matter for 
a committee to dedde on such 
a change and quite another to 
persuade almost 18,000 mem- 
bers to agree with iL “It was 
like turning an ocean-going 


finer through 180 degrees,” he 
said. 

One of the first women 
members, former England 
women’s cricket captain 
Rachael Heyhoe Flint said: “I 
might be referred to as the cat- 
alyst, who in 1991 had the 

temerity to appfy to become a 
member." Among her sup- 
porters was the late commen- 
tator Brian Johnston, and she 
said: T wish Johnners was 
here today because during 
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Chess 
to get 
sport 
status 


By John Davison 

THERE was rejoicing in the 
cerebral world of chess yester- 
day fallowing the news that the 
game of wit and guile is about 
to make it to fell sporting status 

Being ranked alongside the 
likes of football athletics and 
synchronised swimming means 
I that chess would be etigfole for 
grants from sporting bodies. 

The announcement was 
made by Tbpy Banks, the Sports 
minister in a Commons debate 
on Monday who said the Gov- 
ernment was willing to legislate 
for the necessary changes. The 
British sports councils would 
also have to change their royal 
charters in order to accommo- 
date chess, he said, after which 
the new “sport" should also be 
eligible for tottery funding. 

“This is excellent news." said 
Robin Mackley a director of the 
British Chess federation. “It is 
something we have been striv- 
ing to achieve for many years ” 

But difficulties revolve about 
the definition of a sport in the 
1937. Physical lYaining and 
Recreation Act. which incon- 
venient^' for chess indudes the 
idea of some degree of physical 
effort No problem, said the 
bold Mr Banks, he wQl simply 
have it altered. Chess and other 
“mind games” are to included 
in a “cultural framework Bill" 

The debate was introduced 
by Evan Harris, Liberal De- 
mocrat MP for Oxford attest and 
Abingdon, himself a former 
srWribqy chess champion. He 
pointed out that Britain was the 
second- or third-best chess na- 
tion in the warid.**Our success 
at it is something we should be 
more proud of,” be said. 

Support from an unexpected 
source came from Ellery Han- 
ley the legendary rugby league 
player and coach at St Helens. 
“It’s got my vote,” he said, hav- 
ing been assured thathe wasn't 
the victim of a “wind up". “I 
think it is good to have an out- 
let in doing something else. 
Mine is chess ... It gives you 
that time to think, and patience 
as well” 

Eric Cantona, that other 
sporting sage, could not have 
put it better: 

Leading article. 
Review page 3 


the progress of this, he kept 
saying to me, it will eventual- 
ly happen, but I doubt whether 
1 shall see it in my lifetime*." 

Fbrmer England cricketer 
Lord Cowdrey said think ifs 
a wonderful day and I look for- 
ward to the day when the MCC 
laffies cricket team makes a big 
impact in the game." 

Another fbrmer England 
captain, Ted Dexter said: “It 
it just took a little time to see 
the wood from the trees." 
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A suburban nightmare of a THRILLER with one of the 
Best TWIST endings in years 


Peter .Morgan UP, 'CUT 
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Food for 
thought 


Reading tlu.* labels on food won’t necessarily tdl you if the ingredients 
have been genetically modified. So how do you know what you're eating? 
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Nelson assassination: Kent chief constable will head murder inquiry in effort to quell rumours 


the independent W*. 

WeJ.H’uU I ? Ms*-* 

over links to bombing 


Police to investigate RUC ‘collusion 


By David Mckittrick 
Ireland Correspondent 

THE ROSEMARY Nelson killing 
and the unanswered questions 
surrounding it yesterday re- 
sulted in the Royal Ulster Con- 
stabulary calling in officers 
from England and from the 
FBI to assist in its investigation. 

The move followed a wave of 
criticism and allegations 
against the RUC from nation- 
alist and human rights sources. 
With accusations of collusion 
thick in the ear, the force clear- 
ly believed it had to move swift- 
ly to counter criticisms that it 
would be investigating itself. 

The Chief Constable, Sir 
Ronnie Flanagan, announced 
he had asked the Chief Con- 
stable of Kent, David Phillips, 
to head the investigation, and 
that the FBI would also be in- 
volved. He added: “I think it is 
important, when there are 
grave concerns about Airs Nel- 
son on the international front, 
that their involvement will also 
give this investigation an in- 
ternational dimension as well 
as added independence. I 
recognise this is an unprece- 
dented case in the nature of the 
sort of allegations that have 
been made." 

In Washington, the Northern 
Ireland Secretary Mo Mowiam, 
described Mrs Nelson, who 
was fatally injured by an un- 
dercar boobytrap bomb on 
Monday, as “a brave woman 





Graffiti tha t appeared after the murder of Rosemary Nelson. The solicitor claimed she bad been the victim of ‘numerous death threats* from police officers Alan Lewis 


who stood up for what she be- 
lieved in and carried those be- 
liefs into her work”. 

Although the murder was 
claimed by the Red Hand De- 
fenders, a small grouping re- 
sponsible for two other killings 
in the past six months, the pos- 


sibility that it had help from a 
larger Loyalist organisation is 
befog investigated. Undercar 
bootstraps were a regular fea- 
ture of the IRA’s campaign of vi- 
olence until the early Nineties, 
but they have remained outside 
the capabilities of almost all loy- 


alist organisations. The excep- 
tion to this has been the Ulster 
Defence Association, which has 
mounted four such attacks in 
just over two years, one of 
which resulted in a death. 

The possibility of a large- 
scale return to UDA violence is 


of major concern to the au- 
thorities. All elements of the po- 
litical spectrum are wondering 
how the killing will affect the 
peace process and the chances 
of finding agreement on a new, 
developed government 
In Lurgan, Co Armagh, 


parish priest Esther Kieran 
McParian said Airs Hamilton's 
husband and three children 
were shocked and distressed by 
die killing “They are numb, 
feeling very helpless and in 
need of support and care” 

In the city of Londonderry. 
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solicitors staged a march to an 
RUC station. One of them. 
Paddy McDermott, said they 
wished to express disquiet at 
the murder and solidarity with 
the Nelson famil y “We wish to 
make it dear that we want to 
see a full and proper indepen- 


dent investigation into Rose- 
mary’s death and into the 
tii rents which were nude 
against her life." 

‘ panim Cumaraswanty. tht 
United Nations special fov^T 
tigator to whom Mrs Nelson 
had complained of police in- 
umidation, said he had feared 
for her life. Describing her as 
a very courageous human 
rights lawyer, he added: 
-Though i feared that Rose- 
mary's life was at stake. I realty 
didn’t expect this to happen to 
her and this is realty n shock." 

Mrs Nelson had been due to 
meet a police watchdog txxty 
on 30 March to hear the 
results of an mitigation into 
her complaints that she had 
been the subject of death 
threats and assaults from offi- 
cers of the RUC. She lad 
arranged to meet the Inde- 
pendent Police Complaints 
Commission to discuss tl* 
findings of an inquiry set Bp%" 
after a UN human rights 
report last year, which quoted 
complaints from Mrs Netem 
that she had been the victim of 
“numerous death threats". 

It was the latest in « long 
line of reports into human 
rights issues in Northern fife- 
land which describe a pattern 
in which RUC detectives ques- 
tioning paramilitary suspects 
are said to threaten boihibe 
suspects and their lawyers. 

Leading article, 
Review, pages 


Mowlam plea 
for gesture to 
end stalemate 


MO MOWLAM led a minute’s si- 
lence in Washington yesterday 
for the murdered soUdtor Rose- 
mary Nelson. The Secretary of 
State for Northern Ireland was 
in the United States for meet- 
ings and St Patrick’s Day cele- 
brations. 

Ms Nelson had been identi- 
fied by human rights groups as 
being at only “low-grade" risk 
in Northern Ireland, said 
Ms Mowiam. She had not want- 
ed protection from the RUC. 

Ms Mowlam said that she be- 
lieved a way out of the current 
impasse over the new Assem- 
bly was possible, and that 
Northern Ireland was “a hair’s 
breadth away" from a deal that 
would unblock progress on the 
new executive. 

British officials said that 
hopes were rising that a deal 
would be made following talks 
today in Washington between 
the leaders of the Northern 
Ireland political parties and 
President Bill Clinton. 

Ms Mowlam, Bertie Ahem, 
the Irish Prime Minister David 
Trimble, the First Minister, 
and Gerry Adams, leader of 
Sinn Fein, will all be in Wash- 
ington for the talks. 

“We are very for along this 
road. It would be a tragedy if we 
didirt keep on walking down it,’’ 
said Ms Mowlam. “A gesture .. . 
a beginning” was needed to 
end the stalemate between the 
nationalists and loyalists over 
whether Sim Fein could take its 
place in the executive before de- 
eommissioning began. “Every- 
body is going to have to move, 
everybody is going to have to do 
something," die said. 


BY ANDREW MARSHALL 
in Washington ' ’’ • 

David Trimble said that.be 
hoped President Clinton would 
ask Gerry Adams to begin de- 
commissioning. “The impor- 
tant thing that can be done by 
people here in Washington is to 
use what influence they haw 
with those elements in North- 
ern Ireland who have yet ts 
begin their end of implement- 
ing the agreement." he said. 

Sinn Fein are playing a “tang 
game" he added, saying thatha* 
feared that progress on-.de-* 
commissioning might be 
stretched out for weeks if not 
months. He also said be was 
concerned that the issue of de- 
commissioning might become 
entangled with the forthcoming 
report from Chris Patten, foe. 
former governor of Hong Kang, 
on policing fo Northern Ireland. 

US officials say that MrCfifr 
ton will reiterate that all parties . 
must respect the spirit as wdl 
as the letter of the Good FVfttay 
Agreement, and that some 
movement from Sinn pan is 
necessary. 

Seamus Mallon of the SDU? 
has outlined a formula that 
would see further British mili- 
tary withdrawals and demili- 
tarisation, efforts to b 
confidence by identifying 
burial sites of some of Northern 
Ireland’s many “disappeared”, 
and a dear commitment to. 
begin disarmament • - 

But the key would be a 
change of tack from Sinn Erin. 

“I think there’s room.-in- 
tfaere for Sinn Erin to znoye,?be 
said. 


In Brief 

Doctor ‘ordered mercy killing’ 

a nurse told a General Medical Council disciplinary h&riog 
yesterday that she had refused to take part fo a merty 
falling. June Bleasdale was deputising matron at a nursing 
home fo Preston fo 1995 when she claims Dr Ken Ttytor 
toldher to withhold food supplements from Mrs X, 85, Who 
died 58 days later. The case was aefiourned until tomonwR ; 

President of NUS re-elected J 

A LEFT-WING challenge for control of the 3 million-strong *^ 
Na tiona l Union of Students was defeated yesterdro as ■ 
Andrew Pakes, the Labour candidate, was re-elected fOf a 
second term as president Mr Pakes took more than 55 
percent of the vote at the NUS conference fo Blackpool 

Villagers protect ringing of belts 

PUROttSESS OF new homes being built just a few yards 
from All Saints Church, Thurlestone, Devon, are bring • 

US ., sign 30 undertaki ng never to object to the sound 
ot its bells, regarded as a cherished part of village life. 
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HOME NEWS/7 


Police 
stations 
ignored 
by public 


TEE DAYS of traditional police 
stations, with their reassuring 
Hue lamps and 24-hour service, 
are numbered A new study has 
found that marry stations are 
so dilapidated and inconve- 
niently located that they are 
nest to useless. 

Birtiey police station, near 
Gateshead, Ttyne and Wear; is, 
or rather was, a perfect exam- 
ple of the problem which has 
been highlighted in the Amfit 
Commission’s report A police 
survey found that during one 
year not a singte member c£ the 



PC Austin, who worked at 
Birtiey WUl Walker 

public telephoned or visited 
the station, as PC Trevor 
Austen, who w as stationed 
there, confirmed. Tbepeopie of 
Birtiey (population 15,000) did 
not even notice when it was 
closed down by the police. 

Superintendent Brian Gra- 
ham, who is in charge of the 
area sumamding Birtiey in the 
Northumbria police region, 
- said: "Biere was not a soul 
going, to the station. It was in 
the Dark Ages and would have 
been way expensive to update. 
It was at the wrong end of the 
town and people were tele- 


by Jason Bennetto 
Qinte Correspondent 

phoning our central control 
room if they had a problem. Wfe 
dosed it down and didn't tell the 
public to see what response we 
would get; no one noticed.” 

The budding is for sale and 
has been replaced by a mobile 
station in a caravan, which has 
resulted in a drop in crime. 

■ The Amfit Commission re- 
port; “Action Stations - Im- 
proving the Management of 
fty police Estate", found 
policing priorities and the 
public's needs were rapidly 
changing A survey in North- 
amptonshire discovered that 
people were mare likely to go 
to a police station to report lost 
or stray dogs than to give de- 
tails of a crime. The most pop- 
ular reason for a visit to one of 
the 2,000 stations in England 
and Wales is to inquire about 
tost (fffoumi property which ac- 
counts for one in five trips. 
Only three in every 100 pecrpte 
go toa station to report a crime. 

The report claims that com- 
munities of fon fear that their 
area will be less safe without a 
local police station. "In feet, 
dosing some stations or con- 
tracting opening times ran re- 
lease officers formore patrol,*' 
says the study by the public 
spending watchdog. 

Only a quarter of police sta- 
tions are open 24 hours a day 
and most public contact takes 
place by telephone. Some 
forces, such as Greater Man- 
chester; Sussex, mid I^ithian 
and Borders, have installed in- 
teractive computers on streets 
wtddi have dbced video links to 
police control rooms. 



Apparently overwhelmed by one of three ‘Shopping Experiences’ at the new Bhiewater complex two shoppers take a break 


Dai'ui Riant 


Bluewater: a shopping centre that has 
everything - except a sense of restraint 


BLUEWATEH IS the largest 
shopping mall in Europe 
as revealed at yesterday's 
opening, it is also probably 
the strangest This is not nec- 
essarily a bad thing Most 
shopping malls are ghastly. 
Bluewater is not ghastly: it has 
sevenlakes,a forest and 10,000 
daffodils to blunt the truth of 
what goes cm here. And that is 
shopping so excessive -there 
are 320 retail outlets - that it 
mig ht he an Olympic sport be- 
fore long 

Bluewater’s spokeswoman 
does not agree. “It’s not real- 
ly a shopping mall at alL It’s 
mare of a Destination Day 
Out-” She said I couldn't miss 
it She was right ■ 

Bluewater looks like a fb- 


BYANNTKENEMAN 

turistic mini-city. The buMing 
has pointy bits on the roof 
which the architect, Eric 
Kuhne, says are supposed to 
resonate wife the shape of the 
Kentish oast house. It re- 
minded me of Madonna's old 

flanHjgr Hint pni d d 

just be because he's from 
t Wt«« and Pm from rpwf 
It is easy to find and, with 
13,000 parking spaces in spe- 
cially designed people-friend- 
ly car parks (evidently a new 
concept), it is easy to park. In- 
side, you find yourself in a 
“welcome area”. I later learn 
this is designed to prepare me 
to spend, spend, spend. 
“Here’s a place to park your 


husband, park your coal, get a 

ra p piwinft and thpn get r *mdy 

to punch a bole through your 
credit card!” exulted Stuart 
Homeiy, chairman of Lend 
Lease, the Australian compa- 
ny behind Bfoewater 

IdH none of those things but 
fed manage to get lost Blue- 
water comprises three malts 

ripqgnpd for ft t rpg shopping t*r- 

periences (Tm sorry to use 
such language but everyone 
does after breathing mall air 
fora few hours). The GuDdhaD 
is up-market, the Rose Gallery 
is family focus, the Thames 
Wfelkis the High Street They 
are arranged in a triangle with 
each comer anchored by a 
store: John Lewis, Marks A 
Spencer and House of Eraser 


There I was, lost and not even 
knowing what shopping expe- 
rience 1 was supposed to be 
having when I met a man. 

“Hello there!" be said. 

“Who are you?” I demanded. 

“Why I'm just someone say- 
ing heDo," he said. 

“Are you sure?” 1 asked. 

“Tbs,” he said. 

I was still suspicious. “So, 
why are you here?" 

He then revealed be was re- 
sponsible for the toilets. He 
said they were the best toilets 
in any shopping mall ever. 
Quality quality quality. 

The next man I met was the 
architect Mr Kuhne is very 
large and tall, which is exact- 
ly how a Ifexan should be, and 
told me that Bluewater bad 


begun as a poem. He com- 
posed the sonnet in July 1996 
as a way of distilling the pro- 
ject’s ethos. His sonnet be- 
gins, “White chalk cliffs and 
waters blue/surround the crys- 
tal city new” and ends with, 
“BuBd this dream with forth- 
right hands and hearts that 
best wife industry”. But he said 
that Bluewater was really best 
summed up by Keats. He said: 
“Tb one who has been long 
in city pent, 

Tis very sweet to look into 
the fair 

And open face of heaven - 
to breathe a prays* 
fhll in the smile of the blue 
firmament.” 

I said that I wasn’t sure 
that took in the £350m invest- 


ment here. He quit quoting 
long enough to say that actu- 
ally, with the shops in, the 
place was now worth £l.l2bn. 
Keats' words could be found 
engraved around the comer. 

Bluewater is dotted with lit- 
tle seating areas. Most of the 
people seated in them arc 
men. I introduced myself to 
Ibqy Sheppard, who had just 
bought a video. “Actually Tm 
realty here to buy a wedding 
ring.” He and his fiancee haire 
been engaged for three years. 
He had already seen a few 
rings he liked. I mentioned 
poetry. “Great! I need some of 
that for the wedding” I didn't 
have tire heart to tell him he is 
right smack in the middle of a 
Shopping Experience. 





8/PARLIAMENT 


the INDEPENDENT 

WdnadlV I" 


Blair takes credit for mucking out the Augean stables 


at The beginning of the week, the 
Committee of Independent Experts 
had diverted a stream through die 
dung-spattered stables of the 
European Commission - a deans- 
ing torrent which swept both the 
sleazyaod the spotless before it and 
left behind a damp and slightly 
astonishing vacancy. 

Yesterday the leaders of both 
parties turned up in the House of 
Commons to argue about the best 
ways of finishing die job and of pre- 
venting the manure from accumu- 
lating ail over again, in theory, at 
least, the stimulating events of the 
past 24 hours were up for grabs by 
two implacably opposed groups - 


the pro-stable faction and the anti- 
staUeites- - hut onty one could finally 
secure this important strategic 
asset The fight for possession was 
deafly going to start at once. Mr 
Blair’s position could best be 
summed up as “more vigorous 
stable hands now”; Mr Hague’s as 
“time for fewer horses". 

Mr Blair began his statement by 
claiming that the broom which had 
initiated this scouring flood actually 
had the Labour Party’s name 
penned cm to its handle -the motion 
to establish the committee of ex- 
perts having come from the Labour 
group of the European Parliament 
IbryMPs jeered loudly at this self- 


serving historical footnote and, in 
truth, it did provide an uncharac- 
teristically defensive beginning to 
a speech that was otherwise brisk 
and commanding The tone was not 
that of someone attempting to re- 
cover from a nasty setback but of 
a man capitalising on an un- 
expected stroke of fortune 
For some time Britain had been 

raffing far hrftpranxrfp martgg prapnt, 

on|y to be toH by same European col- 
leagues that complete hygiene was 
impracticable and by others that a 
bk<rf manure was good for the live- 
stock Now those arguments had 
been swept away and along with 
than, perhaps, the objections of 


the Sketch 



THOMAS 

SUTCLIFFE 


those who Ad not want to enter the 
stabfe Handled m the right way Mr 
Blair argued this could be a triumph 

for Northern farm management 


Matters were a little more diffi- 
cult for Mr Hague, who at one 
point had the audacity to demand 
that the Government act decisive- 
ly “to restore public confidence in 
European in stituti on s" . 

“Public confidence in European 
institutions” is very last thing that 
Mr Hague actually wants. In truth, 
he and other Eurosceptics had 
woken to gloomy news yesterday; 
if you want to continue insulting a 
man on account of his unpleasant 
Stink it is naturally a bit of a blow 
to find that he has justtaben his first 
bath for 20 years and is currently 
browsing the antz-perspirant 
counter at Boots. 


The only option open to Mr 
Hague was to argue that the prob- 
lem was physiological and not 
superficial - that mere cosmetic 

Ganges of personnel would not pre- 
vent this noisome pollution from 
arising again, only a diminution of 
the scale of the European Com- 
mission's activities. 

Mr Blair came back hand and 
personal, reading out endorse- 
ments of Jacques San tor's qualities 
from John M«or and Francis 
Maude and then noting, pointedly, 
that the Conservative Party had “a 
habit of appointing compromise 
candidates who seem like a good 
idea at toe time” . 


He also asked, like a mb do 
cannot believe his luck, whether Mr 
Hague realtor had just committed 
the Conservative Party to a unilat- 
eral withdrawal from the Common 

Fisheries Polity. 

Mr Hague nodded, having no al- 
ternative. but he didn't nod veiy vig- 
orously and he didn't look wry 
exhilarated as he did it. Whereas Mr 
Blair could plausibly ctotn to be 
surfing on this tidal wave, ustogUs ' 
impressive momentum to get 
where he wanted to go in the first 
place. Mr Hague appeared to be , 
tumbling along in its wake, trying 
desperately to keep his head above 

water as he went. 



Failings in EU 


tolerated ‘for 


far too long’ 


“ROOT AND branch reform" of 
the European Commission was 
demanded by MPs from all 
sides yesterday as Tony Blau- 
called for an entirely new 
framework for fighting fraud 
and financial irregularities in 
the EU. Opening his Commons 
statement Mr Blair said it was 
“absolutely right” that the 
whole Commission bad re- 
signed because the inquiry re- 
port revealed a “sad catalogue 
of negligence and mismanage- 
ment”. 

“It is a damning report It 
catalogues in key areas a cul- 
ture of complacency and lack of 
accountability, and in some 
cases nepotism, that is unac- 
ceptable. It has revealed sys- 
temic fallings in the 
Commission which have been 
tolerated for far too long. It was 
absolutely right that the Com- 
mission resigned en masse. 
The president of the Commis- 
sion should leave as soon as 
reasonably and practically pos- 
sible and a new president 
should take his place." he said. 

While Conservative leader; 
William Hague, welcomed the 
proposals be demanded that Sir 
Leon Brittan and Neil KInnock, 
the two British EU commis- 


EUROPg 

by Sarah Schaefer 

Political Reporter 


sioners, should also be pre- 
vented from being appointed to 
the new Commission. 

“While I support the idea 
[that] those commissioners not 
directly implicated ty the report 
should serve out their terms as 
an interim measure, there 
should be a total dear-out of the 

m'dm gr/Hnmfesi nn nni\ an pn- 

tire|y new set of commissioners 
appointed.” he said. Mr Hague 
added that there was an “even 
bigger issue and a more im- 
portant challenge” because it 
was time to change the whole 
structure which led the Com- 
mission and the EU “to do too 
much and interfere too often”. 

Individual countries, for ex- 
ample, should be able to control 
their fisheries while recognis- 
ing the traditional rights of 
other countries. Replying, Mr 
Blair made clear that the ma- 
jority of the irregularities men- 
tioned in the report happened 
before his own Government 
was elected, adding: “Do we use 
these events as an excuse to in- 
dulge in the anti-Europeanism 
of toe present Conservative 


Party or do we see it as an op- 
portunity to drive through a re- 
form agenda from a position of 
strength and influence in 
Britain’s and Europe's inter- 
ests?” John Major; toe former 
Tray prime minister; referred to 
the “institutional problem” that 
had long existed in the EU. 
“The structure of toe Union is 
such that the Commission is ac- 
countable to the Council of 
Ministers, but in practice the 
Council meets only irregularly," 
he said. 

“Isn't one of the most im- 
portant reforms, many years 
overdue, a clear-cut finanrial 
accountability by toe Commis- 
sion ideally to toe member 
states of the EU or to a body 
that reports directly to the 
member states?" 

Sir Edward Heath, another 
forma: Tory prime minister, 
said it was toe “first time that 
the European Parliament has 
been prepared to act and act de- 
cisively.... Thin gs will never 
be the same again.” 

Sir Edward supported the 
drive for reform but warned Mr 
Blair against trying to “Tim 
everything”, because that 
would arouse resentment 
among other EU nations. 





Hie Metropolitan Police Commissioner; Sir Paul Condon, and the Home Secretary, Jack Straw, at ‘Partners for a Safer London Y a conference 
on crime reduction Tom PUston 
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THE FOREIGN OFFICE, the 
RAF and police forces across 
the UK have been told by toe 
Government to improve dra- 
matically their efforts to tackle 
the millennium computer bug. 

Margaret Beckett, Leader of 
the House of Commons, said 
that while most public bodies 
had made great strides in 
preparing for the 2000 date 
change, some departments 
gave serious cause for concern. 

With fewer than 300 days to 
go before the changeover, she 
revealed that United Kingdom 
embassies abroad and key Min- 
istry of Defence agencies were 
not likely to be “ millennium 


TECHNOLOGY 

Paul Waugh 
Political Correspondent 


compliant” until as late as 
December. 

Mrs Beckett singled out the 
Foreign Office and toeMoD as 
in need of major improvement 
as she published the first league 
tables showing toe progress of 
government departments and 
agencies. 

iice forces for failure to draw up 
contingency plans should com- 
puters and other equipment be 
crippled by the date change. 

In her fifth quarterly state- 


ment to Parliament on prepa- 
rations for the bug, Mrs Beckett 
announced that more than half 
of fee 46 police forces in England 
and Whies do not yet have busi- 
ness continuity plans in place. 

The cost of tackling the bug 
within all Whitehall depart- 
ments stood at £42 Om, a rise of 
2-5 per cent on the previous 
quarter. 

The tables show that more 
than half of government de- 
partments had finished correc- 
tion work on their computer 
systems. The worst performers 
were toe Ministry of Defence 
Procurement Executive, the De- 
fence Evaluation and Research 


Questions 

and 

Answers 


Ministers 
‘gone soft 
on fraud’ 


Agency and toe Home Office’s ■' 
fbrensic Science Service, which :? . 
are scheduled to be compliant y 
only by December. The RAF is 
the slowest of the armed ser- I 
vices and won’t be realty until } 
November And the Fbreign Of- ; 
fice and the Royal Navy will not ; 
be bug-free untfl October . * 
Some agencies, such as the ^ 
Vehicle Inspection Agencyand ; 
Ord n ance Survey, bad slipped ! . 
behind by up to 18 months • <£- 
from original plans to achieve j 
fun compliance. ^ •' 

A Cabinet Office source said l 
some departments would be : 
tokl they had to “do a damn sight - 
more”toimpnweperiraiiurace, j 


Motoring costs 

MORE THAN 2 mfflinn 
motorists who use four- 
star petrol will have to 
pay between £200 and 
£400 to have their engines 

adjusted if they want to 

switch to a lead 
replacement fuel - 
designed for car engines 
which cannot be 
converted to lead-free 
petrol. Transport 
minister John Reid said. 


By Paul Waugh 
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DUES PAID by shipping 
companies for toe upkeep 
of lighthouses, buoys and 
beacons are to remain 
unchanged at 4Ip per ton 
for 1999-2000, Transport 
minister Glenda Jackson 
announced. 


THE GOVERNMENT was ac- 
cused yesterday of “going soft” 
on benefit fraud by cutting 
fends to investigators and scal- 
ing down national campaigns to 
root out criminals. 

The Tories claimed that Al- 
istair Darling, the Secretary of 
State for Social Security, had 
also defiberatety understated hy 
half the number of arrests for 
fraud in order to cover up his 
department’s failures. 

Iain Duncan Smith, the Ibiy 


Strikes on Iraq 

MPs FROM ad sides 
attacked military strikes on 
Iraq as Foreign Office 
Minister Derek Fatchett 
insisted that the RAF was 
operating under 
humanitarian obligations to 
protect no-fly zones. 
Leading the concern, David 
Winnick, Labour MP for 
Walsall North, urged toe 
Government to accept a 
“precise limit” on bombing 
because “a bloodthirsty and 
murderous regime like 
Saddam's will not be 
brought down by bombing”. 
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rights as a “prize worth se- 
curing in its own right”. In 
future they would be free to 
serve "in just the same way 
And on just the same terms ‘ 
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TRIALS OF genetically 
modified oilseed rape 
have so for not revealed 
harmful side-effects on 
weeds or other plant 
species. Environment 
minister Lord Whitty 
disclosed. 


that the Benefits Agency seen- 
rily investigation service (Baas) 
had had to cut back its opera- 
tions because it was running out 
offunds- 

Mr Darting had stated that 
tooe had been an average of 18 
arrests per month from Sep- 
tember to December by Basis’s 
southern command. However; 
the chief executive of the Ben- 
efits Agency has now directly 
contradicted the minister daim- 
ing that toe real figure was 36 
arrests per month fra 1 the region. 
Investigators said that had 
plummeted to 16 in January be- 
cause their budget ran out 


Awaiting trial 

MINISTERS WERE urged by 
Anne McIntosh, 
Conservative MP for Vale of 
York, to introduce a legal 
time limit on how long 
people awaiting trial in 
England and Wales can be 
remanded in custody. Her 
Prevention of Delay in 
Trials Bill, which has cross- 
party support would set a 
limit of no days between 
indictment and trial 


and on just the same terms ' J| 
as all their fellow citizens” vW 

without a reserved place in l : 

the country's public service, - 
she said. - r 


Lords reform 

mp s we re poised to vote 
overwhelmingly for the 
third reading of House of 
Lords reform last night with 
Commons leaden Margaret 
Beckett hailing toe aboli- 
tionofhereditaries' voting 


Today’s Agenda. 

Commons, 9.30am for 
backbench debates; The - 
Greening Government ini- 
tiative; maritime and coas&T . 
guard agenqy; health and 
safety at Northern Ireland 
soccer grounds; economic 
decline in suburban areas; , 
regulation of water charges. 1 
R30pm: Cabinet Office 
questions; Prime Ministers 
questions; Ibx Credits BiH, 
remaining stages; short de- 
bate on public sendees de- 
livery in rural areas. 

Lords. 2J0pm: Backbench. . 
debates; the need to main* ' 
tain respect for rtorHament; 
the situation in Nagomo- . 
Karabalto. 
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Eton pupil died 
in ‘fainting game’ 


AN ETON College pupil died 
when he hanged himself in a 
“feinting game” that was 
played virtually every night be- 


rr— 

at the private school, an inquest 
heard yesterday 

The inquest recorded a ver- 

diet of misadventure on 

Nicholas Taylor, 15. of bout. 
Smvfev; who was fo und hanging 

from a dressing gown cord in 
his room last month. 
Nicholas’s friends told the 


Wilson, that they had seen 
groups of boys playing the 
game - winch involved tying lig- 
atures around each other's 
necks to make them feint -hun- 
dreds of times. 

The pupil who discovered his 
body said that Nicholas had 
been “fainted" by friends almost 

every night “It was just some- 


Tate turns 




By* Kathy marks 

sons. “We got a slight buzz 
from it when we came round." 

A post-mortem ammiwaH nn 

condnded that Nicholas died of 
asphyxia in his room at the 
school, whe re pupils include 
Princes Wiliam and Harry. 

His parents, Malcolm and 
Liz Taylor, attended the in- 
quest at the Guildhall, wtosoq 
bat were too upset to speak. 

Mr W^son said be had strug- 
gled to understand what had 
gone through Nicholas's mind 
“I have been hi this court for 28 

years and I thought I had heard 
everything" he said. 

‘"This feinting game was tak- 
ing place between boys who are 
some of the cream of our soci- 
ety who are probably also of 
above average intelligence. 
Why? What words sprin g to 
mind - crazy mad stupid?" 

Mr Wilson said it was dear 


that Nicholas had tried to 
"feint” himself, but had no in- 
tention of taking his own life. 

He added: “1 find U difficult 
to criticise Eton College. Yes, 
they had an absolute duty of 
care, but there is only so much 
you can da 

“I shall go away the boys will 
go back to college and the col- 
lege will return to its normal 
sd£ The incident wiB be put be- 
hind everyone, save Mr and 
Mrs Taylor, who have lost a son 
in tragic circumstances." 

One of Nicholas's friends 
said: “There were about six or 
seven fain tings each evening," 

Other pupils said that 
Nicholas seemed to take par- 
ticular pleasure in the game 
when be was under pressure. 

The housemaster of Bald- 
wins Bee, Robert Tbpham, said 
tire game had been kept a se- 
cret from school authorities “It 
is almost a general rule that a 


clever boy who does not want 
to gel caught may well not get 
caught doing something that 
may be inappropriate or 
wrong,” he said. 

Another afNichoias's friends 
said Nicholas had tried to per- 
form it on himself on a previous 
occasion: “Nick was standing by 
the door with m,v dressing 
gown cord," he said -He said: 
'if no me is going to do it to me. 
then IH doit to myself ’ He put 
the dressing gwn cord around 
his neck." 

Another boy said that the 
person being -feinted- would 
tap on someone's thigh as the 
cord was pulled When he 
stopped lapping, that was the 
signal for them to stop 

Describing versions of the 
game, he said: -If wm hug 
someone really hard and then 
they stand up, all the blood 
rushes to their head and they 
can faint that way" 
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into art-form 


ART AND science hare finally 
oame togeflia; with nurnimnn 

right in the middle. 

The Tate Gallery is about to 
make one of its most radical 
breaks yet with the concept of 
what is art The Thte’s Duveen 
galleries, which used to hold 
Rodin’s sculpture I7te Kiss, 
wifi from tomorrow house an 
assembly line making model 
aeroplanes. • 

. : -'The assembly line will 
matrnfactnre rabber-band pow^ 
ered model aeropfenes from tis- 
sue paper; jda^ic and -balsa 
wood parts.. The planes will 
come off theprodnctibii line at 
the rate of one every two min - 
ute^ffyupHarde and descend, 
to land on the gallery Boot" 
Twenty-Bye thousand . wgLhe • 
produ^overthefbur-nionffi 
run ofthe exhibititm.^ ' 

Ea(± will be on sale to the 
puhBc at £5. And wsites will be 
free to By them from the steps 
of the gallery. 

The exhibition “When Ro- 
bots Hute: The TWo-Minute Air- 
plane Factory" is the work of 
the 52-year-old American artist 
Chris Burden, whose aim is to 
demystify science. 

But is it art? Most certainly, 
says the Tate curator Frances 
Morri s. “At the end of the cen- 
tmyyou are free to examine the 
great questhms without pro- : 


By David Lister 
A rts News Editor 


fessianal restraints. %u can be 
a free spirit And there is a dark 
side being explored. Aero- 
planes are liberating. But th^ 
are also instruments of mass 
destruction. : It wont take you 
long before a work like this be- 
gins to echo the Bfitz: dozens of 
planes cascading fhra the front 
steps of the Tate on to the 
Jackson FoDorkrtickclrbqyers. 1 

Chris Burden s^ys: “1 want 
people to understand these 
processes. Do you know how 
your telephone or television 
works? Whatlrealfywantisfor 
this exhibition to be a real 
model bf industrial, capitalism. 
We have built, a machine. It 
makes a product TO are seB- 
ing the product for £5. Then 
comes a magic moment when 
every plane you sell makes a 
profit And that’s art too. It's 
beautiful" He added: -Artists 
and scientists used to be the 
same people; you looked 
through your telescope at night 
and painted in the morning. An 
astronaut in America said re- 
cently that Nasa had made a 
very great emu: They should 
have sent painters and musi- 
cians to simply look out of the 
window and digest what it 
means to go into outer space.” 


Holiday 
insurance. Up 

to half off. 



TO SAVE UP TO 50% 

ON TRAVEL AGENTS' INSURANCE 

CALL 0141 304 2323 

MON-HU / 9am-5pm SAT 
: .Please quote ref: IND 5093 
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Parenting: Research stresses importance of father-son relationships, as number of babies conceived inside marriage falls 




• *r M 





^3- 





. ^ 













Some of the participants in the survey, whidi found emotional support from father figures is crucial to boys 


BOYS WITH, low self-esteem 
suffer from “Dad Deficit 71 - a 
low level of emotional support 
from ti^ fathers, accan5ng to 
a survey published yesterday. 

Lack of paternal involve- 
ment is linked to a son’s poor 
opinion of hhraaytf, his “anti* 
school’’ attitudes and a ten- 
dency to get into trouble with 
the police, the nationwide sur- 
vey of 1,400 boys between the 
ages of 13 and 19 indicated. - 

Howevec it is undear which 
comes first - the low self- 
esteem or the “Dad Deficit”. In- 
dependent research suggests 
Hi at fathers find it easier to be 
doseto sons who they perceive 
as successful that their 
inoeased interest feeds into the 
son’s confidence. 

Researchers measured the 
level of interaction between 


BY ClABE GAHNER. 


fathers and song by how ranch 
time they spend tog et her , how 
much interest the father pays 
to the sou’s schoohrark,- and to 
what extent the. father is will- . 
ingto talk through the son’s 
worries. 

At one end of the scale was 
the “DadDefidt”<DD) and, at 
the other extreme, the “High- 
ly Involved Mari" (HIM), whose 
supportive influence proved 
disproportionately positive. 

HIM fathering was as effec- 
tive regardless of whether the 
man lived at home or was the 
biological fa t h e r 

Adrienne Katz, die author of 
the study, “Leading Lads”, 
wants to encourage men who 
come into contact with boys, be 
they fathers, teachers, youth 
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It doesnt matter what you do or where you come from, all you need to become a magistrate are the right personal qualities. If you care 
about your Local community, are hard working, reliable, can work well with, others and have an open mind, you're the kind of person we're 
looking for. If you think you fit the bill and you live in England or Wales, call 0845 606 1666 to find out how to become a voluntary magistrate. 


Are you magistrate material ? 



wodtere or sports coaches, to 
be more aware of their re- 
' sponsfbaEty ‘Wen dart seem to •- 
understand^ power of tbar 
input,” die said yesterday. 
“Boys are much less likely to 
turn to a friendtiian girts and 
so they need emotional support 
from the family. If a father 

models beha v io u r w hi ch never 
talks about faaHngs, it Is hard 
foraboytoseekhdp if he’s de- 
pressed or troubled.” 

The study showed that HIM 
fathering protects against de- 
presston and even suicide. Ac- 
cording to the Samaritans, 
suicide attempts by young men 
have increased fay lift per cent 
in the past 10 years. 

hi 1996, 547 young men took 
their fives, compared with 157 
young women. 

One of the most striking 
findings of the “Leading Lads” 
study was the extent to whidi 
boys put up barriers to avoid 
getting help. However, boys 
with highly involved fathers 
were less likely than “Dad 
Deficit” sons to believe that 
boys are expected to cope with 
problems on their own. 


Cultural beliefs about howa 
maxi should act and what boys 
do or do not do were found to 
be fait most keenly fay those 
bpys with the poorest self- 
image. They are also most like- 
ly to have fathers who tell 
them, “boys don’t cry”. . 

Boys are inclined to protect 
their parents by keeping the 
problems to themselves. They 
know that their fathers want to 
be proud of them and believe 
that to tell them they ate not 
coping would be to let than 
down. 

As one interviewee, Danny 
Evans, 17, from north London, 
put it “Beys have a secret sec- 
ond life on the inside and a shelf 
outride... Every father wants to 
be proud of his son, enforcing 
definitions of what these child- 
ren should be - and it’s doing 
harm. Some people are dying 
inside but too scared to admit 
it to themselves” 

As the “Leading Lads” sur- 
vey was conducted only over 
one year it was unable to es- 
tablish whether there is a 
causal link between low self- 
esteem and “Dad Deficit”. 


Unmarried 
conceive half 
of all babies 


HALF OF all conceptions now 
take place outride marriage, 
compared withjust over afhird 
in 198$, according to govern- 
ment statistics published 
yesterday. 

Figures released by the 
Office for National Statistics 
(ONS) show that out of just 
under 800,000 women who con- 
ceived in England and Whies in 

1997. 400.000 were unmarried. 
In 1986, by comparison, 305,000 
conceptions out of a total of 

819.000 took place outside 
marriage. 

Underage pregnancies fell 
by 5 per cent in 1997 to R9 con- 
ceptions per thousand girls 
aged 13-15, compared with 
9.4 pa- thousand in 1996. Over- 
all teenage conception rates fell 
fay 1 per cent over the same 
period, according to the spring 
issue of Population Trends, 
the publication of the ONS. 

Despite this fan, the figures 
show that the United Kingdom 
has the highest number of 
births per 1,000 women aged 
15-19 out of eight European 
countries studied by the ONS. 

In 1997 there were 30 births 
per 1,000 women aged 15-19 in 
the UK, compared with 2i per 

1.000 in Portugal and 17 par 
ljXH) in the Republic of Ireland 

The report shows a large 
increase in the number of 
women over 35 conoehangin the 
period since 1991. 

In 1997 there were 415 con- 
ceptions per 1,000 women aged 


By Linus Gregoriadis 

35-39, and 8.7 conceptions per 
1^000 among women aged 40 
and over - the only two age 
groups to register an increase 
in fertility rates since 1996. 

Earen DunneD, co-editor of 
the repot, said she thought the 
rise in conceptions was the re- 
sult of improved educational 
prospects for women. 

. , Shesaidi^Theproportianof 
women who gain educational 
q ualifications is rising, and 
their economic activity rates 
are rising relative to young 
men’s - this is probably one of 
the main reasons.” 

The report also found that 
two-tbirds of total conceptions 
outside marriage resulted in 
motherhood, compared with 
more than 90 per cent of con- 
ceptions within marriage 

The number of people co- 
habiting in England a nd WhJes 
will double by 2021, according 
to the ONS. About 156 milli on 
unmarried couples were living 
together in 1996, a figure 
expected to rise to nearly 3 mil- 
lion within 25 years. 

The ONS estimates the most 
dramatic increase m numbers 
of cohabiting couples will take 
place among the over-35s. It is 
estimated that fay 2006 less than 
half of all adults will be married. 

Divorce rates dropped in 
1997, with 146,339 decrees 
absolute in England and Whies, 
6.6 per cent fewer than in 1996. 


John Peel wins 
top radio award 


ONE OF Radio 4’s most con- 
troveraal n6w programmes re- 
ceived an award yesterday 
when John Peel was named 
radio broadcaster of the year 
by the Television and Radio 
Industries Club. 

Peel, 60, who received an 
OBE for services to broad- 
casting l ast yean won the award 
for his Saturday morning 
programme Home Truths. The 
programme, a light-hearted 
look at domestic life, was 
dated by critics oFRacfio^s new 
schedule as a programme 
“about nothing” when it 
launched last year 
“I am jolly pleased to have 
won,” Feel said at the award 
ceremony in Londonyegtenfay 
“Initially the programme 
was cited as a classic example . 
of Radio 4 ‘dumbing down'. I 
think there was a sharp intake 


by Paul McCann 
M edia Editor . 

of breath in some quarters at 
the thought of a Radio l DJ 
mining over to Radio 4.” 

Another winner was Trevor 
McDonald who was named 
newscaster of the year for his 
work on HTTs now-defunct 
News at Ibn programme. 

In his acceptance speech 
McDonald critiosed Channel 5 
for moving its evening news to 
6pm and running an advertis- 
ing campaign cfaiming that his 
new 650 ITV bulletin repeated 
Channel 5’s stories. 

Johnny Vaughan, presenter 
of The Big Breakfast, was 
named commercial television 
broadcaster of the year; while 
The Big BrecJfast itself was 
nwwipfl Channel 4 programme 
of the yean 
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cure fear 
of maths 
at school 


.™^u 5 

w-.-lhJsisS 

sS?s^* 


TEACHERS SHOULD organise 
desks in a U-shape and sing 
Five Little Spedded Frogs with 
their five-year-olds, according 
to new government guid eline s 
on how to teach maths. 

More mental arithmetic and 
fewer calculators form the cen- 
trepiece of plans to banish the 
fear of maths and turn Britain 
into a more numerate natip n 

The 11 7-page guidance rep- 
resents the most detailed gov- 
ernment advice ever sent to 
schools on maths teaching 
methods. From September a 
new daily numeracy hour will be 
. introduced in primary schools. 

Even the arrangement of 
the furniture is important, the 
document suggests. It propos- 
es placing desks in a U- shape 
with the weakest children sit- 
ting in the centre of the U. 

The guidelines suggest that 
four and five-year-olds in re- 


By Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


Little Speckled Frogs before 
counting frogs and lily pads in 
the sand and water trays. 

Yesterday’s document says 
teachers should spend the first 
five or 10 minutes of the nu- 
meracy hour on oral work and 
mental arithmetic, the next 30 
or 40 minutes on a new topic or 
practising an old one, and the 
last 10 to 15 mmntfts summing 
up to the whole class 

During the mental arith- 
metic sessions pupils might 
play a number game in which 
they are asked to give examples 
of a number one less than a 
multiple of five, or a calculation 
■with the answer 12. 
t Pupils should have the men- 
tal arithmetic skills to work 
out different ways of ans werin g 
questions such as 81 minus 26 
or 5 per cent of £3000. 


Calculators, the document 
says, should not normally be 
used for under-eigjbts but alder 
children should be taught how 
best to use these “powerful 
and efficient tools". 

The guidelines advise teach- 
ers to spend as much timp as 
possible teaching and ques- 
tioning the whole class instead 
of dividing them intn groups. 

Mr Blunkett told a London 
conference yesterday: “Tbo 
many people in Britain say 
with almost a badge of pride 
that they never did understand 
maths properly. Yet it is essen- 
tial in everyday life and to the 
fife of our econoxy Dealing with 
figures should be just as im- 
portant as the ahffity to read, yet 
maths is sometimes the poor re- 
lation. We want to promote a 
‘can-do 1 attitude towmds maths 
across the community” 

Tony Blair announce d that 
next year will be Maths Year 
2000, and Carol Vorderman, 
the mental arithmetic expert 
from Channel 4's Countdown 
programme has agreed to give 
the initiative her backing. 

Nigel de Gruchy, general 
secretary of the National As- 
sociation of Schoolmasters 
Union afifamen Tfeachers. said 
that “in principle the maths 
hour represents sound educa- 
tional practice'’ but warned 
against over prescription. 

^'Schools already succeeding 
should not be compelled to 
turn their maths teaching up- 
side-down to accommodate the 
bureaucrats at the Department 
&r Education and Employment 
who, once again, appear to be 
rampaging out of control.” 


Counting on Brain power 

Mental arithmetic strategies for- 11 -year-olds: 

Use related facts and doubDng: 

■ double 176 = 352 (200 + 140 + 12} 

Explain how to find sixths and twelfth* by halving 
thirds: 6 

■ one-twelfth of 300 is 25. 

(one-third of 300 is 100, half is 50. half again is 25) 

Continue to multiply a two-digit number by a 
single-digit number; multiplying the tens first: 

■ 86 x 7 = (80 x 7) + (6 x 7) 

= 560 + 42 
= 602 


10 % 

20 % 

30% 

How much will 
you let your 
car insurance 
increase before 
you phone us? 
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Josephine Cregan, who risks lostogherjoband home at St 


John Voos 


A -Caring" order of Irish nuns 
has chosen today - St Patrick's 
Day - for an act that is appar- 
ently laelang in charity to one 
of their compatriots. ’ 

The Poor Servants of the 
Mother of God are seeking an 
eviction order at Lambeth 
County Court in south London, 
against arguably one of their 
most faithfrU servants. 

If they are successful, 
Josephine Cregan. who has 
been a care worker for the 
order for 20years, will have to 
leave her tied cottage in 
Strcalham. south London, be- 
cause the nuns are selling 
their residential home for peo- 
ple with learning difficulties. 

The site is likely to fetch 
more than film, thus turning 
the Poor Servants of the Moth- 
er ctf God into the “ComforlobJy 
Off Servants of the Mother of 
God. as Frank Minal, an official 
with the G MB general workers' 
union, puts tL 

Ms Cregan, 4a. was first of- 
fered statutory minimum re- 
dundancy pay of L‘4,180 - a 
figure which was increased bv 
eight week's pay -C1.760- after 
the intervention of the GMB. It 


by Barrie clement 
L abour Editor 


is understood that it was then 
raised by EL000. and yesterday 
by a further 0,000 after the in- 
voJrement dTheltdcpoidenL 
Thus, after two decades of look ■ 
ing after disadvantaged people 
for the nuns, Ms Cregan could 
lose her job ami her home, with 
f 10,000 compensation. 

"1 was offered another job," 
said Ms Cregan, “but it was on 
less money and with no ac- 
commodation. I have given 
my life to the order. 1 think IV 
been treated very badly" 

Letters to .Ms Cregan from 
Uu* order give her notice to quit 
and remind her that htr contract 
stales that her accommodation 
lasts only as long as the job. 

A spokesman for the or- 
ders solicitors said Ms Cregan 
hod been offered another job 
and temporary accommoda- 
tion but she had refused He 
said she was asking for a •■five 
figure" redundancy payment 
which no charity could coun- 
tenance. Every effort would be 
made to reach a settlement be 
fore today's hearing. 
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par insurance premiums are 
, 130 ^ ty 35 much as 30%. 

Isn t Tt time you did something about It? 

For better, cheaper tar Insurance 
give us a call now. 

CALL 0181 253 8113 
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Gfassk Guide (Februvy 1999), no other 4x4 holds its 
than a Freeiandet And that* not just because ift made 
jr. Nor is it just because of the way It combines car-flke 
fi astonishing off-road capabilities, provided In part by 
Hill Descant Control technology 4 (see picture), 
the comprehensive 3 year warranty 14 Ift also because 
rtiity (ogle picture). 

j in fact that it drove off with What Car? magazine’s 
ar” awa/d last year. Unheard of for a 4x4. 
e it holds Its value so well, monthly repayments tor 
ter are unexpectedly low (raise eyebrows at panel). 


A NEW FREELAHDER FROM £199 A MONTH.* 

TYPICAL EXMPU: 


«*>»««« 

MM NAM) 

£ 

tomolAoraeaKnAkaiM 

25 

£1037000 

0d«» tad Cab met- 

E2ZJK0D 

S5AG172 

Le*Dwosi 

caseua 

eesoB2s 

AnuiridCiMl 

otaa 

C3A39.15 

HwetaBetaCwr- 

fa mo iff 

£Z7ai» 

nraHMflwp^oMir 

£43900 

nraro 

fttond by 23 UoolWy Paymerts 

£35900 

EU49LU 

FUxHllyaOiMgnNiWPVMR 11 
fiaailKd Urtaun Finn Ifctoe^ 

(TU9M3 

E21ABC 

Total AnumvoUe 

E2G7MJS 


Sc buy one and well make sure it doesn't go downhffl test Can us on 
0800 110 110, attemativety visit our website at wwwfendnNerco.uk 
or fill m the coupon below 


tea te land few. mass! 1MM TMtHwanUMfett W5 SSL Fa tor Mn raftus.fe* 
daa w9 bp cart by ftww Gpjp LM ctig mBiiien <1 Ba Snm ip. aqim» ann .- y*» y iftwQi 
and awysa pnpgses a« to am» pu of pi«wlR icmcn and svecd proonwes cfflntalra 
Dr am aarcss 8 t«i »ojB 1 tub nsl a irctw luntnr cnnanuDac; ptem IcL Bm betz G 


— Tins 


mm 


CdimariBMF ad bum 


14.5% 


APR 


14.6% 


ten a Bh 


lJWriraBwnBagiteci 


IND 170356 


THE BEST 4x4xFAJI 


‘’WMtitoBMKIi 
w T irta M agi tor b«ii»lB«uti)odfciB*i iiliAi ii** iif 


Waite BKw»^nura«ieS±^Bn»w6iaws»mWf>*3wiiitatfiaBWWi^-s«MB*au*h 
inl^aimnfcFtaBMBFi^MtwaiBinMMjiaidnMiEdw^imaWBWtaB^iaipaoRtitoavifcaiaaTOiJBMgBMn^ 


■KUnrilUMiOnF"* 




m 


tiier 
I UP 
Mud 

a rR 
been 
wiw 
■urn- 
rami- 
irmi 
The 
i Bor 
mt'ft 

nr of 
xd to 

CCA Of 

Jburs 

■syih. 

been 

1.0M 
ye rr 

*X90 

T ACV- 

wincr 

Jxnd. 

red^r 

ilpco 

lantdi- 

four 

fired 

;amxt 

lUngs 

mbon 

slims 

toner 

ihsof 


;e 


5 the 
enev*. 
Suro- 
g the 
’ the 
• Ha^- 
ie du- 
icked 

;lude 
l Kok 

itoruo 

avier 
■al of 
er. 


f 

r.' 

I 

B 

d» 




1 


--r. 




X , 








12/FOREIGN news 


THE. INDEPENDENT 

Wednesday 17 March 1999 




'?L 




.=* 


/ •; J,jL ***< 




/ 


‘X' 


rescue plan 
loses its way 


Rescue workers searching wreckage from the train after it collided with a truck on a level crossing in Illinois. Hen passengers were unaccounted for John ZichJEPA 

Thirteen die in US train crash 


RESCUE WORKERS were yes- 
terday searching the wreckage 
of an Amtrak passenger train 
that collided with a lorry car 
rying steel killing at least 13 
people. Another 100 were in- 
jured, some seriously. 

The collision occurred on 
Monday night at a level cross- 
ing in Illinois, 50 miles south of 
Chicago. Many o£ those killed 
and injured were settling into 
thetr beds in a sleeper cai; 
near the head of the train that 
was making the overnight 
journey from Chicago to New 
Orleans. The impact sent car- 


By David Ubborne 
mNewlfoik 

riages and engines careening 
off the tracks. Some carriages 
were concertinaed to a fraction 
of their size and one of the en- 
gines was split in two. 

“All of a sudden, everything 
just started crashing and catch- 
ing on fire and people hollering 
and running It was awful’' 
said Blanche Jones, one of the 
passengers. “Bfe were trying to 
get out We couldn’t find a way 
out That was the most devas- 
tating thing of an.” 


Working overnight emer- 
gency crews pulled 13 bodies 
from the train, called City of 
New Orleans. Officials waned, 
however; that of the 216 who had 
been aboard tiie train, another 
10 were still missing. By morn- 
ing, “empty” had been spray- 
painted on those carriages free 
of passengers. 

Amtrak is bedevilled fay 
problems at level crossings. 
There are about 25(1000 of them 
on its tracks across the coun- 
try; and not all are equipped 
with barriers. Of the 245 Amtrak 
accidents reported in 1997, 


about half were the result of col- 
lisions with motor vehicles. 

This crossing did have lights 
and barriers and officials were 


whether they were working 
properly on Monday. The lony 
had just left a steel plant near- 
by. Its cab was still intact and 
the driver survived, the crash, 
The train, which had 16 car- 
riages in all mostly double- 
decker passenger cars, would 
normally have been traveffing 
at about BOmph along the 
stretch of track where the ac- 
cident occurred. If the driver of 


the train saw the lony he still 
would have needed at least 
10,000ft to halt the train. 

Rescue workers were ham- 
pered during the night by thick 
smoke from fires in one of the 
carriages and one of the en- 
gines. Officials said 101 pas- 
sengers and crew were taken 
to nearby hospitals for treat- 
ment Of those, 11 were listed 
in critical conffition yesterday 
and 19 in serious condition. 

Only last week, Amtrak un- 
veiled a new high-speed train, 
modelled on the French TGV, 
which will begin serving its 


north-east corridor between 
Washington and Boston tin s 
autumn. The train wifl travel at 
speeds of more than lSGmph, 
and Amtrak been at 
to underline its safety. 

Amtrak has struggled Car 
years with low budgets and a 
patchy safety image. Its worst 
accident happened in Septem- 
ber 1993, when a train en route 
from New Orleans to Los An- 
geles plunged into a river in 
southern Alabama after a 
barge struck and destroyed a 
bridge pier. Italy seven people 
died in the accident 


THEST^oOSad^ 

Is India's Great Outdoors: (he 
geographical heait of the coun- - 
try, where you can drivb for 
hours through sparsely popu- 
lated mid relatively unspoiled 
wilderness. : 

In the middle of the state is 
the l,000sq km Eanha Nation- 
al Park, where IQpBng set the 
Jungle Book. And Shere Kharis 
Aa^ft ffldflnfgarfr gffii num erous 
here; the state has more than 
900 tigers mthewfld, about one- 
third of the Indian total and per- 
haps one-fifth -of all the 
remaining wild tigers in the 
world. 

But according to a report re- 
leased yesterday in Delhi by the 
Environmental Investigation 
Agency CEIAJ, a London-based 
non-governmental organisa- 
tion, that heritage is being frit- 
tered away at a terrifying rate. 

The enemies are the tiger’s 
usual adversaries: poachers 
supplying the oriental medicine 
trade in the for East; indus- 
trialistsbuildingplants to strip 
out what remain of the state's 
natural resources; corrupt 
officials, winking at large-scale 
illegal logging. . 

This is the sad tale not only 
across India but also in the 
other “range states’* where 
tigers survive in the wild, in- 
cluding Sumatra, Thailand and 
Russian Siberia. But the E1A 
chose to highlight Madhya 
Pradesh because in 1994 the 
state government, prompted 
by a vigorous minister of Ihe en- 
vironment^ with a constituency 
here, decided to name it “the 
Tiger State”. The animal would 
be a symbol of efforts to con- 
serve the natural resources. 

At the outset mnch was 
promised A “tiger state com- 
mittee” was setup to improve 
the performance cif the wildlife 
wardens. A “tiger ceD” headed 
by a highly motivated inspects 
of police, Mr Rajgopal cracked 
down chi poachers and traders. 
Mr Rajgopal believed one tiger 
per week was being killed in the 
state, and one leopard per day. 


BY PETER POPHAM 
in New Delhi 

Five years on, however, the 
EIA judgement is that “what 
started as a positive and en- 
thusiastic initiative has been ex- 
posed as nothing more than a 
pubfie-relations exercise”. The 
state govenmienlaccOTtbng to ; 
the r^ort’s authors, is “bent <xi ' 
Qv p triiting its rp ywnining nntiii*- 

al resources to the detriment of 
the tiger, the forests, and the 
people who depend cm them". 

The boldinifiatives have run ~ 
into the sand Inspector Rqj- 
gopal too effective for his own. 
good, has been transferred 
The only recommendation of 
the tiger committee to have 
been implemented was putting : 
a fax machine into the wildlife 
wardens’ office. The fund- 
raising Tiger State foundation 
Society has amassed a grand 
total of 35,000 rupees - about 
£500. The report says: “It is not 
known what this money has 
been used foe” 

Meanwhile, the abuses flour- 
ish. A diamond mine operated 
by the national government 
near the border of Panna Tiger 
Reserve pumps solid waste 
and slurry from the mine into 
streams. A natural corridor be- 
tween two resaves, vital for the 
tigers’ genetic resilience, has 
been put at risk by a huge tim- 
ber fraud 300,000 apparently 
healthy sal trees have been 
felled after it was claimed that 
a beetle epidemic was raging. 
Tigers continue to be poached, 
supplying a trade which, the re- 
port says, “is more organised 
than ever before”. 

Amidst the gloom, Dave 
Currie, founding director of the 
EIA, identified one chink of 
light: there has been a change 
of attitude at the level of the 
Indian central government. 
“There is now utter accep- 
tance at central government 
level of the seriousness of the 
crisis. Thai is a very major 
change, and the first step to- 
wards addressing it," be said 
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Zimbabwe loses battalion as Congo war spreads 
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ZIMBABWE IS reported to have 
lost, a battalion of between 80 
and 150 men in the war in 
Congo, where foreign-backed 
rebels are fi ghti ng to over- 
throw the regime of President 
Laurent Kabfla, 

The reports drew a stiff de- 
nial from Harare, which has 
xibeen militarily involved since 
wlhe beginning of the eight- 
mOTflHrtd conflict in the former 
Zaire. 

However; the daim that 22m- 


8y alex Duval Smith 
in Johannesburg 

babwe has lost so many 


* 

the southern town of Kabinda, 
will come as a serious blow 
to President Robert Mugabe: 
At home, his support for Pres- 
ident Kabila is seen as costly 


The fight over who will con- 
trol toe DenMxaatk Republic of 
Congo - a country the size of 


Western Europe - pits Presi- 
dent Kabfla and his antes m 
Zimbabwe, Angola, Namibia 
and Chad against Thtsi rebels 
supported by Uganda, Rwanda 

and Bur undi. 

Hutu guerrillas from Rwan- 
da and Burundi and Mai-Mai 
warriors drawn from a mixture 
of Bantu tribes are also fight- 
ing the Tutsi rebels. 

President Kabila, sensing 
that he is losing international 

sympathy was reported to have 


hired the “lobbyist of the 
damned" in Washington. Ed- 
ward von IQoberg, whose task 
win be to swing United States 
opinion away from the Ugandan 
president, Yoweri Museveni, 
was hired by President Kabila 
for a reported annual fee of 
$500,000 (£512,000). 

Mr Von Kleberg’s previous 
clients have included the late 
Romanian dictator, Nicolae 
Ceausescu and the Iraqi leaden 
Saddam Hussein. He also ad- 


vised Zaire's former dictator 
Mobutu Sese Seko, whom Mr 
Kabila overthrew in 1907. 

In a statement, Mr Von 
IQoberg said; “Mr Kabila, like 
his predecessor; Mr Mobutu, is 
now struggling to keep togetb- 
eraeountrythe size of Western 
Europe with more than 400 
ethnic groups and dialects and 
neariy 50 million people." 

President Kabila's allies 
claim they are preventing the 
“BaUcanisation” of central and 


southern Africa. Critics say 
they are onfy defending their 
own business interests. 

Meanwhile, the conflict ap- 
peared to hare spilt over into a 
ninth country yesterday as it 
was reported that up to ?,ooo 
refugees from Congo had ar- 
rived in Zambia. 

The country has a 600-mile 
border with Congo. The United 
Nations High Ckmnnissioner for 
Refugees i UNHCR) said some 
7,000 people had crossed the bor- 


der since the beginning of 
March, Yesterday it said 900 had 
arrived in the space of one hour 

Zambia was previously the 
only country with an extensive 
land border not to be involved 
in the war. Last week, howev- 
er, it admitted it had allowed 
fuel supplies to reach President 
Kabila's forces. It said these 
hare now been stopped. 

Meanwhile, the only organ- 
isation continuing to monitor 
human rights in Congo, the 


Catholic missionary news 
agency Misna, reported that 
rebels last week massiiered 
more than too civilians in the 
eastern province of Sud-Kiva. 

Misna said the rebels mas- 
sacred civilians in several vil- 
lages including Mazoru. 
Lutunda, Kenge, Lulimba and 
Kabukungu. and in two dis- 
tricts of Kamiluga. The attacks 
were denied by the rebels’ mil- 
itary chief. Commander Jeun- 
Pierre Ondekane 
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Serbs stall at 

talks and call 
West’s bluff 
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AH, THOSE teeth. And that 
smile. Even the grey suit glim- 
mered rathe evening fight. A bit 
like Uberace, but Milan Mi- 
lutinovic's smile, glimpsed be- 
tween the forests of television 
cameras and heaving press- 
men, went on just a little bit too 
long; like his speech, repeated 
over and over as be marked to- 
wards his official car in the rue 
Klebec “We are ready to sign a 
political agreement, but ... 

On Monday, the first day of 
the reconvened Paris talks on 
the future of Kosovo, fee ethnic 
Albanians had agreed to an in- 
ternational peace plan granti- 
ng them autonomy but not 
independence, and the intro- 
duction of Nato troops on the 
ground to ensure observance 
by all odes. 

Yesterday, however; the 
“huts* came thick and fast as 
the bodyguards and journalists 
and policemen fought each 
other for space in the great 
amoeba-like trail of Serbia’s 
president But of course, the 
Kosovo Albanians had to accept 
all of Serbia’s “complaints”. 
Yes, the Serbs were ready far 
implementation. But only far 
tire potiticalagraement And the 
entry of 38.000 Nato troops to 
oversee the new peace?' 

The szrffie tfidrft fade for a 
second. But Mr MOutinovic’s 
voice - like that of an anny of- 
ficer forced to admit a little 
hitch in strategy - faded just a 
little. “Yes, itfs rejected” he 
muttered. “Our people clearly 
said what they think about it" 
And there we had it - pre- 
dictably another big “no” from 
Slobodan Milosevic. Equally 
predictably; Nato threats will fol- 
low. Indeed, even as the Serbs 
and Albanians were packing up 
for the night, there were ru- 
mours that Major-General 
Robin Cook would soon be re- 


By Robert Fisk 
in Paris 



Mflotinovic: Tfs rejected* 


turning to Paris to set yet more 
ttearilrnfm and propose more 
possible air strifes. 

General Cook’s ADC, Cap- 
tain Hubert Vedrine, the 
French fbreign Minister; was 
already accusing the Serbs of 
backtracking. “The very last 
moment has not yet come," he 
told the National Assembly yes- 
terday In words that might 
have been scripted by Ms 
British superior officer “The 
last word has not reaDy been ut- 
tered. But the moment of troth 
is not foe" The Kosovars pre- 
ferred to remain silent. Wisely 
so. They had, after afl, an- 
nounced their preparedness to 
sign the political agreement 

“They will sign the Bible 
and the Koran if you ask them 
now;” a Serb journalist confid- 
ed at the police barrier in the 
rue Kleben “Milosevic’s guys 
have banded outa 20-page doc- 
umentof'corriplaiints 1 that tears 
up the original agreement" 
And so they had. The Serbs 
didn’t Kki» the judicial system 
proposed for Kosovo and sup- 
posedly agreed by all at last 
month's Ramboiritiet talks. 


They didn’t want Kosovo to 
have its own president But if 
anfythe Kosovare would accept 
those 20 pages of amendments, 
the Serbs would go along with 
the revised (and thus worth- 
less) “political agreement". 

What we don't know, howev- 
er is what the real generals are 
thinking. Take Dragoijub Oj- 
danic, far example, the Yu- 
goslav chief of staff Or Bade 
Marknvic, the bead of Serbia’s 
secret pofica They are not part 
of the Serb delegation in Paris; 
they remain behind in Bel- 
grade as part ofMr Milosevic’s 
decreasing inner circle. Are 
they advising their master that 
Nato is still Muffing? Or are they 

rfiC nrnrn ending a litilgh nmhfng 

from Natoto stiffen the Serbian 
backbone - and perhaps pro- 
vide a get-out clause for Milo- 
sevic to hand over Kosovo? Or 
are they - and here’s the rub - 
assuring their leader that the 
Yugoslav air force might be 
able, in the event of a Nato of- 
fensive, to do a little Argentine- 
style damage to Nato’s Adriatic 
fleet? 

Zn the rue Hebei; they were 
even saying that the whole 
panjandrum might dose down 
as soon as tonighf; leaving a few 
days for General Cook and 
Captain Vedrine to make some 
more of their famous threats 
and persuade an American - 
Supreme Allied Commander 
Albright, perhaps - to make 
“one last journey for peace" to 
Belgrade. As we all know, the 
Americans are ready to shout 
“chocks away". And the British 
too, up to a point But the Ger- 
mans and the Italians and the 
French, and just about every- 
body rise, is beginning to won- 
der what happens after the 
bombs start to fall 

No wonder Mr MSkstmovic 
had such a broad smile. 



British members of Nato’s extraction force in Macedonia patrol at Skopje yesterday as they wait for a peace mission to Kosovo Reuters 

Kosovo dissidents reject deal 


THE KOSOVO Albanians’ agree- 
ment to the Western "peace 
plan for the province was 
thrown into doubt yesterday 
after a splinter group of the 
Kosovo liberation Army (KLA) 
denounced the deal. 

“Tiis easy for them to accept 
a compromise and present that 
as their big victory, because it 
was not their friends who were 
MDed and whose last message 
was that we should fight to toe 
end," said a statement from the 
KLA zone of Podujevo. 

The PDdqjevo region, close 
to the border with Serbia prop- 
er is under the command of 


By Emma Daly 

in Ljubcrvac 


“Remi”. Last month he told 
Wiliam Whiter; chief of toe in- 
ternational monitoring mission 
m Kosovo, that he would never 
disarm his forces, even though 
the peace deal required it 
Yugoslav troops continued 
tharmOitary offensive in Kbso- 
vo yesterday concentrating on 
the triangle of land between 
Vudtrn, Srbica and Mitrovica, 
and forcing KLA rebels to with- 
draw from the area After they 
captured the village trfVrbnica, 
huge plumes of smoke were vis- 


ible as buildings were set 
ablaze. Tank shells crashed 
into the villages of Ljubovac, Qs- 
njan and Gahca. 

The army has embarked on 
a drive wekwards, aimed at 
subduing the KLA heartlands 
on the border with Albania. 
The action threatens dozens of 
Albanian villages in the east of 
Kosovo and yesterday hun- 
dreds of civilians began the 
trek west out to Srbica and 
Glogovac, where they hope to 
find refuge. 

Their fears were heightened 
by reports that a column of 
Serbian armoured vehicles. 


including seven T-72 tanks, had 
already moved into Srbica, 
known in Albanian as 
“Skenderaj". 

“Wfe beard that a lot of forces 
had moved into Skenderaj," 
said Basri Nura, who was 
driving a tractor pulling a 
trailer in which his mother and 
three sisters huddled under 
an old, grey blanket 

Several more tractors 
moved along toe muddy road, 
past groups of people walking 
out Elheme Bardiqi and two 
friends were moving their 
15 children to a safer village, the 
children bundled up against 


the biting wind in brightly 
coloured jackets, hats and 
gumboots. 

Mrs Bardiqi said: “We want- 
ed to escape with the children 
because they were frightened 
- they were crying when they 
heard the shelling." 

The rebel fighters fear that 
the civilians fleeing their 
villages may end up trapped if 
the Yugoslav tanks in Srbica 
join the pincer movement. 

“We are trying to let the 
civilians know it JSrbical is not 
a good situation Ifor them I.” 
said one fighter. “But we have 
to fight somewhere." 






The 

French 

Connection 


Take the shortest sea ravie to France and 
cross the Channel from Dover to Calais. 

Catch a luxury car Terry with duty free 
shops, restaurants and entertainment all on 
board. Or hop on a hovercraft or catamaran 
with departures around every half an hour. 

Choose from well-stocked 
hypermarkets and boutiques. Take in the 
local sights. Savour tempting cuisine. 
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And, if you're travelling further afield, 
iher's easy access to the European wotoniwy 
network the minute you leave port. 

For your first and lasting impression of 
France, remember. 


Calais 

.> Ifg j gi nsju&th. s .€ a r 



•: 'S-' v - = ‘-- 


Seventh 
IOC man 
maybe 
sacked 

By Paul Lashmar 


THE OLYMPIC movement's 
second most powerful figure 
may face expulsion when the 
International Olympic Com- 
mittee begins its emergency 
meeting in Switzerland today. 

The IOC’s investigating 
team has been examining new 
evidence against Un Ying Kim, 
a South Korean. He would be 
the seventh member upon 
whose sacking toe full com- 
mittee will decide. 

The inquiry commission, 
headed by the vice-president 
Dick Pound, of Canada, met 
yesterday after receiving 
“some tetters and documents". 
Until toe Salt Late City bribeiy 
scandal broke last December 
Mr Kim, 67, was expected to 
take over in 2001 from the pres- 
ident Juan Samaranch. 

fa Mr Pound’s second report, 
published last week, there were 
three allegations against Mr 
Km. Acconfidg to the report; he 

hadeJkatedfevoursfortworfhis 

children and a Russian teenager 
from toe Salt Late City ccm- 
mittee which ^ was laddmgfar toe 
2002 Winter Olympic Games. 
'IhecommissibnreaOTmerried 
that Mr Km recrived “the most 
serious of warnings". 

Six other members were 
recommended for expulsion: 
Agustm Arroyo of Ecuador, 
Jean-Claude Gangs of Congo, 
Zein El Abdin Abdel Gadir of 
Sudan, Lamine Keita of Mali, 
Sergio Santander of Chile and 
Samoa's Paul WaBwork. 
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Want ^9 capped rate 
mortgage that could 
save you £14,000? 

With our capped rate mortgage you can be confident that your interest rate will not 
rise above 5.90% (6.2% APR typical) until June 2002. Even if our variable rate goes up, 
yours can't rise above your copped rale, and if it falls below this, you pay even less. 
So you can't lose. After June 2002. the rate becomes variable and. unlike some lenders, 
Phone A Mortgage doesn’t tie you info the mortgage for a given period. 

In addition, with Phone A Mortgage your interest Is calculated daily from day one, 
which means you pay less interest and pay the loan off sooner. And after the copped 
rate period, you can also: 

• increase your monthly repayments or make lump sum repayments 

m use your mortgage to take a repayment holiday or fond something you've always 
wanted, fife a new car. if you have paid more than the minimum amount 

Phone A Mortgage saves you time ond money. For example, you could save 
£14,837.55 interest on a £60.000 mortgage ond repay 6 years and 8 months early by 
increasing your monthly repayments each year by 2.0%, This is compared to our 25 
year standard repayment mortgage tor the same amount. 

Call now. Lines are open Monday to Friday 8.00am to 9.00pm, and at weekends from 
9.00am to 6.00pm. 


PHONE MORTGAGE 
Call now 0800 783 85 83 
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Rain, rain, rain all winter - and it could last 20 years 


IN THE Pacific North-west, 
they are used to rain. It is what 
makes the forests lush and 
green. It is what keeps more 
Californians from upping 
sticks and moving there. Rain 
is what they know. Rain is 
what they can handle. 

So when it rained uninter- 
ruptedly for almost the whole 
of February, the citizens of 
Oregon and Washington kept 
a brave face. When the weath- 
er forecasters pointed out that 
the rain has been relentless 
since early November, and 
threatens to stay that way 
until May, there were mur- 
murs of dismay, certainly, but 
nothing to upset the prevailing 
stoicism. 

Then, a few days ago, came 
the proverbial raindrop too 
fan A particularly ugly storm 
accompanied by high winds 
played havoc with the elec- 
tricity supply, toppled trees 
and - horror of horrors - 
knocked out the coffee service 
on a commuter feny plying the 
thin strip of Puget Sound from 
Bainbridge Island to Seattle. 
Well, that was just too much. 

“Of course people com- 
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PACIFIC NORTH-WEST 


plained,” said Susan Harris- 
Huether, spokeswoman for 
Washington state’s ferry ser- 
vices. “If they don’t get their 
latte..." 

And now North-westerners 
are venting their anguish in 
the only ways they know bow 
- blaming the forces of evil in 
the world (California, mainly) 
and cracking jokes. 

like the one about the 
woman who visits Seattle and 
realises that it has not stopped 
r aining for a week. So she 
stops a kid on the street and 
asks: “Bey. does it ever stop 
r ainin g around here?" To 
which he answers: “I wouldn't 
know. Fm only six." 

The truth is, the region has 
gone through the wettest win- 
ter since records began. 

Barely one day in five has 
been dry over the past three 
months. There have been 
mudslides and floods on the 
roads. Up in the Cascade 
mountains, they had to dose 


down resorts while they spent 
two days digging diairUfts out 
of the snow. 

Most spectacularly, an oil 
tanker crashed ashore in 
southern Oregon a month ago, 
spilling around 70,000 gallons 
of qQ. killing birds and threat- 
ening shellfish stock s . 

Because of the relentless 
storms, salvage crews have 
found it almost impossible to 
stop the ship, the New Cctris- 
sa , from drifting and causing 
more damage. Ten days ago, 
a huge tugboat tried to tow the 
wreckage and its remaining 
cargo of 130,000 gallons of oQ 
offshore for a deep-sea buriaL 
But one of the towing bridles 
snapped and the ship's carcass 
was washed back to shore. 

According to meteorolo- 
gists, this winter could be the 
harbinger of a general change 
for the worse. The North-west 
is subject to weather move- 
ments called Pacific decadal 
oscillations, and a 20-year pe- 


riod of relative dryness may be 
giving way to a wet period that 
is likely to last for just as long. 
On top of that is La Nina, the 
Pacific current pattern that 
pushed last year’s Californian 
storms several hundred miles 
north. 

Republicans have sought 
to lay the poor climate at the 
door of the Democratic state 
administration, spying a lot of 
“liberal hot air” has played 
havoc with the environment 
And former governor Mike 
Lowiy, for one, seems willing 
to accept the blame. 

“Environmentalists li ke me 
want more wetiands,” he said. 
“And Fm getting them right 
outside in the parking lot” 

Some, of course, see divine 
intervention in all those rain- 
clouds. Retribution, perhaps, 
for excessive exploitation of 
tiie beautiful landscape. On as 
the former Seattle deputy 
mayor Bob Royer sees it, 
God’s scheme to put those 
uppity Californians in their 
place. “This is the only way to 
get all those newcomers to 
move back south,” he said. 

ANDREW GUMBEL 



Driving through flooded roads has become a way of life in parts of rain-drenched Oregon 
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New research can help you reduce the odds. 


Trawling through the financial pages for 
your last PEP is a bit like entering a crowded 
bazaar with store holders shouting at you from 
all angles. Who do you buy from? The one who 
shouts the loudest or the one that 'promises' you 
the best deal? 

ideally, before making such a decision you'll 
want the added confidence and reassurance that 
can only come from a truly impartial and credible 
source. That's why we asked The WM Company, 
one of the world's leading investment 
performance consultants, to shine an 
independent light on the key issues. 

If you can spare five minutes to read 
their findings, we promise it will make the task 
of choosing your last PEP considerably easier. 
We start with a remarkable fact that has led to 
one of the biggest debates ever in the 
investment industry, and which triggered the 
research... 


THE INDUSTRY'S BEST KEPT SECRET 


Before we entered the PEP market; we 
looked at the hundreds of PEPs on offer and 
discovered that less than one in ten actively 
managed funds outperformed the FT-SE 
Actuaries' All-Share Index of the top 828 UK 
companies - the industry benchmark for 
performance. 



* a! fund managers who haw underperformed the Mt-Sbare Index- 
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Source: Standard 4 Poor's MIcropaL UK growth and Income sector, to 
31 December 1998. Buying to setting unit prices. o« Income reinvested. 


'Tracker' funds, which simply trade their 
chosen index by investing in all the companies 
that make it up, are not new. But before 
Virgin's high profile launch four years ago, 
trackers accounted for only a tiny part of the 
UK investment market Why, you might ask? 


A TRULY OBJECTIVE VIEW 


It's this issue that we asked WM to consider. 
After ail, the first dedsion you need to make 
when choosing your PEP is whether to go for a 
tracker fund or to try to find an active fund 
manager who can beat it 

WM studied the performance of funds 
in the UK Growth & Income sector over 20 years 
to the end of 1998. These funds can be directly 
compared with the FT-SE All-Share Index. 


They found that in any five year period, 
active funds had around a one in four chance of 
outperforming a tracker. Over longer periods, 
they fared even worse. 

These figures take into account annual 
management charges but not the initial charges 
levied by active funds. Allowing for all charges 
reduces the odds still further and its easy to see 
why 

The average actively managed PEP has total 
charges over a five year period of 11.5% 
(source: Best PEP). Compare this with a typical 
tracker fund with no initial charge and a 1 % 
annual management charge (just 5% over five 
years) and it becomes clear what a tough job an 
active manager has on his hands. He needs to 
outperform the market by 6.5% just to keep 
pace with a tracker! 


GUT ARE ACTIVE FUNDS 
A GAMBLE WORTH TAKB-X 


it would seem not. WM found, not 
surprisingly, that to give them a chance of 
outperforming trackers, active funds took on 
more risk. This resulted in wild fluctuations 
in performance which were not generally 
associated with higher returns. In WM's own 
words "active investors were not being 
rewarded for the extra risk." 


THERE’S WORSE NEWS TO COMfeV 


Even so, many PEP investors are still willing 
to try and upset the odds by finding that elusive 
outperforming fund manager. And the 
generally accepted way of choosing is to look at 
a fund's past performance. 


However, this is the area where WM's 
findings are most disturbing. They concluded 
that as a whole, the top performing actively 
managed funds over a five year period had no 
more than a random chance of being the top 
performing funds over the following five year 
period. 

What's more, the evidence suggested that 
the very poor performers actually had a better 
chance of being the stars of the fiiture than the 
former stars themselves! 

So what hope then is there for finding that 
elusive manager? 


If your instinct is still to gamble, that* fine 
provided you're happy with the odds. If, however, 
you feel die risks of active management are just 
not worth it and trackers offer more for less; read 
on- 

THE VMGM GROWTH PEP 

;9 A proven approach to Inv es t m ent. ’ 


. Virgin Growth PEP has c on sis te ntly : 

remained among the tpp performing ; 
PEPS, month a^^monfihkyear Vv 
afteryear. ' 

• 20% a year. Tax free. \--*V . T' ; 


Virgin Growth PEP customer*; who 
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No salesmen; no commission and no ) 
v v expensive fijnd managers meare np initial \ 
dwiges whatsoever and an annual * • vvv' 
managefnenfecharge of just 1 - 

• The market leader. ' 

We now look after £1.4 bfflipnon behalf of 
over 200,000 customers making the Virgin 


traddngPEP friihe UK. 






CALL US NOW TO FIND OUT MORE 

0345 900 900 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK FROM 8am - 10pm 

www.viigin-^lrecLcojjk 


Virgin Direct Personal Financial Service Ltd is regulated by the Personal investment Authority. The price of units and any income from them can go down as well as up and you may not get bade the 
amount you invest Past performance Is not necessarily a guide to the future. You can invest in a PEP right up until S April 1999 when they will attract the same tax benefits as the new individual 
Savings Account All calls are retarded and monitored. •Source Standard & Poor’s MicropaI,wwwjrnicro , [Mlxom, single investment, 63.95 to buying to selling prlcis, gross income reinvested. 
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Forbes unveils 
presidency 
bid on the Net 


THE MILLIONAIRE publisher 
Steve Forbes bunched his sec- 
ond campaign for the US pres- 
idency yesterday - on the 
Internet - and promised to 
wage a “new, information age 
campaign”. 

The <Fbrbes2000.com > 
website sprang into life short- 
ly before Warn, after teasing vis- 
itors with a “stand-by” notice 
for the previous 12 hours. In a 
recorded message, Mr Fbrbes 
said: “Today. I’m happy to an- 
nounce the b eginning of my 
campaign” and described it 
as u a national crusade to re- 
store Ronald Reagan's vision 
of hope and prosperity for all 
Americans”. 

Practically afi the presiden- 
tial candidates (and many con- 
gressional candidates) have 
their own websites, but Mr 
Forbes is the first to use it for 
his declaration. 

Boasting news of his cam- 
paign “first, fast and unfil- 
tered”, the website said that Mr 
Fbrbes was offering “a dra- 
matic reform agenda to de- 
fend America's economy, 
security and values” and pre- 
pare every child to “compete 
and succeed in the information 
age economy”. 

Mr Fbrbes is the fourth Re- 
publican to announce formally 
a presidential bid, but another 
six have already made it dear 
that they are in the running, in- 


BY Mary Dejevsky 
in Washington ! 

eluding the two favourites, 
George W Bush and Elizabeth 
Dole. While these two have 
outlined priorities and pro- . 
grammes that tend towards ; 
the Republican centre, Mr 
Fbrbes, 51. has moved, if any- 
thing. further to the right since ■ 
his last campaign - coupling his 
former tax-cutting zeal with a' 
firmer moral pitch. 

Mr Fbrbes, who spent $32m 
(£ 20 m> on his last campaign, is 
a proponent of the idea of a^fial 
tax", which would set a single, 
km; income and sales tax rale 
and abolish most concessions 
and allowances. 

In theory this is designed to 
make the tax burden fairer, 
but its opponents argue vari- 
ously that it would penalise 
the poor, require too high a 
basic tax rate to be attractive, 
and minimise the redistributive 
function of taxation. 

A firmer moral dimension to 
his campaign could also dilute - 
Mr Forbes’ appeal, driving 
some supporters away and foil- 
ing to attract new ones. 

Even if taking the high moral 
ground gives a Republican can- 
didate an advantage, candi- 
dates like the Christian 
conservative, Gary Bauer, al- 
ready hold that constituency 
and are unlikely to cede it 
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Banking and Accountancy 
Recruitment Fair 

14 April, Cabot Hal, Canary Wharf London . . 

IT Recruitment Fair 

9/10 June, The New Connaught Rooms, London 

IT Recruitment Fair 

8/9 September, The New Connaught Rooms, London 

IT Recruitment Fair 

2/3 November, The New Connaught Rooms, London 
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GIVI crop ban ‘disastrous 9 for EU 

NOVARTIS, the Swiss life sciences group, warned yesterday 
that a ban on genetically modified crops could destroy 
European farming, Wolfgang Sazno, head of agribusiness, 
said the moratorium backed by environmental groups and 
the UK Conservative Party would have a “disastrous” 
effect Novartis’s 1998 net income was Sfrfi-lbn (£2.6bn). 

Tarmac nears £1.5bn demerger 

TARMAC moved closer to a £l. 5 bn demerger of its building 
materials and construction divisions with plans to iqject 
most of its £317m debt into the materials subsidiary Chief 
executive Sir Neville Simms is to become chairman and 
chief executive of the construction company; the building 
materials group will be led by Roy Harrison. 


STOCK MARKETS 



FTSE 100 







11 W T F M T 



DOW JONES 


NIKKEI 


/ 



9300 ~7^r 



7" 





W I F M I 

W T F M 1 


INDICES 

Quin Ognftl n ilk 


iWnadpfk*Sfn 


Up n mk Iwiimw 


FI5E 100 


fJXISfi. 


6201.90 -4.90 -0.08 6365.40 1.599 JO 2.63 


5519.70 O.BO 0.02 5970.90 4247.60 3.06 


FTSE3S0 


2957.50 -1.90 -0.06 3024-90 2210.40 2.69 


FtAg SmallTj p 2375.60 


0.39 2793.80 1834.40 3.43 


FT5E FledgHnfl 1290.20 3.90 0.30 1517.10 1046JQ 4j4 


FTSE AIM 


B5B.30 -1.70 -0.20 1166.90 761.30 1.08 


FTSE Eurotop 100 2907.97 11.51 0.40 3079,27 201B.15 2.06 


FTSE Eurotop 300 1255.25 3.24 0.26 1332.07 B80.63 135 




9966.82 


9 .44 0.10 9970.15 7400.30 1.59 


NMH 


16072.82 _ 293.22 1.86 17111.59 127B7.90 0.88 


Hang Seng 


10911.25 74.39 0 69 11926.16 6S44.79 3,27 


9*. 


SOP 500 


5099.63 65.39 1 .30 6217.83 3B33.71 1 .70 


1309.00 1.86 0.19 1307.5A 913.32 133 


Nasdaq 


2999.35 17.86 0.79 2533.99 1357.09 0,28 


Toronto 300 


6623.60 19,20 0.22 7837,70 5320.90 1.60 


Brazil Bovwpj 10671.67 293.92 2.39 12339.19 9575.69 5.89 


Belgium Bel20 3398.29 9.99 0.13 3713.21 2696-26 2.10 


Amsterdam Each 590,69 5.59 1.05 600.65 366.58 1.90 


France CAC 90 91B6.35 jjj 0.03 9909.99 2881.21 1.86 


Milan MIB 30 36806.00 -263 00 -0.71 39170.00 29175.00 1.11 


Madrid Ibex 35 10213.90 92.90 0J2 10989.80 6869.90 1.71 


Irish Overall 


5293.83 -3B.1S -0.72 55B1.70 3732.57 1.59 


S Korea Comp 


601.83 




1.66 651.95 277.37 0.36 


Australia ASX 


2992-20 


2.70 0.09 2990.60 2386.70 3 09 


INTEREST RATES 




US LONG BOND 

558 


at lpn.<hnm 

MONEY MARKET RATES 

Wchg 1 V 


BOND YIELDS 


»rdg lljw 


5.92 -2.13 5 38 -2.15 9.99 -1.92 9.50 -1.34 


US 


5.00 -0.68 5.28 -0.50 5 10 0-99 


5.97 


0.39 


topan 


0.19 -0.52 0.23 -0.99 1.88 0 12 2.98 0.62 


Germany 3.09 -0.97 3 03 -0.70 3.98 -0.90 9.96 -0.98 


CURRENCIES 


S/E 

** II 


A 


,f ’V 



1 



W I F M I 

W I F 

M T 





Yen 


POUND 

h 5pm Chugs *Tr Ago 


Tram f/t/M for 

DOLLAR 

u >1" Hi mg s -fr«ff 


Dollar 


16297 f 0.2 3c 1.6680 Sterling 0,6155 -0.09P 0,5995 

0.9157 -17.77c 0.S571 


Euro 1.9879 -*0.906 1 .9079 Euro 


191.28 +U0.25 216.90 Vfcn 117.68 -¥0.08 129.52 


E index 102.30 0.00 106.80 $ Mot 107 90 0.00 109.00 


OTHER INDICATORS 


Oess Chg Tr Ago 


tndu Qig Yrsgs West Bgs 

Brent Oil ISI 12 10 0.09 11.61 OOP 11590 3 00 112.09 Mar 


Gold (51 283.95 -3.25 299 35 RP1 163.90 2.90 1 39.S7 Mar 


Sihrtr {$) 5.06 -0.15 6.12 

wwiN.bloombergxom/iik 


TOURIST RATES 


Australia ISI 

2.4903 

Mexican (nuevo peso) 

(4.38 

Austria (schillings) 

19.87 

Netherlands (guilders) 

3.1901 

Belgium (francs) 

58 2.2, 

New Zealand (5) 

2.9338 

Canada (Si 

2.4032 

Norway (kroner) 

12.45 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.8347 

Portugal (escudos) 

288.31 

Denmark (kroner) 

10.81 

Saudi Arabta (rials) 

5.8884 

Finland (markka) 

86382 

Singapore (S) 

2.6467 

France (francs) 

9.2r987 

South Africa (rands) 

9.6274 

Germany (marks) 

2.8425 

Spain (pesetas) 

240.20 

Greece (drachma) 
Hong Kong (S) 

466.3B 

12.15 

Sweden (kronor) 
Switzerland (francs) 

13.01 

2.3212 

Ireland (punts) 

(.1377 

Thailand (bahts) 

54.26 

Indian (rupees) 

61.67 

Turkev (Erasi) 

564430 

Israel (shekels) 

6.01 32 

USA (SI 

1.5803 

Italy (lira) 

2814 



japan (yen) 

186.56 

Rales ftrraiatoipcflMS# Mfr 

Malaysia (ringgits) 
Malta (lira) 

5.8362 

0.6178 

Source- Thonw* Cook 






S- t 


•’ > 


‘‘ 0 J* i& 

f. i 




i ; 


! / 



v . m " k 




4 .* t - v '■% i 


v-4 r 


' \ 4 

u 



. -A 




# v a 

k ’ , - - # 


- f <1 
\ I V 


. > A 



Traders on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange celebrating as the Dow passes the 10,000 level for the first lime Mike Segar I Reuters 


Dow 

breaks 

10,000 

barrier 


the DOW 10,000 arrived 
yesterday writes David 
Upborne in New York. 
History was made and the 
feel-good American economy 
that has been powering 
stocks higher for the past four 
and a half years suddenly felt 
even better Then, in the blink 
of an eye -or the pop of a 
champagne cork- it was gone 
again. The five-digit Dow was 
four digits again. 

The breaking of the 
mythical barrier happened at 
9.50am, just 20 minutes into 
the day’s trading. All heads 
on the New York Stock 
Exchange floor turned to the 
flashing numbers and there 
it was: Industrial Average up 
4LS5 points at 10,001.12. 
There were cheers and 
applause until, just as 
quickly, the numbers began 
to sink back to the ninety- 
nine hundreds. 

The index, a composite of 
the share prices of 30 US 
blue-chip companies, has 
surged no less than 6,000 
points since 1995. 


Goldman 
staff to 
receive 
$ 360,000 
payouts 


BY DAVID USBORNE 
in Newark 

and Andrew Garfield 
in London 


Airbus to take £400m 
charge for ‘black hole’ 


Base Rates 5.50 7J5 

OUat 5pm 

SOURCE BLOOMBERG 


GOLDMAN SACHS' 13,000 Staff 
are to be given shares worth an 
average $360,000. when ihefinn 
goes public in May with a price 
tag of up to $23.4bo, according 
to figures released fay the Wall 
Street investment bank 
yesterday. 

The value oftfae shares being 
given to the firm's221 partners 
in exchange for their existing 
holdings works out at $52m on 
average, although the figure 
hides a wide disparity in hold- 
ings, with those of some indi- 
viduals likely to be in the 
hundreds of millions. 

The figures are included in 
the official filing with the US Se- 
curities and Exchange Com- 
mission, which vets all public 
offerings. 

One of the biggest surprises 
is fee level of basic salary of the 
top five partners of the firm, 
which was revealed for the first 
time yesterday as a mere 
$600,000. although the figure 
does not include their 
substantial bonus payments. 

The stock sale should be 
worth up to $3.45bn (ELI bn) and 
account for as much as 14.7 per 
cent of the company- That will 
make it the second-largest ini- 
tial puhlic offering QPO) in New 
%rk this decade, second to the 
$4.4hn public offering in Conoco 
last October 

The sale will mark the 130- 
year-old firm’s second attempt 
at going public. Plans for an 
earlier share sale were abrupt- 
ly shelved in September fol- 
lowing turmoil in the financial 
markets and a sharp slump in 
profits. 

In the SEC filing, Goldman 
said it planned to sell as many 
as G9 million shares at $40 to $50 
each. That would value the 
bank at $23.4bn, about the same 
as JP Morgan. About 42 million 
shares will be sold by Goldman 
itself. 

Business Review, page 3 


AIRBUS INDUSmiE, the Euro- 
pean aircraft manufacturer; is 
being forced to set aside around 
£400m to cover a “black hole” in 
its accounts relating to past 
losses on jet orders. 

The disclosure came as it 
emerged that the four Airbus 
partners, including British Aero- 
space, have formaft^appGed to 
their governments for up to 
£2bn in launch aid for the pro- 
posed 600-seat super jumbo, the 
A3XX 

BAe, which has a 20 per cent 
share of Airbus, is thought to 
have applied for around £410m 
in repayable launch funding 
Hie other partners are Aerospa- 
tiale of France, Daimler-Benz 
Aerospace of Germany and 
Casa of Spain. 

Nod Fbrgeard, chief execu- 
tive of Airbus, said he was con- 


ByMichael Harrison 

Business Editor 
; £* • 

fident the A3XX programme 
could be launched by mid-2000. 
However; be indicated that the 
transformation of Airbus into a 
singte corporate entity was now 
unfikdy to be completed before 
autumn next year; 13 months be- 
hind schedule. 

The £400m provision is to 
cover losses on orders boohed in 
the three years from 1995 to 1997 
when Airbus and Boeing of the 
US fought a savage price war. 

Previously Airbus has sup- 
ported aircraft, sales with apack- 
age of support measures 
including guarantees, spares 
and pQot training, but has not 
taken them as an upfront cost 
From now on it will shoulder a 
much bigger share of these 


costs, and financing charges, at 
the time a sale is made. 

Mr Fbrgeard refused to dis- 
close figures. But it is thought 
the partners have agreed to 
take £200mtf the provision hi the 
1998 accounts, leaving the con- 
sortium nursingaloss of £120dl 

It has also taken has a £30m 
to &0m provision against a can- 
celled order from the Philip- 
pines. This means that, leaving 
aside provisions, Airbus as a con- 
sortium made a profit of about 
£40m last yean However indus- 
try estimates d the underlying 
profitability of Airbus, stripping 
out exceptional charges and ex- 
change-rate losses, range from 

£400m to £450m. 

The tightening of Airbus’s 
accounting is in readiness for its 
change into a conventional pub- 
lic company with shareholders 


and a proper balance sheet 
However progress on this and 
the exchange of valuations of 
partners’ Airbus assets will not 
occur until Aerospatiale is pri- 
vatised this summer It wifi then 
take a further year to complete 
the change. 

The A3XX, a double-decker 
aircraft rap a h l ** seating 550 to 
680 passengers, will cost $10bn 
to develop and will sell for be- 
tween $2I3m and $246m, Mr 
Fbrgeard said. Spending on the 
programme by the partners in- 
creases by 50 per cent this yean 
with 1,000 staff now working on 
development in Britain. France, 
Germany and Spain. 

The aim is to start marketing 
the A3XX to airlines at the end 
of this year launch the pro- 
gramme in mid-2000 and tying 
it into service in 2005. Airbus be- 


lieves there is demand for up to 
L400 such aircraft over the next 
20 years. 

Despite reports to the con- 
trary, it is understood that 
British Airways remains a 
strong supporter of toe A3XX 
and does not want to see aqy slip- 
page in the timetable. 

About one-third of the pro- 
gramme wQl be with risk and 
revenue-sharing partners out/ 
side the Airbus consortium. One- 
third would come from the 
partners and the final third from 
government launch aid. 

Risk-sharing partners Air- 
bus is talking to indude Fbkfaen 
Saah, Finmeccanica, Mitsubishi 
of Japan and Aerostructures 
Corporation erf the US. 

MrForgeanl said he tod not 
expect Boeing to launch a rival 
jet in advance of Airbus. 
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Shunned Unigate in 
hostile Terranova bid 


UNIGATE yesterday launched 
the first hostile bid in the food 
sector for more than six years 
by tabling a £2285m offer Ter- 
ranova Foods, the chilled foods 
company demerged from Hills- 
down Holdings in October. 

The cash offer; at I35p per 
share, was immediately reject- 
ed fay Terranova management 
It said the bid was rinadtequate. 
Opportunistic and faQs to reflect 
the current value or future 
prospects’*. Terranova shares 
soared fay 3lp to 135 £p, in ch- 
eating prospected a higher bid. 

Analysts said Unigate would 
have to raise its offer price to 
around 140p to 150p to secure 
victory It is thought some of Tfer- 
ranova’s institutions will be 
loobingfor a reasonable premi- 
um to the 140p price at which 
Terranova was demerged from 
Hfllsdown last autumn. 

The bid will be seen as a test 


by Nigel cope 
A ssociate City Editor 

of nerve for Sir Ross BucUand, 
chief executive of Unigate. He 
walked away from a £L6bn ted 
for the whale of Hfllsdown last 
year; having principally been 
interested in toe chilled food 
operation. Over the weekend an 
attempt to gain an agreed deal 
foiled when a 125p Unigate 
approach was rejected. 

Yesterday Sir Ross said be 
had only been interested in the 
chilled food business last yean 
bik HiDsdown’s reluctance to sell 
it separately forced him to make 
an offer for the whole company. 

Unigate, whose interests 
span dairy dulled foods and dis- 
tribution operations, said toe 
deal had “compeffing logic”. It 
highlighted scope for COSt Sav- 
ings and synergies, with Unigate 
adding its buying and distribu- 


tion to Terrarvova’s brands. It 
said Terranova’s Buxted chick- 
ens would fit with its own Mal- 
tonpig division. Unigate's Shape 
brand couWbeextended across 
Terranova’s ready meal and 
sandwich ranges. 

Analysts say there is scope 
for cost savings of at least I23m 
a year and that the deal could 
be earnings enhancing at up to 
200p. Unigate is underpressure 
to use its £l30m cash pile. 

This is the first hostile bid in 
food since Tbmkins won control 
of Ranks Hovis McDougaD in 
1992. Other bidders could enter 
the ring for Terranova, with 
Tbmkins a candidate. 

Sir Ross said: “Terranova 

has ingnfRripnf- spate tn tatro ari . 

vantage of the opportunities 
open to it This deal offers cer- 
tainty to shareholders." 

Unigate shares dosed un- 
changed at 4i0.5p. 


City hails public 
finance figures 


THE GOVERNMENTS finances 
were in such good shape last 
month, according to official fig- 
ures yesterday, that analysts 
concluded the surplus in 
1998-99 would be higher than 
Gordon Brown predicted in his 
Budget last week. 

The Public Sector Net Cash 
Requirement CPSNCR) showed 
asurphisof£L5fcaiinFebruaiy; 
taking the cumulative surplus 
for the first li months of the fi- 
nancial year to £l5.1bn. The 
Budget estimated the foil-year 
surplus would be £5.2bn_ 

Although Mar ch has tradi- 
tionally seen a big deficit be- 
cause of an end-of-year 
spending surge, this pattern 
has been less pronounced in re- 
cent years. Many analysts are 
therefore predicting a bigger 
surplus of£&-iObn. 

However, the Treasury 
downplayed these hopes yes- 


By Diane coyle 
Economics Editor 




terday suggesting the pattern 
of pifoik spending could be re- 
verting to the traditional 
profile. 

Even so, yesterday’s figures 
dearly show the public sector's 
healthy financial position. Net 
borrowing was in surplus by 
ELlbn in February, taking the 
cumulative total to £8.7bn com- 
pared with £3.3bn at the same 
Stage last fmaneial year. 

Income tax receipts were 
buoyant in February thanks to 
self-assessment But Customs 
& Excise receipts have fallen 
since the new yean 

Government expenditure is 
accelerating as the year-end ap- 
proaches, from April to Febru-^ 
ary, running £6bn higher than, 
the first 11 months of 1997/M. < 


AROUND THE WORLD’S MARKETS 


LONDON 

ESEa 

blue CHIPS lost ground for the 
third day in succession. Footsie 
eased 4.9 points to 6J101 J after at 
one time sporting a £L8 point gain. 
But supporting shares were more 
resilient with toe mid cap index 
edging 0.8 higher to 5,519.7 and the 
small cap rising 9.2 to 2^75A 

Although the market endured a 
generally featureless session, 
trading was again busy with share 
turnover topping 1.1 billion. 

Colt Telecom, which led 
Monday’s retreat, headed the blue 
chips’ risers, rallying 56.5p to 
995.5p. 


IS AO PAULO 


BRAZILIAN STOCKS climbed IS 
per cent to reach their highest 
level since before the currency 
crisis last yean 

Sao Paulo’s Bovespa index 
brake through the 10,000 barrier 
for the first time since August 
After an &8 per cent rise on 
Monday, the index has risen over 
11 percent In two days. 

The surge in share prices is 
powered by increasing optimism 
that Brazil’s economy has begun 
its recovery from the currency 
crisis which began seven months 
ago. 


TOKYO 


STOCKS surged through the 16,000 
barrier for the first time since 
August last year on the back of 
foreign buying and upbeat 
co mments from the Bank of Japan. 
The Nikkei 225 dosed up L86 per 
cent or 293.22 points, at 16,072^2. 

Traders said foreign buyers were 
increasingly piling into &e market 
as the yen rose against the dollac 
Institutions were afraid of missing 
the effect of the rise, which boosts 
the value of dollar-de nominated 
portfolios. “The bear market that 
began in December 1989 ended in 
March 1999,” said one analyst 




PARIS 


THE BLUE-CHIP CAC40 index 
ended marginally up 0.03 percent 
at 4J8&35 as Steeet tracked 
back. “Everyone was waiting for 
the Dow to hit 10,000 and when it 
(fid we saw a wave of sefl orders," 
said one market-maker. 

Renault dumped 5.45 pm* cent 
amid selling by US clients worried 
about the risks of an alliance With 
Nissan. Fk-ance Telecom dosed 
down 1.77 per cent ahead of results 
today, dragging the CAC down 9 
points. But a 3.35 per cent rise at 
the insurance giant Axa countered 
FYance Telecom’s slide. 


FRANKFURT 


THE STOCK MARKET continued its 
rally in the wake of Oskar 
Lafontaine’s resignation, dosing up 
nearly 1 pa - cent TheXetraDAX 
index rose 47.70 points to end at 
5,090.33. 

Lufthansa, the national airfine, 
jumped <L5 per cent on news that it 
is to tod for a stake in Thai Airways, 
while Preussag jumped 45 per cent 
as it received the green light to sell 
SOpercentof its shipbuilding unit to 
Deutsche Babcock. Merger activity 
between the French banks rippled 
across the border lifting Deutsche 
Bads by 3.4 per cent 
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AIRBUS INDUSTRIE does not pub- 
lish its own accounts - (me of the 
joys of being part of that strange 
Frenefa hybrid known as a Groupe- 
ment TTInterets Ectmomique, or 
GIE. Even when finanwn) tnfrv r- 
n^on about the badness does 
seep out into the public Hnre a fo , ft 
is only after liberal use of t hat old 
accounting double act, and 
mirrors. 

Whether Airbus really mafcps 
money or loses ft is, like beauty, in 
the eye of the beholder Or to be 
more accurate, in the eyes of its 
industrial partners. Thus Airbus 
made a bottom-fine loss of £12 0m 
last year according to British Aero- 
space, but an umteriyingprofit of up 
to £450mifyoubefieve Aerospatiale 
of France. Fbrwhat it is worth, the 
figure they use down at Airbus 
headquarters in Toulouse is a £4Qm 
operating profit 

Noel Rkrgeard, who too* over as 
chief executive of this peculiar 
beast a year ago, has sensibly 
decided that much, of the profit 
i ,‘yt^z booking for the 

P&stthraeyearaisasfictkmalasthe 
finest work cffVJctor Hugo, and has 
begun to bring private sector con- 
entxons to bean 

Thus were the Airbus accounts 



Outlook 


for 1998 ever to see the light erf dag; 
theywonldsbowa£20am provision 
to cover exposure to unprofitable 
aircraft safes over the previous 
three years when the vicious price 
war with Boeing was at its height 
There wiD bemoreofthe same pro- 
visions this year and next, so that 
eventually Airbus win have taken 
some £400m in charges. 

The adoption of more conven- 
tional aiymmtir^g techniques is 
part of the necessary process of 
transforming Airbus into a single 
corporate entity with a recognisable 
balance sheet and a set of share- 
holders, as opposed to industrial 
partners. 

Ftall transparency is the name of 


the game Fbr the first h'mi» sm/y 
its creation three decades ago the 
tarp^ymrfthefaur rty^tth*T ”i»m" 
tries, who have already pumped 
some C2l» into Airbus, will be able 
to see what their money is buying. 

Conversion to this new status 
could take another 18 months, how- 
ever, and is supposed to be a pre- 
requisite for any more taxpayers’ 
money being handed over It is 
ominous, therefore, that the four 
partners have already applied for- 
mally for another £2bn of launch aid 
for the latest paper plane - the 
A3XX super jumbo - with the 
intention of launching the pro- 
gramme some time in xnid-2000. 

The economics of the 600-sea ter 
jet and the markets for such a 
huge beast are for from proven, 
however lyrical Airbus may wax 
about the aircraft. EbD con v e rsio n 
to pic status must be a non-nego- 
tiable precondition before a single 
penny more of taxpayers’ money is 
pumped into this project 


Dow milestone 


THE DOW through 10,000 is such a 
milestone that it seems worth 
returning to Wall Street's soar- 


away bufi market, even though this 
column attempted to pass judge- 
ment on it only Last week The 
bears and the bulk erf the “serious” 
British press, including the "Pink 
W and the Economist, have got 
it wrong again. 

In recent months many have 
taken to depiciingWbfl Street as one 
of the biggest financial bubbles of 
all time. Plainly the Americans 
don't believe it Radas will know 
that we haven’t been exactly 
immune to the bubble theory our- 
selves, but we somewhat betoted- 
Jy changed our minds when we saw 
action from the Federal Reserve to 
quell the turmoil in financial mar- 
kets last autumn, and the subse- 
quent strength of the recovery in 
equity markets. 

There are sdQ good reasons for 
caution, aid the bears must be right 
in insisting that eventual there wiD 
be a correction. Increasingly how- 
ever; they become like Tbqy Dye at 
Pirinlps& Drew, the scale of the cor- 
rection now needed to vindicate 
their underweight positions in US 
equities has become so horrendous 
that it would take an economic 
calami ty of mnnimwmbil propor- 
tions to bring it about. 

At this juncture that harder looks 


likely despite the growing size of 
the US trade deficit and the risk 
that foreign investors will not be 
prepared to finance it for very 
much longer. It probably doesn't 
make sense to pSe into US equities 
at these levels, but until the world 
changes, nor does it to predict 
calamity Foreigners are prepared 
to keep pouring capital mto the US 
not just because of the lack of 
alternatives, but also because 
American business for the time 
being seems to offer the best 
chance of innovation, advance- 
ment and growth. 

The US economy cannot keep 
growing indefinitely at the present 
beady pace without a resurgence in 
price pressures. Ina recent speech. 
Alan Greenspan, chairman of the 
Federal Reserve, wondered out 
loud whether the Fed bad not over- 
reacted in cutting interest rates as 
for as it did in response to the 
finanwil turmoil of the autumn. 

So fan however, the American 
economy shows little sign erf giving 

him an excuse to raise them again. 
Inflation remains stoically in 
abeyance. There are warning signs; 
how fog for instance, do zero short- 
term Interest rates in Japan help 
provide a prop for Wall Street? 


Bonds have also gone sharply into 
reverse so far this year But until 
there are real grounds for the Fed 
to act. US equity prices should 
hold their value. 


Terranova Foods 


YOU HAVE to go back to Tbmkins's 
bid for Ranks Hovis McDougall in 
1992 for the last hostile bid in 
Britain's none-too-exciting food 
sector. We’ve got another one now, 
hut sadly Unigate against Terra- 
nova Foods hardly has the look of 
a ding-dong battle. First, it is rela- 
five^r small at less than £230m. Sec- 
ond. it is unlikely to go the foil 
distance. 

We’ve been here before, of 
course, though the names hare 
changed a bit in the past few 
months. It was only last autumn 
that Unigate hadaCl.fibn dalliance 
with Hillsdown Holdings. It didn’t 
much fancy the whole package, 
you understand, only one of its 
attributes. It was the chilled foods 
operations that led it to make an 
approach for the whole of the Hills- 
down beast before eventually being 
frightened off. 

The division was therefore 


always bound to be vulnerable after 
being spun off in October as Ter- 
ranova Foods, and soil has proved 
Unigate had a go at an agreed deal 
at the weekend, but was rejected. 
Now it is a ease of third time lucky. 
Or so it hopes. 

What all this proves is that Uni- 
gale is as keen as mustard to buy 
this business. It wants Tbrranuva's 
European interests to add to its 

own, while Terra nova's Butted 
chickens would makt* a oval lit aith 
Unigate's Mai ton pig business Add 
to this the target's M&S sandwich 
supply business, and it looks a very 
tasty morsel. 

It won't win the prize aL this price, 
though. Ttrranuva has liardly been 
a stellar performer as a quoted 

entity, but U rugate's tapper share 
offer gives it a measly exit multiple 
of 14. The rise in Tbmmivn's .■•han* 
price to I35.5p means I’nigate must 
gp higher. 

Analysis reckon that around 
I50p would win the day. which 
would certainly suit Phillip:, & 
Drew, which was buying the .stuck 
heavily at around nop as rw *ntiy jin 
J anuary For it to get mure exciting 
than this would take a rival bidder 
to emerge. So far. Tomkins is the 
only name in the frame. 
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CSFB cuts bonuses after slide into the red 
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BONUSES HAVE been cut by 27 
per cent at Credit Suisse first 
Boston following a torrid year 
in which the inv e stm ent bank 
stomped Sfr221m (£93m) into 
the red after taking a hit of 
nearly Sfr2bn on last autumn’s 
Rfffltian bond market collapse: 

Credit Suisse, the bank’s 
Swiss parent, also said yester- 
day that Dick TTiornburgh is to 
step aside as group chief fi- 
nancial officer in April. Tfig 
place wfil be taken by Philip 
Ryan, currently efairf financial 
officer of Credit Suisse Asset 
Management, while Mr Thorn- 
burgh moves to anofherrale as 
vice chairman in charg e of risk 
management at CSFB. 

Bonuses were cut most 
steeply in equities and in 
emerging markets bonds, 
which suffered most beavfly in 
last autumn’s turmoil. These 
were also the areas which bore 
the brant of last year’s job 
cuts. 


By Andrew Garfield 

F inancial Fjffitnr 


bank has proposed for swap- 
ping worthless Bn«a'*n bonds 


However; the bank said that 
payouts were much better on 
the pure investment banking 
side, which had a very good 
year; and in US and European 
fixed income, which held up 
strongly. 

T Jifcas Mfiblpmarm, rhirf p y- 

ecotive officer of Credit Suisse 
Group said that, but for the 
R ussian losses, CSFB -would 
have made profits of Sfr2bo last 
yean 

At group lewd, howeveg prof- 
its rebounded sharper to 
SfrS.lbn post-tax from SfrfiOlm 
in 1997, despite the CSFB upset 
largely as a result of dramatic 

imp r mi Bmpnf at fln» hank's do- 
mestte retail operations. 

Speaking by video fink from 
New Ybrk yesterday, Allen 
Wheat CSFB chairman, re- 
peated the invitation to other 
hanks to join intheschsne the 


projects. 

While CSFB and its clients 
have as much of 40 percent of 
die total GKD and OFZ bond 
debt preliminary indications 
from the Russian government 
are that the scheme needs 
wider banking far it to get se- 
rious consideration. ‘The Russ- 
ian government’s reaction is 
that if it is something of mean- 
ingful size and can be a cohe- 
sive group they are very 
prepared to (fiscuss it,” be said. 
“I hope we can come up with 
something which suits the 
creditors and which also suits 
the Russian e cono my.” 

He said CSFB had suc- 
cessfully integrated the for- 
mer BZW businesses acquired 

from Barclays Bank the previ- 
ous year and had substantial- 
ly increased investment 
banking market share. 



Lukas MBUeuaan, chief executive officer of Credit Suisse Group, yesterday. He said 
CSFB would have made Sfr2bn profit but for Russian losses Mark ChUvers 


Rhodia tops US 
bid for Albright 


ALBRIGHT & WILSON, the fine 
chemicals group, wasyesterday 
thrust into a transatlantic 
takeover war after Rhodia of 
France launched a £455m cash 
offec topping a £408m bid from 
the US company Albemarle. 

Rhodia' s offer of 145p per 
share received the ccmditional 
backing of Phillips & Drew. 
A&W’s largest shareholder. 
The fund manager pledged to 
sell its 23 per cent stake to the 
French speciality chemicals 
group - majority owned by 
Rhdne-Pbulenc - provided no 
other party bids more than 
lGOp a share. The offer is bong 
made through an Austrian in- 
vestment vehicle to avoid in- 
terfering with Rh6ne-Foulenc’5 
merger with Hoecfast, foe Ger- 
man life sciences company. 

Rhodia asked the board of 
A&W to back its offer and with- 
draw the recommendation for 


BY FRANCESCO GUERRE RA 


Albemarle’s 130p-o share bid. 
A&W’ refused to comment but 
it is likely to back Rhodia at a 
board meeting tomorrow. 

Analysts said the move could 
trigger a counteroffer from 
Albemarle or flush out other 
bidders. "This is not a knockout 
blow,” said Martin Evans, head 
of research at Sutherlands. 

A&W shares soared 10.5pto 
148p, indicating the market's 
expectation of a higher bid. In- 
dustry* sources said Albemarle, 
which bought 18 per cent of 
A&W at I30p, could table a 
higher bid to force Rhodia to 
pay more. The US company 
said it was reviewing its options. 

Pierre Prot, Rhodia’s chief 
financial officer said a link with 
Albright would boost the com- 
bined group’s geographical cov- 
erage and buying power. 
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Art Galleries 


BRITISH AtmOUE DEALERS* 
ASSOCIATION FAIR Onto <* 
Vhrtrt Headtjuartsrs (Nr. Sloana 
Scfl Rd, CHolaea. SW3. 17- 
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0171-5806108. 
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18«W 318 COMPACT £224.99 
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Scots C190CUSS1C £26959 
PW318Sf £27959 

Ml FENTAIS ARE SW1EAD RENTALS 
3^35 10K RA NON MA1NT + VAT 
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Tel: 01277 201771 Fax: 01277 2018SS 
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PubKc Notices | 


MACLEAN formerly 
(RHYMES) NEE 
HAN1GAN. 
MARION 
ELIZABETH 
MACLEAN formerly 
(RHYMES) NEE 
HANIGAN late of 
Aylesbury, 
Budringbamshire died 
there on the 27th 
November, 1997 
(Residuary Estate 
about £28,000)- 
The kin of the above 
named are requested 
to apply to Mrs. H. 
Copeland, 3, Old 
Windmill Way, Long 
Cron don, Aylesbury, 
Buckinghamshire 
HP18 9BQ. failing 
which the Treasury 
Solicitor may take 
steps to collect the 
undisposed of estate- 
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Greenwood'S Exhibitions 

RO So* 49. Ay.'ksbuiy, O'jcki. HP22 OFF 
Tel: 01295 631181 / S3204O Fax: 01256 530394 


House & Home 
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MATTRESSES 
DIRECT from our 
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LIFETIME 
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ON ALL BED FRAMES 
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2&1 Hackney Road London Ez 
*38 Grays Inn Road London WCi 

can 0500 498 008 free 
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TRADITIONAL ROCKNG HORSES 


Real Leather & Brass Accessories 
Genuine Horsehair Mane & »» 


Hand-made to order 

Ring: 01372 454722 
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Hie Ultimate PC 

Our 500-3 V performance PC 
system induct** these 
■qpefb feature* tor Just 
a«B5 +VAT 


PC systems 


S00-3SEMC 
modtf stovn 



500 


MHz Procewor 


13 

Gb HaM DfeAc 


17” 

Serpen 


DVD 


ROM Sy3tom 


PC-TV 


Our new Pentium* III processor 
based systems provide the highest 
specification and performance and 
come complete with DVD, PC-TV 
and video camera from just £1095 
+ VAT or only £35.97 per month 
on our low APR plan. 

Buy now and pay nothing until 
March 2000 wfth the No Deposit, 
Interest Free option on our best 
buy Exec models. 


450 
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Ultimate PC 


Match 2000 
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• kvei Panawm* TH Processor 450MHz 

• 128M> SDRAM • 13 Gb UDMA hard disk 

• DVD-ROM cfcwe x4 and SoftDVD decoder 

• PC-TV System with teletext and Video Capture 

• Colour Video cwwavrth Ml videophone 

■ 15' digtal colour screen (17” optional extra) 

■ 8Mb ATI AGfte2 3D Graphics • 56K PCI voice modem 

• SoundBlaster 64 3D PCI W&uetabfe 

• Pramim speaker system (not shown) 

• Windows 96, Lotus SmartsuM Millennium, GSP DTP 
sute & IBM ViaVcxce 98 Executive Speech Recognition 

• M atandwd feehras indutfing Bacta^ CDs, 512K 
cache, i.44Mb topfy drive, Microsoft Intefiipolnt 
mouse end keytxard 

5004 with Intel Pentium HI processor SOOMHz. £1245 
+VAT = £149225 total price. 

5003 a tMfii bad Pentium 01 processor 500MHz, SSMb 
RAM, \r soeen as standard, Executive subwoofer 
system, new took case and LS-l 20 superftappy drive. 

£1495 +VAT =£1786 total price. 

Exec Models alpo include joys**, gamepad, 
microphone and over 13 extra CD software (RHP 
£325) and 5 top games for only £99+VAT=£l 1 633 extra. 

PradJO OOdac 4SM 2SZ. 5003 Z9«, SOM B 206. 

EXEC 450$ 293. 50tW 285. SOM b 397 
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Freephone Time today Offers extended to 23rd March 

0800771107 
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BUSINESS/19 


Footsie unmoved by 
the Dow celebrations 


ONLSf A few months ago the 
sight of the Dow Jones Aver- 


ouid have given Footsie 
cause for celebration. 

Not any more. As New 
Vork achieved, if only briefly, 
the remarkable landmark, 
London’s blue chip index 
drifted 4.9 lower to 6,201.9. It 
was the third Ml on the trot 

At one time the index was 
62.8 higher but then weak- 
ened as the ramifications of 
the European Union shake- 
up prompted a more cau- 
tious approach. 

But footsie has for much 
of this year drifted out of line 
with the Dow Jones Average 
as the US index has turned on 
a rampant display, climbing 
from 9,276. 

Many blame the decou- 
pling on the launch of the 
' euro and the Government’s 
distinct shift towards the Eu- 
ropean culture. Although still 
by for the world’s biggest 
share market, New York 
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SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


ROBOTIC TECHNOLOGY 
Systems, the most 
successful share on the 
fringe Ofex market, is 
moving to AIM. It is not 
raising any new money, 
and the stockbroker JM 
Finn appears to be 
elevating the shares 
through a simple 
introduction. Since 
arriving on Ofex, Robotic’s 
shares have dinibw! from 
3Sp to around 305p. RTS 
specialises in automation 
(fBsystems and services for 
the nuclear industry as 
well as robotic technology. 
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could be losing at least some 
of its dominance. 

Talk of a break has been 
around for years. And every 
so often London bas ap- 
peared to flex its muscles 
and ignore its trans-Atlantic 
big brother. But such dis- 
plays of independence have 
been brief and the slavish de- 
pendence on Wall Street has 
reasserted itself. 

The Dow Jones Average 
has looked a sure fire bet to 
hit 10,000 from the early days 
of this year, footsie moved to 
new highs in 1999, the last - 
<6,335.7 - was reached last 
f^veek. 

But it has lacked the ea- 
gerness of the Dow Jones Av- 


erage, and has often been 
pulled back fay events which 
at one time would have been 
regarded as dismissible little 
local difficulties. 

Although the stock market 
bad a featureless session, 
trading was agaiii busy with 
share volume nudging l.l bil- 
lion. Supporting indices were 
to the fore with the mid cap 
up 0.8 to 5£l9.7 and the small 
c«p improving an impressive 
9.2 to 2^75.8. 

Once again takeover bids 
spurred the small cap 
brigade. Porter Chadburn, a 
packaging group, rose 14p to 
37.25p as a US group ap- 
peared with a 38.5p a share 
offer, and Eclipse Blinds 
added 15p to 112.5p after 
Headlam, up 3.5p at 34S.5p, 
produced a share exchange 
deaL 

Tferranova, the food group, 
duty collected a bid from Uni- 
gate, jumping 31-5p to 135.5p 
as the market geared itself for 
a possible bid battle or at 
least an improvement on the 
125p offer. 

And Albright & Wilson 
duly collected a higher offer, 
a I45p shot, from interests re- 
lated to Rhodia, the French 
group. But mergers are not 


always rewarding - as First 
Choice, the package holiday 
group, continues to illustrate. 
The shares Ml a further l2p 
to 161p> against a recent 189p 
high, on disappointment with 
the proposed merger with 
Kuoni Reisen, the Swiss trav- 
el group. 

After their bashing on 
Monday telecoms recovered 
some ground with Colt Tele- 
com iq) 56J5p to 995.5p al- 
though BT lost I9p to l,039p. 

Ladbroke, the betting and 
hotel group, greeted the start 
of the Cheltenham Festival 
with a Losing share price, off 
l&5p at 295.25p. Warburg Dil- 
lon Read appeared to do the 

fternag *» t rrining tMritihi TPP. 

ommendation from buy to 
hold. 

The major banks were 
firm, helping to reduce the 
footsie retreat 
HSBC and Standard 
Chartered were singled out 
for attention as Morgan Stan- 
ley increased its HSBC target 
to 2£00p and Standard to 
1,05 Op. 

HSBC rose 27p (after 72p) 
to L,929p and Standard 95p 
(27.5p) to 907p. Royal Bank 
of Scotland was up 43p to 
l,289.5p as, coincidentally, 
HSBC lifted its share forecast 
to l,500p. National West- 
minster Bank was 24p high- 
er at l,472p. 

National Power was up 
lOp at 463 .5p following a back 
handed compliment from 
Merrill lynch. In effect it de- 
scribed the shares as too low 
to sen. 

Ibmkms, the buns to guns 
conglomerate, remained 
under the whip, falling a fur- 
ther iOp to 2l4J>p. 

British Aerospace was 
lowered &5p to 394p as the re- 
structuring of Airbus Indus- 
trie, where BAe has 20 per 
emit, into a commercial com- 
pany was advocated by John 
Leahy, the head of global 
sales. 

He says the reshaping is 
needed for financial reasons 
and the proposed A3XX air- 
liner. The various parties con- 
trolling Airbus are in favour 
of the restructuring but have 
been squabbling over man- 
agement control 

Safeway fell I0_25p to 
238.75p as aline of 15 million 
shares went through at237p. 
Other supermarkets weak- 
ened as the alleged price war 
returned to haunt the sector. 


Asda Ml 2_5p to 142.75p and 
Tesco 235p to 159.75p. 

Disappointment with en- 
gineer Bodycote’s figures 
fait the shares 925p to 890 and 
a profit wanting from Kelsey 
Industries smashed the 
price 125p to 3l0p. 

Hi-tec, the sport shoes 
group, said it would make a 
loss and jogged 23p lower to 
15.5p. 

JD Wetherspoon, the 
pubs chain, frothed 10.5p 
higher to 283-5p as Merrill 
Lynch adopted a more posi- 
tive stance. 

Signet, the jeweller, 
firmed 0.75p to 475p in busy 
trading with Cazenove said to 
be backing the shares. 

UK Land climbed lip 
(after 18p) to H8.5p on ru- 
mours it had sold London’s 
Elephant & Castle shopping 
centre for around £L7m. The 
company denied the story. 

Morgan Crucible, rose 
125p to 259p following the 
sale of its maintenance and 


SHARES OF Griffin Minm^ r 
which has zinc reserves in 
Cbina. have nearfy doubled to 
18p since November 
The company has a dual 
AlMftbrooto share presence 

fliri it k; thrmght thftt Tfl wfi Of 

tbe advance stems from Ca- 
nadian interest. Griffin used 

to Him j K M n Mining 

Finance. 

The present management 
arrived after a shareholder 
revolt about a year ago. 
Charles Stanley yesterday 
became tbe company's stock- 
broker following its acquisi- 
tion of Burrougfa Johnstone. 


repair business for £170m. It 
intends to buy back up to 
14.99 per cent of its shares. 

West 175, which makes 
cookery programmes for tele- 
vision, has riinrhpri the ac- 
quisition of 60 per cent of 
Montage Projects, a produc- 
tion company. The shares 
gained 7p to 635p. 

Somic, involved in a man- 
agement buy out jumped 25p 
to 105p. 

It is seffingits fabrics busi- 
ness to its management and 
turning itself into a cash 
sheD. 

SEAQ VOLUME: Llbn 
SEAQ TRADES: 98,183 
GILTS INDEX: N/A 
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By Peter thal larsen 


TELEWEST: AT A GLANCE 


TELEWEST, the cable group, 
yesteidaydisplayedfiirtherey- 
Idence that it is finally realising 
tfcejpotential of its business that 
it has promised to for so long. 
But even this may not be 
enough to sustain its current 
share price. 

Pre-tax losses deepened for 
the axth ccnsecutiveyear intbe 

12 mnrrth^ tn Papfllte ; risin g 

to £314m from £3l0m. However; 
the maiket was mne interest- 
ed in Telewestfs operating sta- 
tistics, which genera^ showed 
an improvement 

In the cable television busi- 
ness, penetration increased by 
L9 percentage points to 23.8 per 
cei^whfie churn -the propor- 
tion of the customer base leav- 
ing the service- dropped to 295 
per emit from 345 per cent 
Telewest’s telephony penetra- 
tion also improved, up fay almost 

2 points to 305 par cent How- 
ever; churn also edged up, re 
flectipg a r-ampaign 

by British Telecom to win back 
former customers. 

Tbe figures show the benefits 
of Tfeiewestfs decision to stop 
dicing up the roads in order to 
concentrate on signing up new 
customers. The company has 
introduced a cutrpriee package 


Market value: £535bn, share price 2A3.75p |+.2Sp) 
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cnodmnng a basic set of tdni- 
sfoD channds withacheap tele- 
phone service. “It's a 
coufoinatimi ot good products 
and great value, and pec^tie are 

said Ibny DLsley the new chi« 
executive. . 

fimro his flppnmhrtfwl 1 fn Spp- 

tember Mr Dlsley - a former 
rhiof exsentiv e of t fre V 5»nrprc 


Crisps snack foods group -has 
focused an imp ro vi ng service 
levels at the notoriously cus- 
tomeMmfriendlyTriewesL 
He points out that 94 per cent 
of calls to the company’s cus- 
tomer service centre are now 
answered, compared to 92 per 
cent six months ago. The pro- 
portonaiiswered within 30 sec- 
onds has also improved. 


Tetewest is gearing up to 
launch its digital television and 
highspeed Internet services in 
:the fourth quarter af thisyear 
for the first time, cable (^era- 
tors have an advantage over 
competitors such as British Sky 
Broadcasting and British We- 
com becanse they alone have a 
highspeed network capable c£ 
sending and receiving large 
amounts of data. 

Much rests on the ability of 
these new services to deliver 
extra revenues for Telewest in 
the future. 

At the moment the City is re- 
serving its judgement "The ev- 
ifiem»fenowirre£utffote that Mr 
IHsley has i m p ro v ed the con- 
sumer focus at Tetewest,'' said 
Alan Lyons, telecoms anaiystat 
ABN Amro. “Time will tell 
whether the statistics respond” 

On current forecasts, bow- 
eve; Telewest’s share price, 
winch has doubled in tbe past 


of enterprise value to earnings 
before interest, tax, depredation 
and amortisation - a common 
valuation measure for telecoms 
stocks - Tetewest is now more 
highly rated than Vodafone. 

Ffew doubt the potential of 
cable, but Mr nteky will find it 
hard to live up to that kind of 


Bottler falls flat in eastern Europe 


COCA-COLA BEVERAGES, the 

bo ttfiPg nperatinn fhat camp fri 
the marlrp* last mwimpr con- 
tinued its disappointing run 
yesterday witha 9 per cent fall 
in operating profits, attributed 
in p roblems fa th e ami 

Belarus. These operations fell 
into losses following the deval- 
uation of Ihe Russian rouble last 
year 

The company has taken 
action to shed jobs and moth- 
ball plants in the two trouble- 


By Nigel Cope 
Associate City Editor 

some territories, testing to an 
exceptional charge nf £1 4 am 
This, together with £15 .4m of 

plti ff By rganinitifinal pfrmrg p s , 

pushed Coca-Cola Beverages 
into a £i5_5m loss for tbe yean 
However the chairman and 
chief executive, Neville Isdefl, 
said the group should not be 
judge* solely on its two worst- 
performing regions. He point- 


ed to volumes up 6 per cent and 
good growth in markets such as 
Italy and Poland as grounds for 
optimism. 

"We feel a bit like Lennox 
Lewis," said Mr IsdelL “We’ve 
lost two rounds, but no-one 
seems to be interested in the 
other 10.” ... 

Even so the bottling group, 
which is 50 per cent owned by 
Coca-Cola, has proved to be a 
major stock market disap- 
pointment. The float was 13 


times oversubscribed last sum- 
mer at an issue price of I60p as 
investors bought into the story 
erf growto from emerging mar- 
ked and the backing of the 
Coca-Cola brand. 

But the Russian crisis has 
damngpd both the business 
and sentiment and the shares 
now languish at 89p, down by 
25p yesterday. 

Prospects do not look to be 
eaating butnowis not the right 
time to selL 


Assets lose 
their balance 

RED RACES over at Financial 
Objects, the hanking software 
firm that reported its maiden 
results yesterday. Analysts pe- 
rusing the balance sheet were 
stunned to discover that tbe 
numbers didn't add up; some- 
how £9m had gone misting 
from their net current assets. 

A contrite spokeswoman ex- 
plained: *lt was all down to a 
typing error" At leati she didn’t 
blame the software... 


People and 
Business 

BY JOHN 
WILLCOCK 
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about to reach 60 and is due to 
enter a wefl earned retirement. 
Ms Leith originally joined the 
board of Leeds Building Soci- 
ety in 1992. The Leeds was 
subsequently merged with the 
Halifax, which in turn demutu- 
alised in June 1997. 


Flown the coop Flames doused 


JOHN CHARMAN, regarded as 
one of the most aggressive and 
acerbic insurance brokers in 
the Lloyd’s of London market, 
has lost his top-ranked five-man 
aviation team to rivals Welling- 
ton. 

Mr Channan worft be unduty 
worried. He’s trousered over 
£l00m in cash from selling his 
Channan Group to Ace, one of 
the biggest Bermudan-based 
reinsurance companies, a few 
months ago. 

The aviation team is led by 
Peter ^ Wflfiams, the active un- 
derwriter of Syndicate 960. To 
rub salt in tbe wound, Witiliiig- 
ton, a quoted Lloyd's insur- 
ance company, inhabits offices 
slap bang next to IfrOiannanfe 
in Minster Court, a Gothic ed- 
ifice off fonchurch Street in the 
City. 

Pro’s off board 

FRU LEITH is throwing in her 
apron at the Halifax. The fa- 
mous restauranteur and former 
Businesswoman of tbe Tfear is 


WHO SAYS Swiss gnomes don’t 
have a sense of humour? 
Lukas Muhleman, chief exec- 
utive of Credit Suisse, and his 
fellow executives concluded 


their annual results press con- 
ference yesterday with a cock- 
tail party. Everyone wanted a 
"Flaming Ferrari”, of course, 
but none were forthcoming. 
There are limits. 

Bob’s temple 

WHATEVER WOULD Robert 
Maxwell have made of it? The 
old Mirror headquarters at 
Holbom Circus, which the late 
tycoon wanted to redevelop 
as a giant temple to his suc- 
cess, is at last being developed 


-but for Andersen Consulting 
Yesterday Lord Hamfyn, the 
publisher, bought the building 
at 33 Holbom. He has planning 
permission for a “spectacular 
glass and steel building", cost- 
ing £135m and designed by 
Sir Norman foster, which 
will provide 320,000 square 
feet of space for Andersen 
Consulting. 

Elliott Bernerd, the chair- 
man of Chelsfieid, the proper- 
ty group, provided “assistance” 
to Lord HamJyn in the pur- 
chase. 

This London “midtown” 
property market seems to be 
perking up a bit Goldman 
Sachs is about to stuff another 
5.000 people into Fleet Street 
where it already has a head of- 
fice. Perhaps not everybody's 
off to Canary Wharf after all. 

E-mail- j.iofllooclc@mdepen- 
dentco.uk 
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‘Teeton Mill can inject a burst of speed but I think Florida Pearl travels better... and Dunwoody s an ice c . 
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‘Teeton Mill can mject a burst of speed but I think Florida Pearl travels Derter. . . u ~ 

Dillon master of the betting odds, $ ^ 



THE 

BRIAN VINER 
INTERVIEW 


Mystery of 
the Orient 


Sir 1 refer to the statement in 
today's newspaper (early editions, 
15 March) headed: “Frank Warren 
(promoter and Leyton Orient 
chairman)". 

I take this as a serious libellous 
and scandalous statement! I 
would not go and watch Leyton 
Orient upon the pain of death. 
FRANK WARREN 
Sports Network Europe, 

Hertford 


Draw your own 
conclusion 


Sir. Your ma ‘ m article on 
Saturday’s fight couldn't have 
been further from the truth. I am 
an Engl ish expatriate living in the 
US. I paid $50 (£30) to watcb the 
fight live on HBO. 

At the end of the fight, the three 
commentators (ah Americans) 
including George Foreman, 
decried the result One of the 
commentators said: “Tbnight two 


'f'* i v ; 


THE CHELTENHAM FESTIVAL is 
upon us. Ybsterday the phenomenal 
Istabraq won the Champion Hurdle 
for the second successive yean If he 
hadn’t, the casualty department at 
Cheltenham Genoa! would have 
been full of race-goers needing their 
stomachs pumped, having grudg- 
ingly digested their hats. The out- 
come of tomorrow's Gold Cup, 
however, is much harder to predict 
Mike DOlon, the public relations di- 
rector at Ladbrokes, fancies Flori- 
da Pearl to pip Teeton MIU, and 
punters might be wise to put their 
money where his mouth is. “Tteeton 
Mill’s a very good traveller;" he 
says. “He can ipject a burst of speed 
dining a race. But I think Florida 
Pearl travels better. He's been 
brought along very well, he knows 
the territory and Dtmwootfy’s an ice- 
cool guy." 

Dillon, a hugely engaging Man- 
cunian, is not only the public face of 
Ladbrokes, he also helps set their 
horse-raring odds- And he has a 
pretty good record in the Gold Cup. 
Seven years ago, he reckoned that 
the favourite, CarvflTs HID, was un- 
likely to win. “He was ridden by Scu- 
damore, trained by Marlin Pipe, both 
all-conquering, and he had won the 
Welsh National very easy but I felt 
be had an Achilles heel, that on an 
undulating track over fast ground he 
would be vulnerable." 

The odds were set accordingly, 
with Ladbrokes offering a better 
price than every other bookmaker 
“We wee evens when everyone else 
wasoddson. When they were 6-4, we 
were 2-L Wfe took fortunes. And 
when he got beaten by Cool Ground, 
it was a great result for the firm, or 
so I thought About five minutes after 
the race we found put that an un- 
employed joiner from Fbrtsmouth or 
somewhere bad bad these lOp dou- 
bles and trebles, and that the lasting 
was Cool Ground, a 25-1 shot in the 
Gold Cup. He won almost £600,000 for 
about seven quid. That’s the magic 
of the game, you see. We go from 
euphoria to total despair" 

The unemployed joiner was 
called Dick Mussed, and he has an 
entire file to himself at Ladbrokes’ 
head office in north-west London. 
Dillon shows it to me, laughing with 
the abandon of a man who can af- 
ford to be magnanimous. Dining the 
three-day Cheltenham Festival, the 
bookmaking industry expects to 
take around £i0Qm in bets, an av- 
erage of £5m per race, and Lad- 
brokes has a quarter share of the 
market 

To accommodate the punters, the 
ever- obliging Ladbrokes are opening 
their Cheltenham shops at 8am, and 
even permitting bets in Irish punts. 
Meanwhile, the company has al- 
ready pocketed at least £60,000 - one 
punter placed £40,000 at 4-1 on His 
Song to win yesterday's Arkle Chal- 
lenge Trophy (be was unplaced), 
and had a further £20,000 treble on 
His Song Istabraq and Florida FearL 



Mike Dillon’s white-knuckle ride: "A big gambler called Noel Furlong had a horse called The Hliad. He backed him from 38-1 down to 6-1 and won about £2m that day* Robert Hattam 


“All Irish horses," notes Dillon. “So 
you needn't be Einstein to know 
where that bet came from.’’ 

Similarly, you needn’t be 
Desmond Morris to know whether 
Dillon is enjoying himself at Chel- 
tenham. 1 should Hunk that if he’s 
rubbing his hands gleefully. Lad- 
brokes are quids in. But if the knuck- 
les are white, the punters are 
winning Or perhaps juk one puntec 

few years affl a big gamhler called 
Noel FbrJong had a horse called The 
Hliad," Dillon recalls. “He ran in the 
race we sponsor at Leopardstown in 
January, the Ladbroke, andRjriong 
backed him from 36-1 down to 6-1. 
He won about £2mthat day and then 
The Hliad ran in the Champion Hur- 
dle. Furlong backed him in big mul- 
tiple bets with another horse of his, 
who ran in the first race and ab- 
solutely doddled it Luckily The mi- 
ad didn’t win at Cheltenham, or 
he’d have won about £20 million. 
Noel Eliriong took the ring on on his 
own that day." 

In bookmaidng jargon, the betting 
market is “the ring.” And the offer- 
ing of seductive odds, attracting 
large numbers of bets, is known as 
“getting a horse beaten”. In the 
Grand National one year; Dillon got 
Bonanza Boy beaten, big-time “I just 
couldn’t see him winning. I have a 
set of rules when I assess a horse, 
and the number one rule is how weD 
it travels. I don't like horses who 
have to be hustled and bustled, and 


Bonanza Boy was <me of those. But 
he was trained by the champion 
trainer Martin Pipe, ridden by the 
champion jockey Peter Scudamore, 
so I thought this is a real chance. 
AH the world wants to back him and 
he can’t win."’ 

Dillon is admirably candid about 
his efforts to, in essence, hoodwink 
the punter And that’s fair enough, 
since plenty of punters try to hood- 
wink the bookie, by foul means as 
weQ as fair. Ladbrokes shop man- 
agers, particularly in horsey areas 
like Newmarket, are expected to 
hold a particularly tight rein. “If 
there’s a selling hurdle at Plump- 
ton on a Monday, and someone ■ 
comes in off the street, someone ■ 
you've never seen before, and ■ 
puts on £10,000, the manager I 
would want Locking up if he didn’t 1 
think the fella might know more I 
about the race (ban we do.” I 

The fixing of football matches by I 
nobbling the floodlights is only the I 
latest of many betting scams. DU- I 
Jcra recalls Ladbrokes offering odds I 
on the results of seven-frame 
matches in a snooker tournament ] 
in Derby about 15 years ago. “And 
a fella came into one of our shops 
wanting to bet £2,000 at 7-1 on a par- 
ticular game finishing 5-2. The man- 
ager told him the price had gone 
down to evens. He said ‘welirn have 
two grand at evens, (hen.’ It was ob- 
viously a hooky game. The manag- 
er had a ledger of all the bets and 


there was nothing in the 7-0 or the 
6-1 or 4-3 columns, but rows and 
rows of bets under 5-2.” 

There are other people at Lad- 
brokes to look after small fry tike 
snooker however Dillon’s overrid- 
ing concern is horse raring, which 
represents 70 per cent of the com- 
pany's £L7bn turnover with dog rac- 
ing amounting to 20 per cent And 
his daffy challenge is to get a horse 
beaten, a challenge which on occa- 
sion, I venture, must go batffy wrong 
“Oh yeah. I've made some cata- 
strophic mistakes.” he admits bright- 
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Passport to a fortune: The 
betting slip that won almost 
£600,000 for Dick Mnssell 


ly. “At Cheltenham a few years ago 
I didn’t think a horse called Kriben- 
sis had what it took to win the 
Champion Hurdle. I underestimat- 
ed the trainer; Michael Stoute. He 
was a flat trainer with only one 
jumper; and I thought he was play- 
ing at it So we laid 5-1 when every- 
one else offered 4-L and of course he 
won. I was sick as a pig.” The extra 
unit lost Ladbrokes about a million 
pounds, says Dillon, blanching even 
now at the memory. But the chief ex- 
ecutive of the racing division, Peter 
George, who now runs the whole 
company, was supportive. “He just 
told me to stick to rpy principles." 

Sometimes, losses are borne not 
only stoically but cheerfully, in the 
knowledge that they add up to an in- 
vestment in the company’s fixture. 
“Every time Red Rum won, we 
lost,” says Dillon. “But we didn’t 
mind paying out, because it in- 
creased the profile of betting. He 
took us off the sports pages and put 
us on the news pages. The same with 
Desert Orchid, and with Dettori’s 
Seven, which cost the industry £40 
mfllian. I know £40m is a bit of a steep 
advertising budget, but in the long 
run Dettori's Seven was fantastic for 
the industry.” 

Knowing this, it is hard to over- 
look the old saw that bookies never 
lose. Mteeoveq I tefl Dillon that I was 
at Leopardstown earlier this year to 
interview the champion jump jock- 
ey Tony McCoy. I backed McCoy’s 


rides in three races, ell of which lost, 
and when I met him he said they 
never had a prayer of winning any- 
way. “Betting is a mug’s game,” 
McCoy told me. At this, Dillon’s 
cheerful countenance douds over: 
“Don't tell Dick MusseU it's a mug’s 
game," he says. “Besides, we run toe 
on-course betting shop at Leopard- 
stown, and we ran out of both money 
and cheques that day. We had to tell 
the punters to come bade for their 
winnings the next day which pleased 
them, actna TTy. They would rather go 
to the pub and say Ladbrokes 
couldrft afford to pay them than have 
the money to buy a round.” 

Dillon is a betting man himself 
He bets very selectively, and with 
dightiy more prudence than the man 
who wrote to Ladbrokes asking 
what price they would give on him 
being abducted by aliens and re- 
turned to earth as a giant yellow 
teapot “I have very good disci- 
pline,” says Dilloa “I can go weeks 
without, then have two in half an 
hour:" He knows, of course, who 
most of the high rollers are. “But 
sometimes people come out of the 
ground," he says. “Like the guy 
who put £80,000 in cash on Shergar 
to win the Derby, or the fella who 
came in with a Halifax Building So- 
ciety draft for 50 grand, and put it on 
CarvflTs Hill to win the Gold Cup. 
That was the original placing your 
house on one." 

The biggest single bet he can re- 


call had nothing to do with sheepskin 
nosebands. “Wfe took a credit bet of 
£2 million at evens on Brazil to wuij 
the 1994 World Cup in 90 minutes jr 
normal time. They didn’t, although 
there was a worrying moment when 
the ball came off the post and into 
the Italian goalie’s hands.” Mean* 
while, Dillon must be the only Man- 
chester United supporter hoping, 
that United leave Milan with noth- 
ing better than a 0-0 draw tonight 
“That would suit us great We want 
United in the semi-final but punters _ 
don't bet on nfl-nfls. The last game 
was the worst possible result for us, 
because Dwight Yorke saving the 
first goal and a score of 2-0 was the- 
most popular double. We lost about 
£250,000 on that match." 

LadbrolteS win also lose a signif- 
icant amount of money if a female, 
jockey wins next month’s Grand Na- 
tional In 1989, a punter bet £400 in 
doubles and trebles on CLiff!' 1 ’ 
being knighted (4-1), a Brit . 
rng world heavyweight beating cham- 
pion (10-1), and a female jockey; 
winning the National (33-1), afi bytb& 
year 2000. He has already won - 
21 1,000 and stands to wmafimtber 
£128,000 if the third leg of his treble 

eon^efi Indeed, be has offered cer- 

tain trainers £50,000 of his winning? 
to give a woman a top ride. “Lucki- 
ly he has no possible chance in the ; 
world," says Dillon. Hepanse&as .if 
to reassure himself. “No, oci, no. No 
possible chance in the world”. ( . 


Sports Letters 


Snob tendem 


Post letters to Sports Desk at 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL and include a daytime telephone number. Faxes to 0171 293 2894 
or e-mail to sport@independent.co.uk E-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity 


Sir Thank you for remforemgn^ ■ 
views on the “glory seek&rs^Whfc ’ 
believe that the only football' . 
worth watching is League, or 


Sports 


in 


judges stole the result" Foreman 
said: “Tbnight I am ashamed to be 
an American. Britain could at 
least be proud in the knowledge 
that Lennox Lewis is the best 
heavyweight boxer in the world.” 
Finally; toe Governor of New York 
has ordered an investigation by 
the State athletic commission 
regarding possible bribery and 
corruption. 

I saw Lennox Lewis dominate 
the fight I have no doubt he was 
robbed. 

MARTIN IRISH 
via e-mail 


It is possible that Mr Moore 
may have fallen into the common 
error of believing that Scotland is 
part of England. Alternatively, he 
may be unaware that Pringle is in 
feet one of the most Scottish of 
names; unlike many of toe names 
widely regarded as being Scottish, 
its origins are not Irish and can 
be traced to an identifiable 
location north of the border. 

JOHN PRINGLE 
Batemo, MidtotWau 


To a complete outsider how 
must all this look ? Therein lies 
the answ er. 

JOHN COWELL 
mae-moiZ 


Unwise words 


Hodgson’s choice 


Crisp put down 


Sin In his article (Pringle’s 
perspective suits Charlton", 13 
March) Glenn Moore describes 
Martin Prince, toe Chariton 
footballer; as u a dark-skinned 
Swede with an English name”. 


Sir Re: “Merseyside on defence 
over Fbwler furore" by Guy 
Hodgson U2 March). What an 
excellent article this is. Nothing I 
have seen or heard to date sums 
up the feelings of Merseysiders 
on the good guy-bad guy 
reporting since the Le Saux- 
Ebwier incident 


Sin Tbday in the Independent you 
quote Alex Ferguson, toe 
Manchester United manag er, as 
saying: “When Italians tell me it’s 
pasta I check under the sauce to 
see if it is. They are masters of 
the smokescreen." 

Is that not a racist remark and 
are you not fostering racism by 
giving space to such remarks? 
AMINA SANTCROSS 
Wembley, Middlesex 


Crying foul 


Sir First I’d like to point out that 
banter and mind games between 


footballers is nothing new. It does 
not excuse a player giving a 
forearm smash around the back 
of another player’s head while the 
ref isn’t looking, H; as Richard 
Williams writes in his article on 
the front page of last Thursday’s 
Review, Graeme Le Saux is as 
much of a culture vulture as we 
are led to believe, then surely this 
educated informed lad can 
realise that Fowler was, although 
very crudely, simply winding him 
up. Anyone with any common 
sense could have realised this and 
for someone so educated to react 
in such a way is equally out of 
order 

Based on the report from a 
Mend Williams then goes on to 
further character assassinate 
Fbwler; (this is the lad who was 
commended by Uefa for his 
honesty against Arsenal last 
season) leading the reader to 


believe that Fowler is nothing 
more than a money-grabber; 
having just signed a £40,000 per 
week contact with Liverpool 
whil e Le Saux is an innocent 
bystander who has a fiery 
temper; fights with his own team- 
mates and is constantly getting 
booked and sent off for 
retaliation afi for simply reading 
the Guardian. 

On the other hand, you could 

say Fbwler was crude in his 
method and needs reprimanding. 
But yon could also say that Fbwler 

4.1 




Bosnian option and instead 

chosen to earn the living that any 
other top Premiership player can 

at the dub that brought him up 
through toe ranks, thus pro ving 

that dubs and pfoyers can still be 

loyal to each other 
BRIAN NICHOLAS 
TheWImil 


Alan Edge’s article on non- . fe./ ' 
League football (“Man marked Itfr 
an anorak", 15 March), even taking *■■■ . v 

into account its attempts to be 
humorous, was patronising. If he , : . 

really believes that non-League ■ • • - V'i/ 

games are just the preserved 
“anoraks" he can’t be going to.'. 
many non-League games, The 
vast majority of non-League 0** ; . v ' 
are totally normal and supports • fca* 

teams who are connected with - . 
where they live or were btffh.'TtW ^ITTt iUTJ 

getasmuch erqoyment assay _ 

League fan and treat.the game - /• 1 
with more humour and reaBs®. ; j 
Mr age should use his weafc'.f ^ v 1 °o eu, 

“real" footoafi togo^pelto^g^ r4 ‘-- . ^ >5 ” u 
someone else! At your tafetf ■, • -. 

you’ll get a warm welcome^*' . 
toe mistakes, and have same 
If you warn to soeex; stay 8ihfljai&:- 
CHRIS HUNTER ‘ - ” . ; r I A ft 

Wbking Supporter and VI K II 

PS Well done on your NoiirLea^S'C-' - 1 
Notebook. Keen up the gpftdrWflw* ^ \m Otn* 


rv,. 


PS Well done on your Non-Les^i-' - 
Notebook. Keep op the h j 
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England 


cautious 


us Catt 


recalled 


THERE WAS a good deal of talk 
aboatrragRu^y” atTMcfcien- 
ham yesterday not only be- 


By Chris Hewett 


had just invested £700,000 in a 
nationwide campaign to pro- 
mote the latest non-contact 
form of toe game, bat because 
the French were about to cross 
^ the channel for this weekend’s 
“episode of the long-running 
- sporting soap celebrated 
throughout Europe as “Le 
; Crunch". Judged purely on 
. their performance against 
Whies in Paris 11 days ago, this 
latest Tricolore vintage looks 
about as “non-contact” as it is 
possible to get 
Not that Clive Woodward is 
takmg any liberties or counting 
any onions; m fact, the England 


the French side’s apparent en- 
thusiasm for rugby pacifism in 
.all its manifestations*- no shov- 
ing in the scrums, no jumping 
in tiie line-outs, no tacfcWug in 
midfield -that he has resisted 
-the temptation to tinker with Us 
line-up and restricted himself 
i in tee 


last round of Five Nations 
matches merely reinforced the 
English rugby public in their 
opinion of Catt that his occa- 
sional brilliance is a luxury. 
The coach mounted an enthu- 
siastic defence of the mercur- 
ial Bath stand-o&yesterday- 
“Banl gave us exactly what we 
needed in Dublin, but who can 
know for sure that I wouldn't 
have brought in Mike for this 
one?” he asked - but Catt him- 
self appeared to acknowledge 
tiie short-term nature of his 
promotion. 

“I'm getting used to the feel- 
ing of keeping the outside-half 
seat warm for others, "he said, 
referring to Jonny W ilkins on 


stertfogXV and two alterations, 
equal^enforced, among tee re- 
placements. 

Mike Catt was 99 per cent 
certain to return at outside-half 
once Paul Grayson had been 
diagnosed as suffering from a 
stress fracture of the pelvis and 
Woodward was a paragon of 
predjfitebility yesterday. “The 
change was ; pretty straight- 
fraward,” con&med the coach. 

^watched Mike play for Bath 
at Richmond on Saturday and 
be performed very we! It’s not 
a great time for Paul to be in- 
jured bntlfoel more qpsel &£. 
him than I do for myself." 

• The bench personnel ha£ u 
some surprises, however. 
■Barfifeslon Mathec, Sale’s for- 
mer rugby league centre, 
Appears in a Ibst 22 for the first 
ftene and his appearance is an 
indicator of the paucity of 
England’s midfield resources in 
the long-term absence of Will 
Greenwood and Phil de 
GJanvflle. Darren Grewcock’s 
serious knee injury means a 
recall for Garate Archer as 
substitute lock, while Victor 
Ubogu’s form for Bath has 
slammed the door on Leices- 
ter's Graham Rowntree, who 
must seek dubious solace in 
Friday’s second-string A inter- 
national at Redruth. 

Woodward's decision to field 


rather than Grayson, ‘tfonnyis 
an exceptional talent and when 
Clive and the selectors consid- 
er tee time right for him to take 
hold of tee No 10 shirt, Fm 
sure they'll move hfrn hyatte 
from centre. But in tee mean- 
time, if s up to me to go out 
there and make tilings happen 
whenever Fm given tee oppor- 
tunhy Personally speaking this 
Saturday is payback day.” 
Catt was not alone in fincfing 
last season’s corresponding 
fixture at the Stade de France 
a debilitating experience; in- 
deed, Woodward still refers to 
it as tee low point of his coach- 
ing career; quite a statement 
when you take into account the 
76-0 nightmare in Brisbane. “It 
hurt,notsimpjybecansextwas 

so unexpected but because it 
:ofthecham- 
_ and therefore wrecked _ 
werytijffig^teecq^ ,fc ’ 
“And now we must prepare 
for aFrench side without know- 
inghow they intend to approach 
the game. All we can be sure of 
is the depth of their motivation 
after losing to Whies. We have 
shown ourselves that it is pos- 
sible to bounce bade almost 
overnight from a substandard 
performance. Far that reason, 
France wffl be very dangerous. 


Swinging through the trees at Sunningdale 
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Fbrce. of natarer A competitor in the Snnningdale Foursomes tees off at the sixth hole yesterday. Amo 
iBrst-rotevd *wmnex^ was the fortner racing driver Nigel ManseU, who, with fellow amateur John 



the Kent professionals Paul Sherman and Larry Batchelor 2 & 1 


the 

Putt»beat 
Robert HaUam 


W Indies 


end Test 


drought 


THE WEST INDIES took foree- 
quarters of an hour to complete 
victory over Australia by 10 
wickets In tee second Test at 
Sabina Parkyesterday Hie win 


CRICKET 


six defeats and, according to 
captain Brian Lara, regained 
their pride and self-belief 
Courtney Wfcish, their 
longest-serving player in his 
108th Test, took his overall tally 
of Test wickets to 410 when 
Jason GQlespie was caught 
down the leg side off the glove 
by tee wicketkeeper Ridley Ja- 
cobs. Nebemiah Perry, tee off- 
spinner in his first Test, ended 
the innings with his fifth wick- 
et when be had Stuart MacGin 
caught at leg slip. The West In- 
dies openers then needed four 
balls to complete the formality 
of scoring three runs. 

Lara, whose devastating 213 
inspired the t riumph , was “elat- 
ed and relieved" at tee result 
but cautioned against pro- 
claiming it an instant renais- 
sance of a team teat had been 
at its lowest ebb only eight 
days earlier following a second 
mnmgK total of 51 and a drub- 
bing by 312 runs in the first Tfest 
“Most importantly, we've 
gained tee confidence teat we 
need and teat has been lacking 
for the past five or six months 
In West Indies cricket,” he said. 
Td like to say it is the turning 
point for us but now we've got 
the confidence, we've got to put 
together a greater effort 
with bat, ban and especially in 
the field to ensure we dominate 
tee remainder of tee series.” 
Lara more than any con- 
temporary cricketer knows 
how fickle the fates can be and 
is taking nothing for granted, 
‘ttnstralfaarecapabteofbounc- 
ing bade They’re going to come 
back even harder in the next 
Test match.” 

Lara’s performance not only 
virtually determined the out- 
come of the match, but also 
guaranteed his captaincy for the 
remainder of tins series as well 
as this summer’s World Cup. 
The Vfest Indies Cricket Board, 
disturbed by tee 5-0 whitewash 
in the preceding Tfest series in 


By tony Cozies 

in Fort of Spain 

Australia 258 & 177 

West Indies 431 & 3-0 

Wart indies icm by 10 wickets 

South Africa, had placed him on 
probation as capiain for only two 
Tests. That issue was settled 
once Lara started to plunder the 
Australian bowling on Sunday 
afternoon. 

Such stability will strength- 
en the West Indies as will the 
likety return of two regulars, the 
all-rounder Carl Hooper and 
Shivnarine Chanderpaui, the 
left-handed batsman, for the 
third Test in Bridgetown from 
26 to 30 March. Hooper has been 
in Adelaide with his Australian 
wife since the end of the South 
Africa tour while their infant son 
recovered from illness. Chan- 
derpaul has been restricted by 
damaged shoulder ligaments. 

fo their absence, the West In- 
ches’ team in this Test was the 
most inexperienced since 
Kerry Packs* bracked all their 
leading plsyers in 1977. It ren- 
dered their triumph all the 
more remarkable. 

Perry and the batsman Iin- 
coln Roberts were making their 
debuts, the batsmen Sung Ra- 
goonath, who hit tee winning 
runs, and Dave Joseph and the 
left-arm test bowler Pedro 
Collins, were in their second 
Tests. It simply underscored the 
enormity of the Wfest Indies’ win. 

Fourth OOy. Australia won mss 
AUSTRALIA - Iht innings 258 fS R 
Vfeugli 100. M E wawgti 67:t A Watsti 4- 

— ‘"TITimr'- "1~TT Inrtnii 111 (BC 
Lara 213, i C Adams 94: GD McGrath S- 
93). 

AUSTRALIA - Second haring* 

(Overnight 1 57 for B) 

J N Gillespie c Jacobs b Wafch .7 

5 CGMacGfllc Joseph b Kerry —7 

G .McGrath not out _ -.1 1 

Extras (tbB nbl6) _19 

Tbttri - -T77 

Ml (coat): 9-159 

Batribe: Ambrose 14-4-38-1 ; VWteh 18- 
3-52-3?rerry 26-8-70-5: ColUns 8-0-24-0. 

WEST DOES- Second Innings 

S Ragoonadi not out. — 3 

5 L Campbefl not out l 

Extras 0 

Wtal (for 0, 03 owaral .3 

Bonfegs McGrath 0.3-0-3-0. 

Uaplm: S R Bucknor (Wl) and P WUey 
(Eng]. 

nw Wst: Australia won by 312 nn» 
TUrd cast: March 26 to 30 (Bridgetown. 
Barbados). 



Wigan decide not to risk Smith for Leeds return 


TONY SMITH has been ruled 
out of Wigan’s revenge mission 
at Leeds on Friday. The Great 
Britain scrum-half, who broke 
a bone in bis ankle in a pre-sea- 
son friendly at Halifax, was 
earmarked for a return, but the 
Wigan coach, John Mome, is re- 
signed to hi™ being out. 

“He had to be able to train 
with tee side if be was going to 
play and our physio just wasn’t 
happy with him,” said Monia 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


BY Dave Hadfield 


“We have another two weeks 
before our next game after 
Leeds, so if s not a good risk." 

Simon Haughton has also 
had a setback; turning his ankle 
in training after seeming to 
have overcome his hamstring 
injury. Rob Ball stands by to re- 
place him on tee bench at 


Headingley in an otherwise 
unchanged side as Wigan by to 
avenge their Silk Cut Chal- 
lenge Cup defeat 
The match will be tee first 
played under a new charter 
agreed between the League’s 
Director of Referees, Greg Mc- 
Call urn, and Super League 
coaches covering the interpre- 
tation of rules, especially 
around the play- tb e-baH 
Gateshead Thunder will de- 


cide this week where to play 
their match against Wigan on 
1 August, which they must 
move from their normal home 
at tee Gateshead Internation- 
al Stadium because of a veter- 
ans' athletics meeting. 

*iynecasttemEdininnghand 
Sunderland’s Stadium of Light 
are tee venues under discus- 
sion for one of tee new Super 
League dub’s plum fixtures. 
u Ifs unfortunate that we have 


to move it, but the booking for 
the athletics at the stadium was 
made two years ago,” said the 
Thunder’s chief executive, 
Shane Richardsoa “What we 
now want to do is take tee 
matph to the place that will 
maximise its impact.” 
lynecastie successfully 
staged a Soper League match 
between London and Bradford 
last season, while the Sunder- 
land manager; Peter Reid, has 


been one of Gateshead's high- 
profite supporters in the North- 
East Of more immediate 
concern to the Thunder is the 
fact that their captain, Kerrod 
Waiters, may miss tee match at 
St Helens in 11 days’ time be- 
cause of his injured groin. 

Nick Halafihi, who left St 
Helens’ backroom staff earlier 
this month, has been appoint- 
ed director of development at 
the Rugby League. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Minali injured in multiple crash 

$i'HK LEADING sprinters FRcola 
Mnali and Mario Cipollimwere 

With around 75 metres left, 


among several riders injured in 
a crash yesterday at tee end of 
the seventh stage of the Italian 
Tirreaa to Adriatico race. 

• Steven De Jong of tee 
Netherlands slipped past to 
- win the stage, while Michele 
Barioli, the world No 1, retained 
his narrowovenffl lead with one 
dqy left in the event, a warm- 
up for tee Wbrid Cup season. 


Miwnti, Cipollim and Fabio 
Baldato touched bicycles and 
toppled to the road. iMTinflli. 
who won two stages at the 1997 
Tbur & France, slammed into 
roadside advertising signs be- 
fore colliding wift Giuseppe 
Palumbo. Mmafi was tafepn to 
hospital with leg injuries and a 
possible broken right wrist. 


Baldato may have a broken 
collar-bone, while Palumbo in- 
jural a shoulder Cipollini es- 
caped with bruises and cuts. 

De Jong covered the 160 
kilometres from Alba Adriatica 
to Civrtanova Marche on the 
Adriatic coast in 4hr 19min 
lOsec. He edged out Poland's 
Zbigniew Spnich at tee finish. 
BartoK, tee defending World 
Cup champion, was 10th across 
tee line. 


SNOW REPORTS in association with WorldCover Direct 


SKI HOTLINE 


‘ Detailed Independent snow and 
we a ther repong from 180 resorts 


Rrst. obtain the access code for 

whe resort of your choice. 
IfWic or F8X 0870 51 00 843 
(die fox lists codes tar 180 re- 

sortSJ - 


To listen to the latest snow and 
weather reporc 

Phone 0901 4770051 + code 


For a tax copy of the latest snow 
and weather report; 

Fax 0*06 55 00 OW + code 


SK! HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


AdetaBedl 

conditions in iho resorts 
Fax 0906 55 00 801 


Resort Area 

open 

ANDORRA 

Comment Stapes (cm) 

Lwr Upr 

Last 

snow 

tomp 

Forecast 

Pal .100% 

AUSTRIA 

Some good sluing. 60 

100 

5.3 

2C 

□oud/sun 

Eltroay TOO* 

V good K altitude BO 

140 

1IJ 

1C 

Cloud 

Rnkenberg..lOO% 

BULGARIA 

Groomed pistes 40 

170 

8.3 

2C 

Cloud 

ftomporovo 100% 
CANADA 

Good sUng 45 

125 

8.3 

-2C 

SurVcolder 

Whhder. 100% 

FRANCE 

Packed powder 180 

440 

10.3 

-5CSnow shwra 

Avodaz .....3S% 

Great skiing 60 

260 

6.3 

3C 

Unsettled 

Barf*e»™.-J0* 

ITAUf 

Gd on upper runs 100 

140 

7.3 

5C 

variable 

Coyrmayeur 100% 

Great skflng 80 

250 

83 

2C 

MhVaild 

Folgarida ....100% 
SCOTLAND 

Much Improved 70 

100 

8.3 

2C 

MiWsun 

Cairngorm _„50% 
SWITZERLAND 

Wee snow 35 

65 

11.3 

1C 

Milder 

Saas Fee 95% 

UWTED STATES 

Spring conditions B5 

300 

5.3 

-1C 

Variable 

RerkOty — 100% 

Packed. powder .210 23S0 

12.3 

-X 

dear 


InHmotion supfihed hy SM uotBm 1 


Helpline: W70 51 33 MS 

CMs W Q901 cost 60p per min, 0906 cost £1 per rain. 0870 cafe are standard national ate. 


On or off piste, with World Cover you’re covered. 


0800 365 


worldcover- 


ONI CALL AND YOU’RE COVERED 


THe report ad 


ATHLETICS 

Tegla Loroupe, of Kenya, will defend 
her Bupa Great Caledonian run ti- 
de nect month, despite the 10km 
race, which has been designed 
within the royal estate at Balmoral, 
coming only a week after die Rot- 
terdam Marathon. Last year In Rot- 
terdam, Loroupe set a world 
marathon best time of 2 hr 20mln 
47sec. a performance which gained 
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Lord's before leaving to captain his 
native county four years ago. 
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CYCLING 

The German rider Carscen Wolf has 
been suspended for six months for 
tailing a drugs test at the Grenoble 
six days race last October. 
TBMWVO-ADRlAnCO RACE SoMflCtl 


1 19 .050 15Vj 


(160km, Alba Adrlatlea to CM- 
iMardte): 1 SDeJ 


BASKETBALL 
NBAs Ibronco 69 duolotte 82; Orlando 
74 Philadelphia 73: New Mark 108 MR- 
waidee 102: Ltah SOASrmesoo83: Got- 
land 89 Chicago 85 for): ftjrdand 106 
Qalas91;Deniier 1 10 lancnuuer 84: Sacra- 
mento ill Golden Stare 105. 
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BOWLS 

HKMM9T5 HONE HTERIMnONAL M- 
DOOR CHAMPIONSHIP (BetfkSt): 
England bt MMes 110-33 (Eng skips 
Hrsc E Bessdl bt D Rowlands 1^16; D 
Hankln btJ Ackland 19-16: J Rowncy lost 
mMIbnner 12-17; D Hunt btSDBuer 17- 
14: K Smut last to L Evans 18-22. B Alder- 
son bt A Dalnuin 31-8). 


19irtn lOsec *2' ^ ; 

(It); 4 l Mlchadsen (ben); 3 El . . 

6AFtotaaJH (it): 7 F Sbnon (R}:8AEdo 
9 L Gukll pt): 1 0 M Barton pi) aB same 
doie. Overall siriffngr: 1 Barton 31 hr 
39mln I6sec 2 D RebdOn (It) +9sec3S 
GarzdBptl +14; 4 L Jalabert (Bi +2i: 5 
1 Gonzalez (Sp) +30: 6 A Spezlaletti (W 
+lmhi 56sec; 7 8 Hamburger pen) 
+3 37; 0 C Jenner [NZ| +4:26; 9 6 Ca- 
menzbid (Swrit) S/C 10 D Casarauo (it) 
+4:27. 


Leeds have appointed Ian Broomfield 
as their new chief scout as succes- 
sor to I an McNdl. 

UETAGOP 

QUARTER-FINALS SECOND LEG 

Parma [2) S Bort m n (0) -0 

Crespo 37, 66 25,000 

Chtesa 43. 59 
Mhtofl 48 
Balbo pen 89 

Anna nan 7-2 on aggregate 
SCOTTISH LEAOUE THIRD DIVISION: 
Postponed: Dumbarton v Cowdenbeath. 
AVON BiSUWUKE COMBINATION nrat 
DMsIoa: Colchester 2 Crystal ftilace 1: 
RewSng 0 Charlton 1 . 

PONTMS LEAGUE Third DMsIon: Hal- 
irax 1 Rodidale 2. 

MONDAY'S LATE RESUU5: Ptondns 
League P remier HvMoai Blachbum 1 
Manchester Utd 0: Sunderland 1 Aston VB- 


A irswder (R hJ im on d). T Dlprae (Sara- 
cens. rapt). Re p l a c a m e nta: J Emms 
(B ettfortif. A Ktng (Vlbsps), N Wtabbe [Har- 
lequfns), S OfooMb (Gloucester). S Slum 
(Wasps). TWoodmAu (Ooucesteil.MIta- 
gan (Bath). 


SPEEDWAY 

Sky Sports are to screen live Elite 
League matches tills season. Coven- 
try’s home meeting with Wolver- 
hampton opens the 20-week 
schedule on 13 May. 


SUMO 

5PMNG (MAMD TOURNAMENT (0*»- 
ka, Japaa) TUrf day of IK Asmwihi 


la 1 . UnSond LMtn Pr 
lord Ltd 1 . 


EnVey 1 Wlnsfordl 

Utd 0 WUran Albion 2. Dr taaraam 
DhUoK Atherst on e 2 


BOXING 

Shea N Cary's fifth defence of his 
World Baring Union right-welter- 
weight tide against the American 
Mike Griffith in Dublin on 17 April 
has been postponed after the Liv- 
erpudlian picked up a hand injury In 

training. 


CRICKET 

Middlesex have re-signed Mike Rose- 
berry from Durham. The 32-year-old 
opening batsman had 1 0 seasons at 


FOOTBALL 

The German Kari Hein* Feldkamp has 
replaced John Toshack as coach of 
die Turkish dub, Besik tas. 

Raul Barnes, the Huddensfleid Town 
striker, has joined First Division ri- 
vals Bury for £50,000. 

Tom Cowan, the Huddersfield Town 
full-back, yesterday joined Burnley 
tor a nominal sum. 

Ktoerruan have signed Liverpool's re- 
serve goalkeeper Tony Warner on a 
two-week trial. 



wwanojo z-i] ut Kamo (2-1 ); uojcwo 
(1-2) br Aranosho (1-2): Oftlnode (2-1) br 
Oglnfchlkl (1-2): ToklDtuiinl (2-1) br 
Hamanoshlma (1-2); Tochlnovokj ( 2 - 1 ) br 
Korbreu (2-1): Ganyu (1 -2) bt Mtonuml [0- 
3): Cnyucnzan p4J) bt UtofemaMio 11-2). 
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March): Ofvui (Newcastle], Kelly 
SheffleM Utd). Irwin (Manchester Utd). 
Carr (fcaenhain). Hwta (Leeds), Srwiran 
(UverpooQ, C natWa g h a n i (Wimbledon |, 
Braan (Coventry). Babb iLJwrpooJ). Key 
■taut (Manchester Utd). McAccer (Black- 
bum). KtaxeBa JOaiteon). aclooxhlb 
(Portsmouth). Cara toy (Derby). Duff 
(Blackburn). Onto* Sunderland). Cafi- 
(Naicyl. RoMto Kaaaa (WMves). 

I (Norwich), CmwoBy (Wolves). 


nosNma 
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* tokatoriS (1-2):Kyottu&huran'raTi'i 
ot Takanonaml (2-1): taunotuna (3-0) bt 
Shlklshlma (1-21: KotonishJM (1-2) bt 


RbhUi 

pkmShfa GttoHp Om match v Safari '- 
End. M nWrU M SO Marebjr mbats 
(Blackburn). Keadan (mace). Oreea 
(Wolves). Prtoa (Swansea). HuyhrajVma). 


TODAYS FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 

730 unless slated 
EUROPEAN QIP 
ouartbr-fmals SECOND LEG 
Dynamo Wev (l> v R Madrid (1) <7-45} 
interzuuionale (0) v Man Utd (2) f7.45) 
Kalsendautem (0) < B Munich (2) (7.45) 
Olympiatos (1) v Juvent us (2) ( IAS) .. 

nationwide conference 

Forest Green v YieovU (7 45) - 

FAI HARP LAGER WOTOHW- 
i curare premier Division: Rnn Harps 
v SBgo Rovers (3.0). 

PRESS A JOURNAL 
I f/uatct Oacftnacudtfffi v Keith (8.0). 
Fort William v Forres Mechanl^Hcuit- 
iy v Rasebujlt Roth® v FererheatJ 


UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE 
First Dhhkn: Ban Preston v Chkhescer 
City; Hassocks v Langney Sports. 
JENSON WESSEX LEAGUE Rrst 
Dhtotowi Cowes Sports v Gosport Bor- 
ough: Hambie ASSC v Whitchurch. 
ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE Rrst DMUoo: Gutsborougtl 
Town v BHIIngharn Synthoriia. 

TIE TIMES m YOUTH CUP Rftfc- 
roond replay: Crystal Fblace v Arsenal. 
PONTtNS LEAGUE Pramlar DWrioK- 


Palace v Colchester; Gillingham v West 
Harr, Luton v Wycombe (2.0); Oxford v 
Barnet: Peterborough v Bournemouth 
(7.0); Witford v Queen's Park Rangers. 


RUGBY LEAGUE 
NORTHERN FORD PREMIERSHIP: 

Feathers tone v Wldnes (7.30); Hull 
Kington Rovers v OfaJham (7.30): White- 
haven v Lancashire Lynx (7-30). 


8 Birmingham u Stahe^7.j 5): NotOng- 


ham Forest v Derby (7.0). Rrst Dh Ksl o tr 


Bolton v Tranmere (7JM; Manchester aty 
v Grimsby (7.0): MltMleferoi«h v 


Wtohier l am p ton (7.0). 1 
Blackpool v Newcastle (7.0); Hudders- 



RUGBY UNION 
AMGLOWLSMnaBCDUrt Gloucester 
v Cardiff (7.45). 

CLUB MATCHES: Combined London 
OB V Slinrw {7.30|j(lf Esher) ; Mchtnond 
XV v Royal Navy (7.30) for the AMede 
Ground). 


Unston v BradTOm (7.0). 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION 
Rrst DMsIon: Brentford v Norwich 
■2JD); Eirtghtoii v VWnLKdon (7.0); Com- 
• - v Southampton (2.0): Crystal 


BASKETBALL 

SaadMni DtarlstomBracWey v BakJoek. 

WIHSTONLEAD KENT IfAGUBPWJ* 

nler DMslttv Cantabuty^ Oty^ * Green- 
wlch Borough. 


OTHER SPORTS 

GOLF: Sunningdale Foursomes. 



Rovers). Holloway (I 

’ me (OPR), if ra w ell (Liverpool]. O*- 
(Everun), Paula . 

Thnmt (Sbckbum). Hurortll , .. 
Roberts (Wrwhflm).wmta™ (Southamp- 
ton). H ub erra Swansea). Soadbe Janw 
(Swamsea). Jnu (CartUTJ. qabbldnw 
(WBAJ. Oleary pwsrrwa). Hofikto* (Wnw- 
ham). Bernalm (Cardiff). 

NAnOWlD C FOOTBALL LEAGUE R»- 
erranfed rbatei 26 Apr: Ybrk v Black- 
pool (ram 9 Mar). 


ICE HOCKEY 

Burfalo 2 NT tenders 1: NY Rangers 
Nngton 1 (or): Phoenix 5 Carolina 5 
; New Jersey 2 Vancouver 1; Las Angeles 
0. 


RUGBY UNION 
BtOLAND A [V iran« A, nedrKh, Pr*. 
MijriiC Catlng (Gloucester): L Ltoyd 
(Ld««er). N Pu nto i (Lpndon HshJ. P 
Ntowah (Harlequins), T U n d er wood 
(Newcastle): M auptotoft (Gloucestar), S 
P c n e im (GtaJces ari :G R nmMn m (letefr 
ter). G amter (Saracens). D Crainpe oa 


(RldHiHjnd). A 
ABer (Gloucester), B 


nOJGICKxxster). R 
Ctonto (fflehmond). 
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Ferguson’s 

laughing 

cavaliers 


^u^oSSrSeS Yorke and Cole enter the San Siro 
® the primacy of the as possibly the best strike force in 

partnership between 

Dwight YortE and Amfy United’s history. By Phil Shaw 

Cole and MSed off anylingering : — 






hopes the likes of Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer and Teddy Shering- 
ham may have harboured The 
moment when, as David Beck- 
ham's other half might have put 
it, twobecame one hdi of a duo. 

The scene was the Nou 
Camp Stadium in November; 
early in the second half of a fre- 
netic Champions’ League fix- 
ture. After the shock of 
conceding a first-minute goal to 
Barcelona, Manchester United 
had recovered to equalise 
through Yorke. Probing the left 
side of the home defence, Roy 
Keane rolled a pass inside to- 
wards the Tbbagan 25 yards 
hum goal... whereupon Cole 
takes up the story. 

“Dwight dummie d it and as 
soon as he let the ball run I 
knew that he wouldn't stand 
still, that he’d mflbp a run. So I 
thought I’d play a one-two. 
Dwight could either go on him- 
self or knock it back to me. For- 
tunately for me, he knocked it 
back." Unfortunately for Ruud 
Hesp, Barca's Dutch goal- 
keeper, Cole knocked it past 
him. 

The scorer's analysis talks of 
what he “thought” he would do. 


However; the most striking as- 
pect Of the bufld-up was the ap- 
parent lack of deliberation and 
the part played by intuition, or 
“telepathy" as Wilf McGuin- 
ness, the former United player 

and manager; characterises it 
When Ybrke stepped ova* the 
ball he knew instinctively that 
Cole was behind him and 
moved instantaneously for the 
pass which was duly played. 

Cole, in turn, anticipated 
precisely where to run for the 
reciprocal pass from Yorke. In 
a mattered seconds the ball nes- 
tled in the Catalan net, prompt- 
ing Alan Hansen to hail the goal 
as “a masterpiece”. 

Since that game, which fin- 
ished 3-3, the understanding 
that was blossoming between 
United’s front two has bur- 
geoned, perhaps even beyond 
Alex Ferguson’s expectations. 
Beckham, whose crosses en- 
abled Yorke to give United a 
2-0 first-leg lead over In- 
temazfonale in their European 
Cup quarter-final, says the 
pair’s perpetual motion make 
his job easy. 

Going into the second leg in 
Milan tonight, Yorke has 


Manchester United's leading scorers in all competitions* 


1986- 87 

Peter Davenport 16. Norman 
Whiteside 1 0, Frank Stapleton 9. 

1987- 88 

Brian McClair 31 . Bryan Robson 
1 1 . Gordon Strachan 9. 

1988- 89 

Mark Hughes 1 6. Brian McClair 
16. Pn>an Robson 8. 

1989- 90 

Mark Hughes 15. Mark Robins 
10. Brian McClair 8. 

1990- 91 

Mark Hughes 21 . Brian McClair 
21. Steve Bruce IB. 

1991- 92 

Brian McClair 2A, Mark Hughes 
1A, Andre Kanchelskis 8. 

1992- 93 

Mark Hughes 1 6, Ryan Giggs 1 1 . 
Brian McClair 9. Eric Cantona 9. 


1993- 94 

Eric Cantona 25. Mark Hughes 
20. Ryan Giggs 17. 

1994- 95 

Andre Kanchelskis 15. Eric 
Cantona 1 3. Andy Cole 1 2 . Mark 
Hughes 12. 

1995- 96 

Eric Cantona 1 9. Paul Scholes 
1 A. Andy Cole 13. 

1996- 97 

Ole Gunnar Soiskjaer 19, Eric 
Cantona 15, David Beckham 11. 

1997- 98 

Andy Cole 26, Teddy Shering- 
ham 1A, David Beckham 11. 

1998- 99 

Dwight Ybrke 26, Andy Cole 2 1 , 
Ole Gunnar Soiskjaer 15 (so far). 
‘EngHsh dubs banned from Europe 
7966-87 to 1989-90 inclusive 


amassed 26 goals and Cole 21. 
The letter’s brace in Satur- 
day’s win at the club who sold 
him for £7tn, Newcastle, means 
it is already the most prolific 
partnership of the Ferguson 
era, overtaking the mark set by 
Eric Cantona and Mark 
Hughes in 1993-94. Yet what 
really sets apart the double 
act which could bring the 
Treble to Old Trafford is the 
transparent pleasure Ybrke and 
Cole take in making goals for 
pjfh other 

In his mind’s eye McGuin- 
ness, a former Busby Babe 

flnri Tfoigfanri pla y pi^ r*m atilt araa 

Tbmmy Taylor in tandem with 
Dennis Viollet before Munich. 
He worked with Best, Law, 
Chariton and Kidd, and ad- 
mired the link betweenHughes 
and Brian McClam But be has 
no hesitation in huffing Ybrke 
and Cole as Old Trafford’s best 
attacking partnership “by a 
mfle”. 

“The funny thing is that 
they’re basically similar play- 
ers,” he says. “They're not the 
classic pairing of a strong 
spearhead and a foil who feeds 
off him. HiqyYe both fast, dart- 
ing strikers whose biggest 
asset is movement off the ball 
and sharpness in the goal area. 

■They’ve both got quick feet 
They’re both good at shielding 
the ball, with surprising uppers 
body strength. Both turn well, 
and they’re better in the air 
than you’d expect for their 
size” 

The fact that they are also 
bosom pals -Ybrke rang Cole 
when he could not find the 
training ground on his first day 
and they immediately hit it off 
- has enhanced their relation- 
ship on the pitch, according to 
McGuinness. “It shouldrft mat- 
ter if you don't get on with a 
certain team-mate. But if two 
players are good buddies, they 
look for each other. I certainly 
did with Bobby Chariton and 
Eddie Colman, but then we 
were all friends in that side.” 

Now covering the dub as a 
broadcaster; a role which took 
him to Barcelona and will also 
find him in Milan, McGuinness 






Dwight Yorke (left) and Andy Cole celebrate another magic moment Cor their prolific partnership Reuters 


has noticed how Yorke and 
Cole are always first to con- 
gratulate each other after a 
goal. While pointing out that 
Cole's link with Cantona was 
not exactly unproductive, he 
acknowledges that there was no 
comparable rapport 

“These two play for each 
other;” he says. “Strikers nor- 
mally have to be selfish, or at 
least single-minded, but they 
love he^ptogeach other: And the 
way ifs going, if one hits the bar; 
the other sticks in the re- 
bound.” 

Their friendship is such that 
the other players reputedly 
tease them about how often 
they pass to one another They 
train together a lot- the hard- 
er they practise, the more tele- 
pathic they get, to paraphrase 
a famous maxim about luck in 
golf - as well as hanging out 
with each other 

The simplistic explanation is 
that the empathy stems from 
the feet that both are black and 
therefore natural “soul broth- 


ers”. Yfet Cole is a Nottingham 
bay who spent much of his 
adolescence in London after 


used to keep his family in the 
West Indies above tire poverty 
line by catching crabs and sell- 
ing them to hotels. Culturally, 
their backgrounds could 
scarcely be more contrasting. 

Whatever the reason, the 
bond has brought Cole out ofhis 
shell Graham Tayloi; who took 
Ybrke to England as a teenag- 
er after spotting him on an 
Aston WQa touc once remarked 
that it would be nice to see Cede 
smile. Yorke, of course, could 
grin for England (were he not 
committed to Trinidad & 
Tbbago), and his influence may 
account for his partner’s less 
surly demeanour of late. 

In playing terms, the pairing 
has surprised those who ex- 
pected Ybrke to provide fin: 
Cole but not vice versa. The for- 
mer tends to drift into deeper 
positions and to go wide more, 
but it is also noticeable how 


often he is the beneficiary of 
Cole’s new-found selflessness, 
most recently at Chelsea in 
the FA Cup. 

Ybrke is the more complete 
performer The audaciously 
chipped goal over Ed deGoey 
at Stamford Bridge was no 
one-off; he bad the confidence 
and the skill to dink a similar 
shot over David Seaman from 
the penally spot for Villa 
against Arsenal last season. 
Now that he is playing for a 
side who tend to dominate 
possession, we are seeing the 
full range of his attacking 
talents. 

“I oouM understand why tbe 
dub were so keen to get him,” 
McGuinness says, “even 
though John Gregory got than 
to pay more than the gang rate! 
Bathe looks a snip now, if you 
can say that about someone 
who cost mfim: a classic Unit- 
ed player He was a very good 
player at vma - now he looks a 
great player” 

Alan Hansen, echoing Glenn 


Hoddle’s caveat that Cole 
needs too many chances to 
score, believes there is still a 
question mark over him 
against top-class opposition. 
McG uinnes s argues that is uo 
longer the case: “Andy hasn't 
redly had a chance to prove 
himself with England, but at 
European level he’s blossom- 
ing due to this partnership. 
That goal in Spain was a per- 
fect example.” 

In the San Siro, Cde could be 
asked to operate as a lone 
striker; with Ybrke and the wide 
players taking more withdrawn 
roles. Inter; doubtless rein- 
forced by Ronaldo, are sure to 
throw men forward- 
united are going to have to 
work hard when the Italians 
come at them, though that's 
when the gaps should appear;” 
soys McGuinness. “It was cru- 
cial that biter didn’t get an 
away gpaL With Ybrke and Cole, 
you’re always confident that 
United will score, whoever or 
whoever they play” 


Parma’s 

panache 

banishes 

Bordeaux 


Parma 6 

Bordeaux p 

Parma tom 7-2 on qggnega^' 

HERN AN CRESPO and. Enrico 
Chiesa scored twice each as 
Parma thrashed Bordeaux 6-0 
yesterday to overturn their 
narrow flist-leg deficit and ease 
into the Uefe Cup semi-finals. 

Both Crespo’s goals were set 
up for him by the defender 
Radio VSrnofi in the 37th and 66th 
minutes, while Chiesa scored 
with a long-range shot in the 
43rd and rounded off a counter- 
attack by converting a pass 
from Crespo in the 59th. 

Crespo’s compatriot Juan 
Ifcron struck a brilflant free-kick 
just after half-time, and Abel 
Balbo made it four for the Ar- 
gentinian contingent with a 
late penalty. 

Bordeaux, who lead th&r- 
Freneh league, arrived at Tar* ' 
dini stadium intent on protect- 
ing the 2-1 advantage they 
gained in the first leg two weeks 
ago, but their defensive strat- 
egy backfired. 

Victory kept alive Parma’s 
quest for a rare treble; they are 
in the Italian Cup final and are 
tied for second place in SericA. 
But the 1995 Uefa Cup-winners 
wffl have to play them semi-final 
first leg without defensive stal- 
wart, Fabio Cannavaro, who 
collected his yellow card of the 
tournament after bring boobed 
for handball in the 54th minute. 

Otoerwise, everything went 

■ Parma's way. In the 37th 
minute, Diego Fuser’s pass 
found Vanoli on the left, he 
drew the goalkeeper; Ulrich j* 
Rame, and slid the ball inside 
fur Crespo’s first Then tbnoQ's 
dummy run left space for 
Chiesa to collect Dino Bag- 
gio’s long pass for the second 

Just after half-time, Veron 
curled in his free-kick to make 
it 3-0 and Chiesa took Crespo's 
i through ball to fire in the fourth. 

; Then Crespo scored from Vano- 
! h’s nod-down of a 40-yard pass 
; by the French World Cup win- 

■ nee, Lilian Thuram. 

Balbo got the last goal with 
- two minutes to go, afterthe Bor- 
deaux defender Nisa Saveljic, 
i standing near the penally spot 
inexplicably grabbed the ball 
out of the air with both hands. 


O’Neill wins Republic recall 


THE MIDDLESBROUGH-BOUND 
striker Keith O'Neill has been 
recalled to the Republic of Ire- 
land squad for the Group Eight 
European Championship qual- 
ifying tie with Macedonia in 
Skopje on 27 March. The Irish 
manager, Mick McCarthy has 
also called up the uncapped 
Spurs defender Stephen Carr to 
his 20-man travelling squad 

O'Neill on the brink of leav- 
ing Norwich for Middlesbrough 
for £700,000, missed the 2-0 vic- 
tory over Paraguay in Dublin on 
10 February because of an 
ankle injury. Carr gets his 
chance because of injuries 
which rule out Gary Kelly. Cur- 
tis Fleming, Jeff Kenna and 
Ron, - Delap. 

McCarthy will be anxious 
that there is no repeat of the 
shock 3-2 defeat by the Mace- 


By ajan Nixon 

donians in Skopje in a World 
Cup qualifier in April 1997. 
“That result doesn't matter 
now. We didn't do ourselves 
justice that day," said Mc- 
Carthy. “It's a huge game for 
us and vitally important. 
Yugoslavia play Croatia on the 
same night in another Group 
Eight game. But I won't be 
concerned about that result if 
we can win in Macedonia. 

“Three points has to be the 
priority against the Macedo- 
nians, or at least not be beaten.” 

McCarthy has put the Bury 
goalkeeper Dean Klely Brad- 
ford's midfielder Gareth What- 
ley, the Wimbledon winger 
Mark Kennedy and Fhlham's 
Steve Finnan on standby in 
case of injuries. 


The Liverpool defender 
Steve Staunton will be able to 
take his place in the travelling 
party having recovered from a 
back injury suffered in Satur- 
day’s 3-2 defeat by Derby. 

The Northern Ireland man- 
ager; Lawrie McMenemy, has 
called up the Bournemouth 
striker Stephen Robinson and 
Chesterfield’s defender Mark 
Williams for the games against 
Germany and Moldova. 

Robinson, who has been 
linked with a move to Fulham, 
is the latest player to be tried 
to answer Northern Ireland’s 
goal famine. 

McMenemy said of Robin- 
son: “We are always in the 
market for a goalscorer. 
Stephen has shown that he 
has the knack in thi« area. He 
is in the squad along with Iain 


Dowie and James Quinn and 
well take it from there.” 

EY>r Williams, 28, the in- 
ternational caD has come late 
aftera solid performance in the 
B international against Wales 
last month. McMenemy said: 
“Mark gave an impressive and 
disciplined show in that game. 
Wb were suffidentty impressed 
to have no hesitation in pro- 
moting him to the senior squad 
for these games.” 

The Reading centre-back 
Barry Hunter; who has been on 
loan at Southend, is recalled to 
the squad. He has had an ap- 
palling 12 months with injury 
but is now well on the road to 
recovery. 

Also included is the 
Sheffield Wednesday midfield- 
er Danny Sonnet; but there is 
no place for his chib-mate Jim 


Megaton. Also omitted is the 
Leicester centre-back Gerry 
Taggart, who, like MagDlon, 
has been included in tbe stand- 


REPUBUC OF IRELAND SQUAD (for 
Enropeon Championship OtiaUrylng 
Group Bcfet modi against Macedo- 
nia la Skopte, 27 Korea): Gtean (New- 
castle]. HcOf (Shefl Utd). (note (Mm Utd), 
Carr (Totten ham], Harte (Leeds). 
Smmm (Liverpool). Cmttenftaam (Wim- 
bledon). Breen (Coventry) : BoM> (Liver- 
pool). KUM (Man Utd). McJUeer 
(Blackburn). KIbmIU (Charlton], 
MLoottAi (Portsmouth) . Carafey (Der- 
by). Mf (Blackburn). Qrin (Sonde-Lmdl, 
Coocauftoo (Nancy). Keane (Waives), 
O' Item (Norwich), Comolly (Wolves). 
NORTHERN IRELAND SQUAD (t» 
race Germany In the European Own. 
ptoasNp qutfltar at Windsor Park, 
Belfast, 27 Marti): Bjlor (Fulham), 
Fetxls (BtacHbum).»tapw» [Newcastle). 
HDbms ((fester rvrldf, Morrow (OPR). 
te u nou (Dundee Utd). MO (Northamp- 
ton). Horiodc (Man Cliy). Kennedy (W3i- 
. Rowland (OPR) , Hamear (Rearing). 
Whfcin (Man Qty). QBaspte (Blackburn). 
McCarcin (BhTnlr.gham). Lomas (West 
Ham). Sonner (Steff Wed), Lennon 
(Leicester]. He ig h— pMn**edon). Dowie 
(OPR), Onion (West Brom), R o Mws o n 

(Bournemouth). 


Wales wait on 
Giggs’ fitness 
for Swiss date 


Viduka transfer probe Milne committed to 

revitalising Aberdeen 


CELTIC HAVE called in the 
fraud squad to investigate Mark 
Viduka ’s transfer from Croatia 
Zagreb, according to newspa- 
per reports. 

Viduka went back to his 
native Australia immediately 
following the S3m deal claim- 
ing that he was too stressed to 
play. Despite the demands of 
Zagreb and promptings from 
Uefa. European football's gov- 
erning body the Celtic owner 
Fergus McCann, refused to pay 
Viduka' s transfer fee, although 
it now appears that he feared 
he was being set up. 

One newspaper reported that 
the player himself warned Mc- 
Cann that part of the cash would 
go directly to officials of the 
Croatian ’ dub. The paper 
claimed to have a copy of a let- 
ter signed by tiie Celtic director 
Fergus Sweeney which proves 
the Parkhead dub called for a 


senior police investigation into 
the deal 

The letter stated: “My chib 
is understandably disturbed at 
the events surrounding Vidu- 
tea's transfer, and the depths of 
its concern can be gauged by 
the fad that the circumstances 
have been reported for inves- 
tigation to the British police 
with a view to ascer tainin g 
whether there are any fraudu- 
lent elements in those circum- 
stances. Viduka has advised 
Celtic that certain Croatian of- 
ficials will receive part of this 
fee.” 

The letter is believed to have 
been lodged with world foot- 
ball's governing body. Fife, al- 
though following initial 
inquiries the police could find 
no wrongdoing to substantiate 
Celtic's fears. 

Zagreb have so fer received 
£900,000 for a player who has 


scored four goals to his first two 
games for Celtic. A final ruling 
v on Viduka’s transfer is expect- 
ed from Fife later this week. 

The Dundee midfidderDar- 
iusz Adamczuk, who was sent 
off to Saturday’s defeat by Dun- 
fermline, has been banned for 
six games by the Scottish Fbot- 
ball Association. 

A report from the referee 
Hugh Dallas has disclosed that 
Adamczuk was given two red 
cards, the first for a second 
booking and the second for his 
remarks to the referee. This 
meant he was automatically 
suspended for two games and, 
as he passed the 16-point 
threshold, an extra four games 
were added. 

Adamczuk will not be back 
until the final three games of 
tbe season as Dundee struggle 
to avoid relegation from the 
Premier League. 


ABERDEEN'S CHAIRMAN, 
Stewart Milne, has pledged to 
find the necessary money to 
help the Pittodrie dub improve 
their pom* position in Premier 
League. 

The Dons suffered a h umili - 
a tin g 5-1 defeat - their worst 
home reverse in 38 years - to 
Critic on Sunday, after which 
their captain, Derek Whyte, 
questioned Milne’s desire to 
halt an alarming slide. Whyte 
darned Aberdeen need to start 
buying players to the £2m brack- 
et if they are to regain their past 
status. But, So fer Milne has 
sanctioned only the £250,000 
transfer of Andreas Mayer from 
Rosenburg in January 

While Milne insisted the 
players must share tbe blame 
fora run of depressing results, 
he confirmed that finance will 
be found to fund the plans of the 


manager, Paul Hegarty. “Manor 
is not the problem,' 1 said Milne. 
“It is finding the right players. 
We badly need remfhreements, 
particularly in defensive areas. 
But I won’t accept other players 
using that as an excuse for how 
ftirrt ffi are going. The players 
nmstriiaroresponsbflrty for tiie 
position «e are to.” 

Aberdeen have conceded 48 
goals this season - the worst 
record in the Premier League 
- much to the concern of 
Whyte. “I feel embarrassed be- 
cause I have rarely lost 5-1 in 
my career; let alone at home,” 
he said. “The sort of players we 
need might cost £2m, and ft all 
now hinges on how ambitious 
Aberdeen really want to be." 

Aberdeen's poor run of re- 
sults have seen them slip into 
the bottom half of the table, just 
six points off the bottom. 


THE WALES manager; Bobby 
Gould, is praying that Ryan 
Giggs comes through his two 
frig ffi tmfw; for Man c h este r Unit- 
ed this week so that he can 
make his romeback to bis coun- 
try's crucial Euro 2000 qualifi- 
er in Switzerland on 31 March. 

Giggs, in action against In- 
temazto nale tonight and Ewer- 
ton in the Premiership oh 
Sunday, played to Wries’ open- 
ing Group One fixture against 
Italy to September; a 2-0 defeat 
at AnfieldL 

But the United player was 
ruled out through injury from 
the two victories in Denmark 
and at home to Belarus which 
have given Whies a genuine 
chance of qualifying for their 
first mzgor finals since the 1958 
World Cup in Sweden. 

There is no question that if 
he stays fit Wales’ most talent- 
ed player will be on the team 
sheet against the Swiss. That 
would give Gould a difficult de- 
cision over who to leave out 
frum the side that played so well 
in the two Octobes-victories, cul- 
minating to a night of national 
pride and passion at Nrnian 
Park when Belarus were beat- 
en 3-2. 

However; there is a question 
mark over Giggs' fitness fol- 
lowing his recent return from 
another Achilles problem foran 
Old Tkafford ride now chasing 
the Premiership, Champions’ 
League and FA Cup treble, 
and Gould will not rest until he 
ariuahyjofa&upwith his Wales 
team-mates on Thursday 
week, 

Gary Speed, who missed the 
Belarus gama through sus- 


pension, will return to the side 
as captain to win his 50th cap. 

There is also a recall for Sun- 
derland's Andy Melville after a 
fine season with the Nationwide 
FSrst Division leaders, while the 
Nottingham Ebrest goalkeeper 
Mark Crossley comes back 
aftera kmg absence through in- 
jury- 

Wimbledon’s £7.5m striker 
John Hartson, who has recov- 
eredfrom persistent injury and 
suspension problems to claim 
a place in the Dons’ side, is in- 
cluded for the first time since 
last summer’s gam« in Malta 
and Tunisia. 

The Norwich youngster 
Craig Bellamy, who scored a 
superb winning goal in Den- 
mark, is also named in the 
squad, while Mark Delaney 
Aston Villa’s recent signing 
from Cardiff is to the stand-by 
party along with Preston’s Kurt 
Nogan. 

The under-2l side, who play 
in Winterthur on 30 March, in- 
dudes the Liverpool 19-yeapold 
youth player Layton Maxwell 
for the-finSt time, while Ever- 
toti’s John Oster also makes his 
comeback at international level 
after suspension. 

WALES SQUAD (for EorofMAft Chaitt- 
pto m a fo O uacf Group Ooe match 

agAlttM Switzerland In Zurich. 31 
Marti): Jems [Southampton], Ward 
(NOCts County). Gnaslef (Nottm Form). 
Robbnoa [Chari con), Jenkins (Hudder- 
sfield), Barnard (Barnsley). itoOapn, 
SyOTOtB. Cftkman (aU f\>3ram). WtetetOn 
[Sunderland). VffiBann [Waives). John- 
son [Noam Form). Smog* (Leicester). 
Speed (Newcastle). Kttghos (Southamp- 
ton). RembrUga, Samufem (both Ben- 
da). Blake -{Blackburn}, Hartson 
(WbrMedon). fflj fl ga {Man Utd), BcUamy- 
( Norwich), standby: Coyn* (Tmnmere). 
Manteee (Sunderiand), PeMwy (Asuri 
vma), Age (Watford), Edwarts (Ptottm 
Forest), caaem (Sw&uai), Napa i Pr^- 
von), n eh eWN (Norwich). 


Lee asks 
for fair * 
treatment 

By Damian Spellman 

ROB LEE has asked Newcastle 
to set a fair price if they intend 
selling him. The 33-year-old 
England midfielder has made 
just one start since Boxing Day 
through a combination of injury 
and the form of the German Di- 
etmar TfamAnn and the reju- 
venated Welsh international 
Gary Speed in cen tral midfield. 

Newcastle would probably 
want £2m for the veteran and 
Lee hopes the high price wiD 
not deter interested clubs..* 
“Players don’t have a say in how^ 
much they are worth, but if the 
dub is looking to sell me, I 
would hope th^ would set a fair 
price,” he said. 

With the loss of tbe captain- 
cy to Alan Shearer; Lee admits 
teat the writing is on the walL 
That message was driven heme 
to him when he appeared as a 
second-half substitute in the 
2-1 home defeat by Manchester 
United last weekend. 

“Dietmar and Gary have 
done very well lately, but that 
doesn’t stop me being a good 
player;" he said. “When I came 
on the other day, we just 
seemed to get in each other's 
way. I can't really envisage the 
three of us playing together un- 
less we pfeyed with wing-backs. 

“My problems started with: 

that Achilles injury. I’ve had 

longest spell of my career rfn 
the sidelines, but I still feel I'm 
one of the best players at this 
dub and have a lot to offer;" 

Lee joined United from his 
only other dub, Chariton, for 
what proved to be a bargain 
£700,000 in September 1992, 
first playing wide on the right 
before moving into the middle 
to establish his partnership 
with David Batty. 

A number of dubs have been 
linked wife Lee, although be has 
spoken to none. The fee could be 
a problem but he is not getting 
involved to any negotiations. 

ArsCne Wenger has added . 
another prodigy to Arsenal's* , 
growing 'teenage ranks. The 
latest arrival is German youth 
international Moritz Volz, 
signedfrom Schalke 04 to a deal 
reported to be worth £150.000- 
a-year to Germany’s former 
under-15 captain from the start 
. of next season. 
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Morris in I Pitman hands over the reins 


call for one 

governing 

authority 


THE GENERAL SECaffinCARY of 
the British Boxing Board of 
Control, John Morris, 
called for a worid body to bring 
order to the sport 

Morris has cam paign^ for 
five years to establish a Fife- 
style organisation to oversee 
championship bouts. The de- 
bate over Evander Holyfield’s 
controversial world heavy- 
weight championship draw 
with Lennox Lewis has led to 
calls for a worldwide reform. 
^ Morris believes a world gov- 
wning body could be estab- 
lished wife powers to enforce 
rules in the conduct of title 
fights, although promoters 
would still be allowed to maiw» 
the deals and stage the bouts. 

“Fife’s job is to safeguard its 
sport so that everyone can get 
the benefit of it and in boxing 
we have to project our sport in 
the best possible way,” he said. 

Morris argues that the Wbrid 
Boxing Council, Wbrid Boxing 
Association and International 
Boxmg Federation, the thi^ or- 
ganisations involved in the New 
York controversy, are sanc- 
tioning rather than governing 
bodies. Each has its own regu- 
lations and a streamlined ap- 
proach is needed, particularly 
yp the United States where box- 
ing is run by state commissions. 

Morris feels a world regula- 
tory body would have responsi- 
bflity for medical provision, fight 
rules and the selection of judges 
and their supervision. He feds 
neutral judges are needed. 

“Fbur or five years ago I, and 
the-then CBBBC] president, Sir 
David Hopkin, wrote to all toe 
major administrators calling 
on them to co-operate and we 
had a lot of support There was 
a very favourable reaction from 
Japan and states within Amer- 
ica who have benefited greatly 
from the work of the Associa- 
tion of Boxing Commissions." 

"The whole set-14) has im- 
proved in the US and the ABC 
is a far more forceful body 
which is defending toe interests 


® is funding and top profes- 
sional administrators." 


BOXING 


By Trevor bandit .t. 

Lewis’s manag er , Frank 
Maloney, yesterday maimeH 
that his fighter would have 
beaten Muhammad AIL Mal- 
oney described Lems as the 
“best finisher in toe heavy- 
weight division” and claimed 
that Ah would have been out- 
musded by the bigger man. 

Maloney also ruled out the 
prospect ofhis fighter meeting 
Holyfield at Wembley in a re- 
match. Lewis’s canq> want the 
return to be at an alternative 
British venue, though, and Mal- 
oney urged tl^sporte minister; 
Ibny Banks, to offer his support 
“The rematch can’t be at 
Wembley because US televi- 
sion controls toe situation. It 
can come to somewhere else in 
Britain if we match the money 
toat is pto up by the Americans. 
We hope that Tony Banks will 
get the private sector inTOhred." 

In response, Banks said: “I 
am always keen to focus the 
eyes of toe sporting world on 
Britain andIwffl,of course^ help 
in any way I can towards se- 
curing the rematch. It is vital 
that boxing recovers from toe 
booty blow its reputation has re- 
ceived and I think that hosting 
the fight in Britain would go a 
significant way towards fids.” 

I TODAY'S I 
NUMBER 

107,000 

The number of spectators I 
- a capacity crowd - I 
expected in Sydney's new I 
Olympic Stadium for the I 
Australia v New 
Zealand rugjby union 
game in the Bledtsloe 
City in August. Only 
2,200 tickks remain 
unsold. The world 1 

record is 95,000. I 


Greg Wood on a 
woman who 
broke into a turf 
stronghold and 
established her 
own Garrison 


THEY CALL her toe First Lady 
of Aintree, but it was at Chel- 
tenham yesterday that Jenny 
Pitman, perhaps toe most fa- 
mous racehorse trainer in the 
country, chose to announce her 
retirement Her son, Mark, will 
take over toe licence at Weatb- 
ercock House, mLambourn, be- 
fore the start of the next 
National Hunt season. As she 
delivered toe news in an inter- 
view which was broadcast to 
the packed Festival enclosures, 
both mother and son were in 
tears. 

It is just a few months since 
Pitman revealed that she had 
successfully fought off cancer; 
but she said that the illness had 
not influenced her decision. “I 
am happy to say that it is noth- 
ing to do with my health,” she 
said. “I am not HI, but this 
seems the right time for Mark 
to take oven Fm not really re- 
tiring, but I wont be playing 
centre forward any more. I 
shall be an the subs’ bench. I’ve 
hardly been an y where outside 
this country apart from Ireland 
and Spain and Itajy I would love 
to see the big races in Australia 
and toe United States and 
Dubai” 

Chel tenham hag featured 
prominently in Pitman’s 24- 
year training cares; most fa- 
mously when she became toe 
first - and so far on|y - woman 
to train a Gold Cup winner 
with the success of Burrongh 
BBfl Lad in 1984. Seven years 
later; Garrison Savannah won 
the same race, with her son in 
toe saddle, but the following 
season Pitman was toe focus of 
less flattering publicity. 

She was accused of running 
Golden Freeze, a 150-1 no- 
hoper, in the Gold Cup simply 
to upset toe hot favourite, 
CarvflTs EGO, and thereby in- 
crease toe dunce of her other 
runner; Tbby Tbbias. She was 
cleared of any malpractice at a 

■loofagy CThih inquiry; hirt awnw g 

the thousands of punters who 
backed CarvflTs Hfll, the mem- 
ory can Still raise haHrie*; 

“I wanted to make the an- 
nouncement here at Chel- 
tenham because of the 
wonderful warmth everyone 
here has shown to me over toe 
years,” Mrs Pitman said yes- 


HUNTINGDON 

HYPERION 

1 J50 Real Fire 2J20 The Red Rector 2^5 Tom 
Pinch 3.30 Alka International 4.10 Seize The 
Day 4.40 Trouble Ahead 5.15 Club Sandwich 

GOING; Soft (Good to Soft to places! 

■ Hght-tand, levs! course. Riawh 200yds. 

■Come a to Junction of Ai end A804. Fhrttogdan station (sa^ 
nee tram London, King's Cross) tn. ADMI SSIO N; £S al enclo- 
sures {today only! CAR PARK; Free. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAMERSrK Beley 18410 (20%) G Htaberd 17-82 
(207%), Mr* M Revetoy 1W1 (306%). J Gifford 14-79 {177%! 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: R Dtmwoody 21-81 (2SB%! M A 
Fitzgerald 17*93 p83%! P tfide 645 (23.1%! N Wffltomeon 14- 
77{*2%! 

■ FAVOURITES: 8*7-650 (448%) 

■ LONG DBTANCE RUNNERS: Eerp 030) sent 254 miss. 
BUNKERED FIRST TIME: E»p P3H Tyto Steamer (wtared). 

jfTenj KEYSOE SELLING HXAP HURDLE 
(CLASS G) ESflOO added 2m 5f 110yds 

i. KP2PP HELLO NEMAN BO) B LtoMlyn 1i H « _.MrJLUawMyn 

2 G84335 HOTSPUR STREET (44) E L Jama 7 Tl 5 

JM 5 Semen* (7) B 

3 2fflK3» KXWAU.(ZZ)(D)AHobb*8113 GuyUwto® 

4 45F802 REALRREflG) MUeaBhw5 08 RWttfcnnBV 

5 GOOF/P BOMIA BLAXBEY (BS) G Baking 9 1) 5 BCBM 

6 00500 DUNSTON HEATH (32) Blaery6D5 WWOttangton 

7 OOO-P OLET3 SPUR (222) DGeogrty BUI RSuppto 

8 0B65-F BAVUMDPRMCE(37)(D) UeJBwIlDO 

__.__._Mta C Dyson B 

S -500BF WCHYOONEYBOYfll) tfc*ZDwi»n t)10Q 

JGoidtahpQ 

-Sdadand- 

4Haunee(^CTUa.BiJBtaKfcqp*ebIif*;BqlbrdM)ciM12kilnchf- 

dbmr Bojrflsr ttb. 

BETTBiQ: M ReNFlra. 3-1 Hotepur Street. 4-1 CohaH, 81 Dntai 
Huth, 10-1 IMto lie Mm, M-1 tactqdoray Bo* 184 a»Mrf 

FORM VERDICT 

Reel Rre has to be nonsidaiBd rftar Hi retain to form tat One 
hoi toe percentage cal to COUHAL1, when second aiFcntwel 
tat mcnr mads vta enough for Hs etagnment, 

fo on I HITCH IN HAULAGE MAIDEN HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3^)00 added 2m 5f 11 Oyds 

1 60S ACCADQBA (29) DMnay Stab Bit 5. -RQurat 

2 OHM AMERICAN STYLE (Ifl) Mot I Mdfla 7 n 5 — SCmn 

3 OOP ANUBfUHA(B4J Norton fin 5 CR*tar{7) 

4 1^72 ASHGAN (20) ! WMers 9 Tl 5 JlMddey B 

5 3H3 AUOACTERfUQLVfebfillS WMnkm 

^»M5PBUFMaUTpnJQ4ta07V3 Llepdl 

^1 OOPO COOLAMLL [US) 0&»tnHn7TtS JfBrenam 

8f P aJUBM.(1«M»wereOB9Ti5 D Byrne 

8 H» OtX»SHOW(23)DWfcnaBH5 BCSdocri 

D P HWEVOUHEABD(E)QMcOtort5fl5 0FM(3) 

n 00 JUST DESMOND (Fie^NtaC Cane 5 V 5 cwmb 

B OfiFPP HMMA BRAVE (19) A H Heney 5 H 5 ASEnUi 

U OOP MXMYE (RQ (Bl) J ftafii 5 n & TDeecenba 

N PW MORE FUN (USA) p8) MBlrtB6 11 3 JIHotaoep) 

6 4M5 POUN8LEY HILL (RS)JQHtxd BUS PM* 

S DUBS PUBESWWnpsejJtee BUS JRyan.. 

V 2502 THEMDRECTOB( iyKBaM y6HS EdgerByrneP) 

OETIWft »4 AodKta IM Tlw RnI Bad* «-1 Uhgm, 8-1 AdwIbm 
SW e, Bini Ota.IO-IPantayMIll.S-ICDataM, Mare Fin.3Moita» 

FORM VERDICT 

AUQACTER im MSh Ite Ftafita tuifta-ltiMfiiw Myavend 
b stesity improving w ludn Ite FMd RMta eoti pto 
(Wy be happier i tv ground died out 

[ft 'cc l ALCONSUBY HANDICAP CHASE 
If.* 00 1 (CLASS FI £3.000 added 3m 

1 «®- SHQUNtAD(441HOMoTMElmHl3oflrwit 11 O-TRmd 

2 0lP2$ 2A14BS1 SPMT (123) (D) ktaUJonw IQ 11 5 — DBytaa 

3 -R500 D&TOFHONCflp7)PRLeatm5 MtPCo«bIo(7)B 

U R9nPNORDDLMG(3mE9GHcCouriB1l5 EHadand 

” -2035 TROUVJUUEpnA'BinilB 114 Wlttntaa 

8 53FF33 TQMPHOTp7)(P)GBMi*101)®__. JBCKarti 

7 BW3UP TORN TOM (18JN Item BIO B RGMM 

B sa*3 HKH MOOD ptf) T Gnags 9 » 7 flVUday 

8 7fY-P3 WRENWAfBLSIMMBRitobKCrBD7 ASSrM 

V FfiSSP JBAU pS) DMnaySnBifiVB — SKaByffl 

; * MDP2 HOONUGKIERnil.CMtanBDO — RBetany 

IV W LEDBU««tM(D)Al*d»BlOO TDmnto 

Bbwwr Wb toeh-cw*t&*LVoonkHxto12b.Lt l ^^ 
8EnWQ:MM«rtMita5.lTt»iPaid>. IM HoFUdfco. Hloh Mood. »a 
Vm BMta rh 9iHtaLJd l Znl)ta^lDuvA.1fi-1tM«a 


FORM VERDICT 

Plenty of remonaiooppOMaadtti f lhanjmarabu! WREN WAR- 
BLER * eeigNad to win a race cf ttfc nehre on more than one 
piece d farm and her thW M Ludnr last time recetod a timely 
boaNehentherunaH^wonatVainKnonlfcnd^NoFItl- 
dtag ahoid be man to much better advanuge back ai todayta 
Bfn nftftr Tbm Pfcwli mot go ml again ■ Ne jinking hokta up 

[O on! GETECH WINDOWS LADIES HT3AP 
0,JU I HURDLE (F) £3,000 2m 110yds 

1 32-262 ALKA INTERNATIONAL (2Q (D) UaP'bmlBy 7 VO 

MtaCTraratajrp) 

2 U2TJ- BKJWHffl.aU. fSEfo (CD) JJertms «11 U lfc>K»(7) 

3 OfSKP BARTHOLOMEW FAR P3)P?C Dwyer 0 TIB 

MreFNantenp} 

4 23P233 DGDkNTSTOM (F25)(CD) BLJflMlynOtl 3 

HtaEJJoiM(QB 

5 OBOD2 CM>1»HBIGGLm(11}MKAStoM7D8 — AnSUnB 

6 065308 EAflP(41)P)FUitntfi7H7 MtaPRotanB 

7 BO B«»DlfM8)DGancUb4 07 EopNaUfeM 

fi 40QQP DO KWMRE {Q (P) Me J Emr 8 10 0 -Mae C Dyaoo (7J B 

MtaunwetoAtlOtt Tfi»hBnOoapiteigfXs: DoBoWm8s!ati 
BEITTNQ: 3-1 PWenlStoBB. 7-2 Be fintanee Fair, CaptelnBlBBta, 4-1 
ABa to taiefio na LB-1 Enp, 14BayyadL18EBflehaalBg,33PoBaWara 

FORM VERDICT 

CAPTAM BtGQLES d on fin upgrade and tt wl be Haeding 
Id see hwr ha gets on agatat the iA»iAUb AMa InCwnationaL 
who it nuh more eaposed but to flopped h does. Tha rthore 
rraheta&appeaL 


a 3M3 7ttiUW.lBK (Hj L TWBD II 3 _______ 

BUFMCMT pn-IMorO? V5 

^1 OOPO COOLAMLL (M6) 0 &»cnHn7 Tt S 

ISf P aJUBU.(1fi}MM«Brcba91i5 


" mt ■wncruntoaev pq e- 

6 4M5 POUNSLET 101(19 JGBoid fill 5_ 

V 043B& PUBESWWaW JlteeBVS — 

V 2582 THE ffiD RECTOR (JDK BaMy 60 5- 


JlTTn] THURLEIGH HANDICAP HURDLE 
l**» iU l (CLASS E) £3,000 added 3m 2f 

1 5-50Q SH2E 7TC n*Y pi) (C) pF) M Cocnee n 60 

_ I BiHPiwfBiie 

2 2W»0 1^(USA)W _ CTAS0etar91lt2 GaryMfcmV 

3 2PA-F mEEWnCf ps)(Q J^ftaDn 7 PHde 

4 23U8 EALMG COUHT (85) ACantl CT1 3 WHtatOC 

5 00F14- THE KXICJWS GONE (31CJ DGaasftlyflD 13 -RSappto 

0 SOME TM (25) (Q J Joifcm 9 D9 M&BWwp} 

7 66F3 WHTTfflONNET (11) C JBdfflcri Bt)5 „jBn S Ackwn B 

8 480212 TYlfl 5THMBl(B}mMtams71>0 

g OWB GRUNGE {69)(BflD MnpySnih 11 «0 SKMyfi) 

. 9 dflcfisd- 

BEHIND: 4-1 Setae The Day, WNtobooML TJjto StammS-l &fj>a. 
W TMiB-1 ThaHeiicaoe Gdm. 14-1 VtaWIm* Tim, 20-1 EdfegOouit 

FORM VERDICT 

TIHy could mhe a bdd bid to compete a hef-tfcfc ft this event fl 
he ged **np N* own vmk ha Owe mw be knpRwmBnl to ot» 
fioro TYLO STEAMBL who again aimed swnrawhen ■ deer 
•eocrdM the atffi TbMester trade bet week. j 

I. An \ BOLNHURST NOVICE CHASE (CLASS | 
fkWj E) £4,000 added 2m 4f 11 Dytte ! 

1 222GF NO MORE HASSLE (2fl(Hfl*taMltadN'StlB—BL«e 

2 53621 TR0I»E AHEM) f«|K BafiayB n B HWrtbT 

a 80»CBWANIQUraipa)jaftadBV3 

4 BSCeSMURBBWYpOajStelUdOeBDIl 6CWIB 

-4dadand- 

BEnWfcfl-4 DmUi Atnad. B-»No More Hmta, M C^ebnl Oneen, 
8-lMntang 

FORM VERDICT 

A&hough DouMe Ahead loota a premtaig noncedweraid 

A Wm Mim Blylll piWBIBAiM ■ 

who may have the batsr speed m fiife Wo 

|e Je l SWINESHEAD STANDARD OPEN NH 

5 - 15 l FLAT RACE (H) El ,750 2m IlOydS 

1 m nSOWJM(43)(DJ«ssVWfcntsBC0 — Jjf jMyB 

2 R3- NKIWE DAWN pBJJ(BF)0 Benin 6H* MBnmn 

3 0 VFWHBfrBiei( 48 |JSpaBNBSV 4 .WMssfap 

4 CUJBSMOWCHNHw«wnSD13 TCltaptay 

5 OOMI»«IWA(n)J«wbn6»i3 Mkhraiamn 

B' 0 R 0 HMHWKr( 1 cgDGeae|h(ySt)S _Rapp» 

7 ffWRSI^I*OnWGP6bttnta4fln_ OFF^q 

B PORrWOUlSMBnm4«11 WW urtaig on 

• 2 (XIWiWilSIBWM0H(2B|TBhaw^pa»4nnXQmilteH 

n 0 SORIT(48)ltaUfto«bncMOt) ASSntt 

n TOMOOjroPaNfci»i4i)fl. -£*“• 

C TUNNEL W1 LAD CUcdock 4 1)10 — s " l > mo g 

0 OANDEQQ Q4VUm D Ganddto 4*5 SoftaHJttlwl 

-ndactand- 

■CTTBClM tataynn, M OedBairSun4wcM aebStaMafa. tH 
R9B ef CM, 14-1 TbmoojW, 16-1 Gnbgg Qew»^ 2M tahm 

FORM VERDICT 
CUhSandwItaflQRwfaanBStahbvittaa 
tatwwdintaitypeafncebutfiiepchanle wTtBns oigY- 
M£ who a *■ mmaure tad vW bnprove » he 
end who ittowed ptafy of leracay to nin in Die nud ta» 










?r^fr; s 










mm 




ir-dnij-- ,-. . . . 






A tearfiil Jenny Pirinan announciiig her retirement to crowds at Cheltenham yesterday David Ashdown 


terday. “I have so many mar- 
vellous memories of Chel- 
tenham. It would be very nice 
if I could go out with a winner 
at my final Festival as a pro- 
fesaonaltraine^butitwouldtft 
be the end of the world if I 
didn’t” 

fora few strides after toe 
last fence in toe VTOBamHill Na- 
tional Hunt Chase, it seemed 
that Nahtoen Lad had read 
the script, blit he could not find 
a final effort to take him past 
Betty's Boy and Island Chief, 


and finished only third. But 
Mrs Pitman does have a run- 
ner; Ginger Peat, in the County 
Hurdle on Thursday- the last 
race of the meeting. It will be 
a popular choice with punters. 

There will be a tearful part- 
ing from Aintree too next 
month. Pitman trained two 
Grand National winners, Cor- 
biere (1983) and Royal Athlete 
(1995), and also saddled Esha 
Ness, who passed the post first 
in toevmdNatimralof 1993. She 
is also tme of only two trainers 


to have a complete set of Na- 
tionals, in En gland, Scotland, 
Wales and Ireland. 

Mark Pitman was his moth- 
er's assistant until setting up as 
a trainer in his own right in 
1997. He plans to train about 80 
horses at Wfe&toercock House, 
mdudrng 35 recruits from his 
current yard. 

“Mother has been one „of 
the best-known people in toe 
game," he said. “She tran- 
scends racing and is known by 
every man and woman in the 


street She has always been 
straight and told the truth and 
those are her ideals. I hope HI 
be able to uphold them. I am 
going to be the captain of avery 
big ship and we won't be look- 
ing to bejust among toe best in 
Lamboum. We want to be 
among toe best three stables in 
the country.” 

After pausing to compose 
himself he added; “T shall give 
it my best shot and carry on the 
way mother wants me to. This 
is tbe end of an era. I have rid- 


THE JENNY 
PITMAN FILE 

Bom: Tl June, 1946; one of 
seven chicken in a Leicester- 
shire farming famBy. 

Early careen Left school at 15 
to work as stable girl for Chris 
Taylor. Married Richard Pit- 
man and bou^it a yard at Hh- 
ton Parva to train hunter 
chasers and port-to-pointem 
Re-married (to David Stait) in 
1997. 

First trainers’ licence: 1975. 
First winner under rules: 
Bonfctan at Southwe* on 25 Au- 
gust, 1975 

Cheltenham Gold Cup 
Chase winners: Burroygh Hi 
Lad (1984), Garrison Savannah 
(1991). 

King George VI Chase win- 
ner: Bur rough Hi Lad 0984). 
Grand National Handicap 
Chase winners: Corbie re 
(1983), Royal AtNeta (1995). 
Scottish National Handicap 
Chase winner. Witlslord 
(1995). 

Welsh National Handicap 
Chase winners: Corbiere 
(®8^ Burrough US Lad («83k 
Stearsby (1986). 

Irish Grand National Handi- 
cap Chase winner: Mudahim 
0997) 

Midlands National Hancfl- 
cap Chase vrirmers: Wsrafet- 
la (1977) wasftxd (1990) 

Other big winners: Bueche 
Giorod (Massey Ferguson 
Gold Cup 1980) Gainsay (Ritz 
Cfcjb Chase 1 987) Indefence 
(Supreme Novices' Hurdle 

1996) Master Tribe (Ladbroke 

1997) Wghty Mogul (Persian 
war Novices' Hurdle 1992) 
Mudahim (Racing Post Chase 
1997) Nahthen Lad (Sun AL 
fence Chase 1996) Princeful 
(Stayers' Hurds & Long Walk 
Hurdle 1998) 

1998: Awarded OBE for ser- 
vices to racing in the New 
YSarts Honours Hst 


den for mother; been her as- 
sistant trainer and we have 
been dosdy involved for a long 
time. If a door doesn't open she 
wfil try and open it politely. But 
if it still doesirt open she’ll kick 
it down.” 

Hie sturdiest door which 
Pitman pushed against was 
the one which insisted that 
training racehorses was a 
man's job. It was, inevitably, no 
match for her; and the many 
successful female trainers in 
Britain today are in her debt 


Newton abbot 

HYPERION 

1.55 TVue Fortune 2-25 Blue Biazor3J)5 Fleet- 
ing Mandate 3.45 Tight Fist 4.20 Purple Ace 

4.55 Ticket lb The Moon 5 JO Stretching 

GOING: Soft 

■ Lstt-tand, stain bomb with start run-in. 

■ Cora la N of town on A3KL Newton Abbot siafion 1m. 
ADMISSION: DfitBrsafis EM; Coiree ESL Accompanied under- 
18s fiee. CAR PARK: On rals E& remainder bee. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS; M Pipe 96-355 pm P Hobbs 53- 
ISO (284%! P McfNlle 35-153 P29%1 R Frost 28-250 004%) 

■ LEADWG JOCKEYS; A PlfcOoy ®e* (319%), R Dunareody 
43-128 (330%) J Froet 25-200 (B5%t C Maude 1B-1M (158%) 

■ FAVOURITES: 237-682 f*35%! 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: ifr Mad (vocred, 4M) 

|i eel A J BLACKLEH RENAULT AND EXELL 
1,00 1 ITCAP CHASE (F) £3,500 3m 2f 110yds 

1 ^2Fffi TRUE FtwnBCWVDataal atm RMdgarp)B 

2 P3F431 QU10W SIAfl (18) R AIwBH 8 HrJDIkM»(7) 

3 RFLBP ROCKT PARK (tS) B BaUng 1311 7 F Ktatay (7) 

4 06600 BRUSH OFF p2) Mss HKnlghf BED HArart 

5 OOBP-P COOLWEAIHBtpnNHBitallOQ — JRKerantfiB 

^Sdactaed- 

MMno might: TOtL BtetamSnp iwbta: tool Wtawatfiae. 
BETTWCt iVtOtae Faunae, 3-1 Caine Sta« Rocky Park, 2D-1 Brah 
Oft 25-1 Cool IMw 

FORM VERDICT 

CNtowi Star is *w one njmw h weta^tantatal race who 
ran lo ta best tat *na but ta Is vuheobla on the balance el Nb 
recent torn oft a 4b H0wr mjrtt TRIE FORTtME has pMd 
prospoca of beafrig Mm a these weights I back to wreathing 
obw to Na bed, and flioud 1 Mow iorm on hta tattwo mns, the 
marfltan trip Is a pfaustto «cuml 

\ 0 ~ 6 k] LITTLE CLOSE HANDICAP HURDLE 
1£^HJ (CLASS D) £4,000 added 2m 61 

1 23032 BHGHTHAME W ffl Ifcs S Bhanls 7 E 0 J) Bnnoefc® 

2 PE14 3 ACCOUNTANCY LADY (74) II flp* B H Tl GSuppb(3) 

3 flOOO «LM0UIHB«f(4I)(D|ELJmastlilflL_JRItain^ 

4 10354 aEBMITDBC0SSES(l1)BPrttta7t)E JIWWbwBB 

5 530481 THE IIBCIER (FH) W fO) Q Bdnaate 12 10 0 pefl — DSrOar 

6 5U2B22 BLUE BLAZER PB (BF) R Frail 9 CO —TOConnor (7) 

7 321 -SP LAfCtOHD J 1)0 ,._J tagM B 

Utrnrnw^WiLtiieUracspmglKVmM^maKBkaB^ 
or 9tf 7fci Laretad SH Sfe 

BETTING: 7J1 AcawUaBcy IMBto* Mm Wta, 7-1 

Febaouth Bay, S-1 Bagta Dei Cotsec, 12 BrtgM Rua*. 14 Laodtoni 

FORM VERDICT 

BLUE BLA2BI taita bail raoani tarm awwi Mowing far Ifebetig 
out at tie hardbsp anct prwan h these oondtkns, mw belta 
anawraaeappy-locroiQ cental Acco w tanqi Lady bite hlg 
irtnown jnaamuch BW ata wtaAI flw one lo tael cn tar b eat 
tarn bul has Juw one pJed n> nre to her name tlw seesai 

fon'c l HBB^CHALLAC03BEBC0FFFBaX3M 

^■^1 MAIDBI CHASE (R £3$00 2m 110yds 


1 40PM BENBPBflGBwlEftflllS JR Kwam tfi 

2 3B2*pi^btctotbiwbi^-— otratawpi 

3 a»4 RmMMAM«repi}JSMlW7Tia •’ “■BN 

4 PIP32P SPY DESSA (tfl A Nencomta ft 11 S P” 

5 4S48IPS7H>WLJNE(WRf«7n6-- -IftBN 

a ICLFCWD WAY f«3) T Gnorpa Bn 0 — — — — —.TJwta 

7 0tPV?-0UEH« CURATE |«2)UsE Scott S HO — SBuraugh 

-T tkla ri- 

BEmwa 84 8W Dun, sg Ftalkg Fflwr Pfah, 


FORM VERDICT 

FEVS1 PITCH has a chance on Ms LalceaiBrtonn and batai 

tobertFleWtogUandato. 

■ _ _ ■=! horses for courses handicap 
|3.45[ CHASE (E) WOOD added 2 m 5111 Oyds 

j S^g^SSSa’SSSt.V— jJEES 

2 T^flMrSrMiamiitosHKntttBiiS RfaraM 

l 

5 tfijax H miwfi ten a Hodaca B 2 .. 

6 KDOS mOMSEPfi' TO n C , F y ?S.^^ ” 2 ~C 

7 aJSoHBraLSIYiaiifilGa^nfl 5100 FlttanrPJB 

4 .7dadared- 


FORM VERDICT 

AtrickyranUoflKraaeMdonTH*! very often. VWi the Rost 
stotto canning bach to torm it coUd be worth ctanciig Bio vet- 
eran HOLD YOUR RANKS who has won sto Hues rani here 
and *Mt mi too body over an Inadequate 2m here tat momh. 

I* on I A J BLACKLER PEUGEOT PARTS 
H, ^ U I MAIDEN HURDLE (E) £3,000 2m 6f 

1 QP6P BABY LANCASTER (4qu GrflnB II 4 fllftWP) 

2 BALLOT BOX L &m* 7 II 4 SBunougb 

3 DPP BOBBY VIOLET (11) A Ju*£* 7 H 4 RFtata 

4 43B5P BR0NHAUnW(13)MaBVMhg8TI4 E Byrne 

9 «X» CYPHRAnB (715) D Mr* B 114 J UoglordfT) 

6 Q/P1-0 DACELO (FH) (B) H Horn B tt 4 Ur P Fly™ (7] 

7 2-203 HASIB(BAK(B) R Float B 11 4 JFhwt 

B -26540 LTOEFlXp^TGewofl? tl 4 TJoita 

5 OOP LABULA BAY (43) C Poptam 5 II 4 OtaHtaP) 

tl 2000 NAKHN.fO)NMHBBTI4 DO"SNBwm(7) 

11 -3FWD PURPLE ACE {21} N Gambe 7 II 4 JRKwanagh 

■a FW »CnmLASS{W)SOfct)t)13 GStartto(5) 

V 65 BORDBITRADER(3S)J8Uqo« 41)9 J Magee 

-ISdedared- 

BEITOft 64 Purpla An, M LTdTOx, 6-1 Kntai BW, 10-1 KNM, 12-1 
BranbaAow. BmAt Itadafi 16-1 Dacato, 25-1 ofiwre 

FORM VERDICT 

Rapla Ace has the farm to «*i thb on tat years etarta but the 
worry about Ita alp and also ta ounem tom atar a moderate 
season ewer fences makes hhi worth taking on LTDHTXaoys , 
wel and Is in reoogresNW lom\ so is nrtai^ialy preferred. 

I a ceT TOTNES AND BRIDGETOWN NOVICE 
I"- 00 1 HUNTER CHASE (H) £2,000 2m 5f 11 Oyds 

1 1PW CONTRADICT (SguWMEMggB 12 3 JBn 5 GNifanl (7) 

2 432U2 JUSTBERTpS) PSctaBsUBCS. J* P SeUBaU (3) 

3 RPffll JUST HAIBEE (2S) B HiS7 123 Mr P Rycn (7) 

4 P21PP KING OF CARO p5) ChartaSmkhn B3^_l*WSmih[7) 

5 W32 IIAACHHG HAROLBS (13| (BH G Bom B 12 3 

UrTGfcneyp) 

B 43-353 MOSSBE p5) Mbs 0 Cob t> 12 3 Mr JM Pitahart (3) 

7 36P-S2 MR HAD (25) Me 0 Honar T CS Mr P Hemr (7) V 

B P4P« NO MORE MCE GUY (25) DTmer 11 123 _lfca A tand (7) 

9 FBMF POOH STICK (16J) HFnd9T23 MfrAItttanrthg) 

V BUZZ RASTO HAN (11) J Heart 11C 3 Ur K Head (7) 

II PP40 SNOWSMLL5HAKER(2)AKnjQhl1)B3 JlrCRWiMerp) 

B P-OOUU ALSKA(FR5(12) PSaihauteBT1 12 

UtaWSouthcornbem 

13 22F1-S FUWB MARIA tiqJSPaptarth 81TB MrCHenrd (7) 

14 2221-3 RCKETTO THE MOON (TO (BF) Un J Seed 8 n 12 . — 

taAFenml 

-Mdactaad- 

BETTMGiMlilantaig Merqta, 92 Itata Mm, 9-1 Jta But, tt-1 Ur Had, 
flying Merta. TIcM To The Noon, 14-1 No More Mob 20-1 eBwra 

FORM VERDICT 

MARCHMG MARQUIS tasstom enouE* to **i aamel hmlerV 
ctaae and He easier qpportnty aflanli a good opeHng Ftade 
Man b nun reepected against him 

|c Jaftl COME GREYHOUND RACING H’CAP 
°- Ju l HURDLE (F) £2/400 2m If 

1 DOG MPBRFECTA(3^(CD)RFiMi61ll) T O’Connor (7) 

2 D2P8 OPTB«ST1CTHB*(Bip23TQwgB5Tl7 .T Jinks 

3 20448 A1NARA (7^(0) R Hodges T 113 DOSdtanp) 

4 33363 MGH IDtf (USA) (13) (CD) I Joes 11 il 2 JMogtanl(7) 

3 P0011 CHAM£ CHANG Oil (P)BIM)infini_ONcRMinB 

9 0BS421 STRETCHNG (27) (D) A Judea 608 mhR$dMi(7) 

7 00030 BROOKSE (11) RCtaaHVO MAham 

-7dadarad- 

BErnUG:2-1 Ctarito Ctang, 3-1 Hgfc Le% 5-1 HrRaAKtt, 6-1 Opll- 
nUolNfliet 7-1 Afcoipa, IM Stretching, IB-1 Braotada. 

FORM VERDICT 

CHARLIE CHANG Is in ciadkhg tarn * prasani and dwpta the 
ttaki the weights, k worth fglowng in a race wt*ch is lewitan 
compoHim 

■ SedgefieWs first mefiting taace three horses were 
kiDed there last monto man horrific acadeflt caused 
bylwisesnumIngl(»sewasa)JiipletedwitiKnrttai> 
rigntypgtprrto y Tton flirt hr»r mtr4mTffnt pr«n<i have beep 


RACING RESULTS 


CHELTENHAM 
Qofrig: Good to Soft (Soft to places) 
2JW. Cam tDyds Supreme NoutoaV Hurdta) 

1. HORSLALOI IlL A P McCoy 0-2 

2. Joe Mac C O’ Dwyer 8-1 

3. Arctic Fancy WMaraton B8-1 

Also ran: Tl-4lm CarcSnnl HI (unsealed 
rider). 5-1 The Fly (pulled up). 10-1 
Cotonel Itagor (41fi). 2tM UMtar Or WNqh 
OHIO. 25-1 AI Gong (9Hi), Auetalor (IIMij, 
Prormwnt Proda ( 12 th). Ricardo (6tm, 
40-1 Hoh Invader flfirfi). 50-1 Parted 
Venue (8th). Rathtowm Prince (toll), 88-1 
Brawn Lad (15th). Sflence Rstons filth), 
200-1 Cartys Quad (13th). 250-1 Capper 
Stal (18tn), Sen Suu (17th). Treasure 
Ctad (14th). 

20 ran. 17, 7, nh, 8; nh, ’A, 2, fi Vs 3. nk. 
VU. 20; 4, 2’A. 13, 2'fc (VMrrw bay ge«- 
tng by Cyborg out at Oufmassenoe 01, 
trained by M tope at WeSnoton for Pad 
Groon) Tote: £420; ClflO. E2&1 E170Q DF: 
CBAG CSF: £2396. Trtcast £Wt5a 




(Winner brawn getting by Atxontkm ou 
of Fourth Dnm, tratoed by P MchoM at 
9iepton Mant for E Gutner & M Krysztoi- 
ak RactoaL TbHC CBTO*. £34(L £440, £230 
DF: £S5M CSP SX&B5. Tncasfc CVi564a 





SEDGERELD 
Going: Soft 

22S: 1. DOCKMAS1BR (Rfctartl GubM) M; 
2. Kakeshda 9-2; 3. tTAlbUy Sbeet 9-2 
13 ran. R 20 OAss Kan man Mddetam) 
TtaK £660: te3a OM. HOI DF: C343Q 
CSF: SWIG Trtceac £17070 
3J» 1. HEAVY WSTLER (C UcCormacfc) 
B-T1 lav; 2. Emperor's Magic 9-1 ; 3. Fryup 
SateBRe 5-L 8 ran. 5. 1 'b.(l Howard Jofm- 
aon. Craoto. IbtK Cm £120 £16a £200 
DR £6X1. CSF: cemi 

335: 1. CATHEDRAL BELLE (G Lflrt 1-5 
tom 2. ne i l l ft ailing 10 - 1 : 3- Penny Pep- 
- ' t (MrsMReve- 


33- 1 14 ran. a dsL (Mrs 
utA. Urto: EMO: Cua CLi 


ley. Snltburn) Tcto: CMO: C 
□k £2611 CSF: £346 
4.15: 1. RIVER UNSMON | 
tout 2. Nossm 7-2: 3. Back 


arhar) H-B 
IB-1 8 nan. 


mmmmm 


3JS:(3m if Natarol rtri Handicap Ctaae) 

1. BETTY'S BOV iN UKStenaoo 25-1 

2. totand ChM B Storey 10-1 

3-NaMtaflLad R Dunwoody2S-1 

4.Macgeorge A Uagulra IM 

Alas ran: 4-1 lav Kadou Nonenteto (lefl). 
71-2 Slap On Eyre (pufled up), 10-1 ran- 
dom Harvest (9th). 71-1 Santa Concerto 

a 12-1 Ceflng wad Ham. Eulogy 
16-1 Earthmttver (puBed up), King 
(5th). 20-1 JKhto (8th), Unguktod 
MtaM (tohf. 33-1 tone Thyne (puBed up), 
tomartxla (bulled up). 50-1 DomSamoini 

(pufled up), Stare Party (reftaad). 
18rara5;42 , A.4,aR17*.adi8t(W&»- 
nar bay galOng by CatakO out of Oocant 

Lady, (rained by K Belay at Upper Lam- 
bourn tor T Benfield and W Brown) Tbta 

£3620: C4.7CL C 2 A 0 , ca«, £aea df: 

£26630 CSF: E2BSOMCMC ESfiSOSL TH- 
tecta: £634520. 

430: CJm if Mm Mir Amateur Heap Ctase) 

1.C83TC GIANT Ur B Gteon 20-1 

2. TM Tin Nlppar Jlr K O^uRlrao 18-1 

3. OremU Lad Ur P Flynn 25-1 

4. Strang Tbl Mr L Jetlocd 33-1 

Also rac 8-1 tar Llnderb Lotto (toll). 15-2 
Scotton Green (6th). 8-1 OWonbrought 
down. 11-1 Wbndartng Lkjhl (13th), 14-1 
Shanogany (10th), Time ror A Aai n2th), 
16-1 ATThe Acres (puBed up). Cab On Tar- 
ge: (llth), Ridwadfred (brought down), 
20-1 hDuth rah). Stang Ctatontm nth). 
26-1 Cartrtnord Gale (unseated rider), 
Eloute (tw), Frazer tetond (brought 


down). Derail 
Stanmore (puth 
(MQ. 


151). Time 


fortunately they were notneeded. PnAasters laid a 


SSSSSm oS»5»M M-tog. 33-1 Maple Dta» 


terday Five members of the Newaslte Animal Right 
CoaBHop the en t rance to foe ctrorse for an 

hour and a half in a peaceful demonstration- 



tJ, 2a (J Howard Johnson. CraoM. Tbta: 
£230: riSX £150 F2.H0 DF: £311 CSF: 
W« T He— t: £3894. 

4-50: 1. TRADE DISPUTE (Mr G Tuat] 5-4 
tov; 2. HBrautown Lass 3-1! 3. Oromoro 
Dream M-1 14 ran. fitE TusrL Thtoc 
£200; £W £220, £340 DF: C2BQ CSF: 

Sifla 

5^0: 1. JARAAB (B Hardna) 8-1; 2. Orta 
Lad B-l: 3. Camden Fallow O-t 12 ran. 
7, 1'fc. (Denys Srtbh, ESehap Auchhnd).lblK 
£2060; £460 £250 £140 DF: (1st or 2nd 
erith any altar) £3300 CSF: £8153 Ttaatt 
CS57B&. Mt Accyatan. 

Ptacepot £1720 QuratoottESn. 

Place R £2503 PtaceS: £854 

SOUTHWELL 
Going: Standard 

145: 1. KING PRUMJR totoe) tFl; 2. laag- 
Icsl Shot 3-1 tar, 3. Torn 20 - 1 10 ran. I'K 
shta. M FttotonV Tbta MMO; £240 ElflO 
BIG DF: ^30 CSF: £3766 Tricast 
£565.70 

2.15: 1. NANY*8 AFFAIR (G Outfield) tl-B; 
2. Carrie Pooler Even toir; 3. Abtaa! i4-i 
8 ran. I'fc- ^ (Str Meric RrescotQ. Tbta £170; 
£110 EIDfl, ££30 DF; £160 CSF: £30Q 
2Jn1-KAY^CRACXra(FNQr1ore B-1; 

2. HBzah 4-1 Jt ta^; 3. 1Vw> On The Brhtoe 
TO -1 4-ijt fav BBy Boo 18 ran. Vs 12 (6 
Qurr! TMb: £040; £3flQ, £130 £3uSO DF: 
£2490. CSF: £52.17 NR: Monaco GokL 
32&1. SHARP SCOTCH (RFtOtorlcfc) 4-1; 
2. UidahadMh B-1 ; 3. Without mends a-l 
flita. 7-4 in Square (4th), I’tafDCar- 


ronTbfo:£440; Cm £1% £im DF: £B9Q 
CSF: £2915 Tncast £17934. 

44)5: 1. SWIFT (K FWon) 11-2; 2. Mr 
Fortywtok* 20-1:0 Noukari 10-L 7ran. Be 
tar &e«n Bopper Mh). \ 7 . MPoi^ubL 
Tbta OT5; Eam £640 DF: £2240 CSF; 
CB99& 

4jJa 1 . DANKA (14 Fenton) 18-1; 2. State 
Approval 1-S ter. 3. Goldstar 33-1 5 ran. 
0 n (K ComartoitO. Tbta £2560; C36G £«1 
DF: £430 CSF: £B04. Mt MoorasMna, 
6.15: 1. MFTYNORMAN (Aiax Greme^ 2-1 

tar, 2 . Polar iNsnS-l; 3. Samnr 14-1 is 

ran. Y*. I'fc (D NSchoto! Tbta £270; Ctflo, 
£640 £250 . DF: £6660 CSF: C36SO Th- 
cast £37057. NR; Bold Rmratoc 
Ptarepot 05220 Quadpot E2BB0 
Piece 8: £ 3*603. Place S: £8738 
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El G-RACE FIELD 


FOR the tens of thousands of 
| Irish punters who have tur ned 

h " Cheltenham and its snrrouhd- 

ings into County Gloucester- 
shire, even Istabraq’s victory 
, yesterday was merely a re- 
hearsal Today - St Patrick’s 
j Day, by a happy co-incidence, 
is when the serious business be- 
| -gins, as Alexander Banquet 

\ and, above all, Nick Dundee 

carry fortunes into batfle&r the 
visitors. Ireland is booming 
just now, but defeat for both of 
j today’s great hopes might just 

tip the economy into reces- 
sion. 

| Such is the burden of hope 
attached to Nick Dundee in 
> particular that the Queen 

Mother Champion Chase, in 
theory the feature event of the 
second day almost feels like one 
of thesupporting events. Yet it 
arguably offers punters their 


by Greg Wood 


best chance of the afternoon to 
find a winner at the sort of price 
that makes the effort seem 

worthwhile. 

And effort is certainly need- 
ed, for if the race were a hand- 
icap. several of the runners, 
including the main fancies, 
would be rated within a few 
pounds of each other Not many, 
though, have the scope for im- 
provement which will probably 
be the difference between suc- 
cess and faflure. The ones who 
do are Call Equiname, Edredon 
Bleu and possibly Hill Society 
who is by some way the out- 
sider of the three. 

AD that seems to prove, how- 
ever; is that both punters and 
bookies have short memories. 
Call Eqinname quickened wen 
to win the Victor Chandler 


Chase in January, but a hand- 
icap under list 31b is not the 
same as a championship race 
at the Festival. Edredon Bleu, 
meanwhile, may find that the 
ground conditions are not quite 
in his favour Neither deserves 
to start at such a skinny price. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Easter Ross 
(Cheltenham 3.15) 

NB: Dr Bones 
(Cheltenham 5.05) 

HiH Society (Z35) is no cer- 
tainty but he does at least have 
a Eking for Cheftenham. He was 
touched off in the final stride of 
the Arfcie Dophy last year; and 
ran well at the meeting in 1997 
too. Like another Irish horse, 
Klairon Davis, who won the 
Arkle and Champion Chase in 


successive years, he may save 
his best form for Cheltenham 
in the spring. At around 8-1, it 
is a chance worth taking. 

The favourites for the Cham- 
pion Chase are easy to oppose, 
but it is much harder to find a 
reason to doubt Nick Dundee 
(3.55). The drying ground is a 
slight worry but Eddie O’Grady 
hfc trainee feeb that “he will get 
away with good ground”, and m 
every other respect, he looks a 
champion in the twnlring 

“He’s the best novice chas- 
ea-rve ever bad," CGradysfiys- 
“He arrived at my yard with an 
extraordinary reputation con- 
sidering he had onty won a 
h nmpgrand a pemt- to- pomt. Hr 
was like a crossword puzzle 
with a lot of blanks, but gradu- 
ally we’re fining in the odd one 
here end there. He's gifting 
cleverer at his fences, and he 


has a wonderfu l cruising speed. 
That's his strength, he can 
cruise and jump.” 

It should be more than 
enough to get Nick Dundee - 
home, but life will be more dif- 
ficult for the other Irish banka; 
Alexander Banquet At least 
three of his British rivals, Bar- 
ton, Behngan and Bash Re- 
mark, could be good enough to 
beat him, and while Barton 
has run up an impressive se- 
quence in the north, the value 
bet must be BEHRAJAN (nap 
2 .00), whose only defeat in four 
Outings this season came at the 
hands of Hors La Loi HI, who 
trotted away with the Supreme 
Novices’ Huriite yesterday 
Polar Prospect (next best 
3.15) has had plenty of racing 
this season, bat he seems to 
thrive on hard work, and put up 
one of his best performances of 


the season when second in a 
handicap at Ascot last month. 
He is a very five outsider at 
around 25-Lfar theCoral Cup, 
While Sounds Like Fun (5.05) 
will surety go dose in the MDd- 
may of Fiete. 

. The only other race worth 
considering from a punting 
point of view 'is the Bumper; 
which will be one of the most 
popular contests of the entire 
meeting with the Irish backers. 
As <™r| tftP. writing rhaUpng p 
will be strong, and includes 
Alexander Pnze, who will at- 
tempt to give WUhe Mullins 
his fourth successive win in the 
race. Bfllverdin too wifi take 
some stopping, but for one the 
race may stay at home. Martin 
Pipe believes that Golden 
Alpha (5.40) is best bumper 
horse he has trained, and he is 
a very hard man to argue with. 



Charlie Swan and Istabraq pass the winning post to tumultuous acclaim from the crowds in the Cheltenham Festival stands yesterday 


David Ashdown 


O’Brien the all-conquering hero 


IT TAKES a proper crack to 
open up the absurdly serious 
young face of Aidan O’Brien. In 
victory or defeat, he always 
manages to look like a man 
who's just mislaid his wallet 
Standing self-consciously on 
the victory rostrum, with JP 
McManus and Charlie Swan, 
O'Brien broke into a rare smile 
to acknowledge a chorus of 
Irish voices which broke 
through the mayhem of the 
winners’ enclosure. 

Commemoration in song is 
the ultimate accolade for any 
Irish champion and. in just 
under four minutes of blister- 
ing action. Istabraq had more 
than earned his tribute. 

“We've had Monksfield, 
Night Nurse and Dawn Run 
Danoli and Derrymoyle. But 
they'd find it hard to beat this 
one Istabraq from BaHvdoyte." 

Words by Maurice Curran 
and Garry Lyons of Dublin, to 
be sung to a traditional Irish aic 
Inspiration courtesy of a swag 


bagfuB of bookmakers cash and 
a few beers on a recent flight 
back from San Francisco. 
Istabraq . from Ballydoyle. 
There was never much danger 
of the words being wasted at 
Cheltenham yesterday. “Billy 
Bunter could ride tins one,” 
Charlie Swan had told Maurice 
Curran at Leopardstown re- 
cently. They had won a hatful on 
him last year at 3-1 and piled 
into the odds on offer yesterday 
until the bookmakers realised 
the error of iheir ways and sent 
him off the shortest price 
favourite for the Champion 
Hurdle for 45 years. “Cause he 
won't be passed when he’s 
jumped the last, Istabraq from 
Baflyctoyie.” 

But there was more to the tu- 
multuous welcome Istabraq re- 
ceived than could be recorded 
in rhyming couplets . Dawn Run. 
and Jonjo O'Neill raised the roof 
when he completed the double 
of Champion Hurdle and Gold 
Cup. little Monksfield galloped 


Another pulsating Champion 
Hurdle victory thrusts an 
equine idol from Ballydoyle into 
the realm of legend and song. 
Andrew Longmore reports 


his way into the fretwork of 
Cheltenham history and Dano- 
li, though just short of the top 
class, and his country trainee 
Tom Fbley, became the unwit- 
ting symbol of Ireland’s eques- 
trian genius. But Istabraq is 
different His pedigree is aris- 
tocratic, his owner one of the 
richest men in Ireland and his 
trainer plies his trade from a 
purpose-built equine palace. 
IBs claims to democracy stem 
from the pocket and there can 
be no broader constituency. 

A year ago, Istabraq was 
running for the health of the Ex- 
chequer and those whose for- 
tunes had been made greeted 


him in the usually raucous 
fashion. Yesterday, the bid was 
more noble than another 
snatch and grab raid on the 
bookies' satchels. “Ready to 
join the greats,” the morning 
headline read. As the familiar 
green and gold colours moved 
nonchalantly onto the heels of 
the early leaders, every pow- 
erhouse stride propelled 
Istabraq further into exalted 
realms and the crowd, mindless 
of the betting slips in tbeir 
pockets, responded to the 
thrilling sight of a champion’s 
crowning with a robust sim- 
plicity. Swan raised an index fin- 
ger to denote what most had 


known long before and a green 
scarf was hurled high into the 
blue Cheltenham sly. 

In truth, the real danger 
came not from the other 12 
horses in a field reduced to trot- 
ters long before the final burst 
up the hDL but the weight of the 
history books and the threat of 
a ricked neck for Swan, who 
twice before the final flight 
flicked a disdainful look at the 
stragglers behind. There had 
been brave talk of revenge 
from French Holly’s connec- 
tions, reduced to nothing more 
than paper talk once Swan had 
set 6*dl for home two flights out 

The statistics will tell you 
that Istabraq is the first suc- 
cessful defending champion 
since See Ybu Then, who won 
three in a row in the 1980s, but 
the more disconcerting truth 
for prospective English chal- 
lengers is that the seven-year- 
old’s best might stfifl be to come. 
In that whispering way of his, 
O'Brien had been warning us 


about it for a while. His one 
worry- and his fresh face does 
not betray many sleepless 
nights - was that Istabraq’s 
gathering speed might some- 
how impede his stamina. It 
was the slenderest of threads 
on which to hang any coherent 
opposition and the bookmakers 
knew it The weighing-room 
had given up long ago. 

In the post-race interview, 
McManus, Swan and O’Brien 
mumbled sweet nothings into 
the microphone, though inner 
em o ti on s must have run high. 
“I lmrst pay tribute to Aidan and 
everyone else back at Bally- 
doyle about how well Istabraq 
always looks. Whenever I see 
him, at home or on the gallops, 
he never has a hair out of 
{dace,” McManus said in a rare 
burst of eloquence. They have 
no real need to sing Istabraq's 
praises. Others have taken care 
of that “Ihr he’s our hero from 
old Ireland, Istabraq fromBal- 
tydoyle.*’ 


Lord of the River set to deliver 

flies high 


IN JUNE 1996 an unbroken 
four-year-old gelding by Lord 
Americo entered the sale ring 
at Fairyhause. His destiny was 
going to be decided in the next 
three minutes. 

He was an attractive horse 
with correct conformation and 
a reasonable pedigree. He 
walked quietly around the stage 
of this circular theatre oblivious 
to the importance of the noise 
from the rostrum. After a sus- 
tained battle between Irish 
trainer Arthur Moore and agent 
Keith Lewis the hammer fell at 
80,000 guineas. He left the ring 
as the most expensive store 
horse to be sold in the British 


Jamie Osborne, who has joined the Independent’s 
writing team at Cheltenham, looks ahead to the 
races in which he hopes to ride today. Osborne was 
taken to hospital yesterday for x-rays on his right 
hand after his mount, Kadou Nonantais, fell in the 
William Hill National Hunt Chase. He was having 
physiotherapy Last night and the course doctor will 
decide this morning whether he can ride today 
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Isles that year. Quite a burden 
on such young shoulders. The 
horse had never been ridden, 
let alone galloped. He had 
never jumped, nobody knew 
the size of his engine nor the 
willingness of his brain. 

Sales poppers rarely prow to 
he the best racehorses. Thke 
Sheikh Mohammed's 102m dol- 
lar yearling purchase he named 
Snafi Dancer. The horse didn’t 
possess sufficient ability to see 
a racecourse so he was retired 
to stud on|y to be found to be in- 
fertile. This poor gelding didn’t 
even have that option. Howev- 
er, Brian Stewart-Brown signed 
the cheque, sent the horse to 
Oliver Sherwood and named 
him Lord Of The River. 


Today, the same horse faces 
the biggest test of his fledgling 
career. He has proved this sea- 
son to be worth every penny of 
his lofty price-tag haring won 
the Feitham and Reyncddstown 
Chases. He possesses a big en- 
gine and an amazing will to win. 
His jumping, which was slight- 
ly awkward in his first few 
chases, has improved rapidly in 
the past couple of months. His 
confidence has grown and his 
form has become stronger. 

Today you wfll see him at a 
peak and I am confident that he 
can dent Nick Dundee's high 
reputation and put himself in 
line for the Millennium Gold 
Cup. 

Brian Stewart-Brown also 


owns Ask Tbm my ride in the 
Queen Mother Champion 
Chase. This horse was bought 
privately after finishing sec- 
ond to Suny Bay in a fmir-year- 
old point to point in Waterford 
six years ago. 

He has proved a great ser- 
vant to his fearless owner. Sec- 
ond In this race two years ago 
he ran badty last year after suf- 
fering a training setback. An- 
other injury has restricted him 
to just one race this season 
when he was well beaten by 
Celibate at Newbury. Today he 
will strip much fitter and can- 
not be left out of calculations in 
what looks a very open race. 

After a slow startto the sea- 
son Paul Webber's horses have 


hit a rich vein of form. He pro- 
vides me with two rides today 
and both have a chance of win- 
ning. 

Frosty Canyon, my ride in 
toe Bumpeq has the unusual 
distinction of being the son of 
a previous Cheltenham winner 
His dam, Rose Ravine was a 
Fulke Walwyn -trained ultra- 
tough winner of the Stayers’ 
Hurdle. Her son has inherited 
her staying power and in a 
race where stamina is a must, 
this horse holds a great each 
way chance. 

Hob Express cannot claim 
the same (amity links to toe Fes- 
tival. Himself a winner of a List- 
ed race on the Flat in Gmnaqy. 
his dam won three races as a 
two -year-old. His breeder cer- 
tainty (fid not have the Chel- 
tenham Festival m mind when 
planning the mating but despite 
that he has taken wdl to fences 
and could be a handicap snip in 
the Mfldmay of Flete Handicap 
Chase. 

Jamie Osborne is carrying toe 
logo cfTke Independent on bis 
brvediesamiCiMnr throughout 

the Cheltenham Festival 


Celtfc Giant wbStS 20- T_ 
Winner Tor Hyperion kr -. 
yestenfoyVKIra Muir 
ChaseatChehenftam^ 


O Qcl QUEEN MOTHER CHAMPION CHASE 
(Grade 1) (A) £170,000 added 2m £38,600 

-OMHHd DufftBoiiwwnT 

ftre lfa l v nB ffwMAvfe WAlagm faift toOdbarti Qua Op«ttCftMi 

MftatafffottgitoBadtLftsitaii Jj wata i o draoagWMi-BtangpBaflh 
toOmU*ihaje0n»ttwOmfaQnaw»Cwertani»itpE^ 
Suaiqe'faMtet(«MrfeaB»tiEtwin«Mg«H'n)^QHicBn]»BOana 
S|Mamtumcst(faVpQintnanMmppaB8nadftiaMksetemn 
lie on NJoptn Hi bottom 

- GotogV Mama y Jiatatag V Raftag MO 


nn-1 CALL EQUHMff fE3) (CD)9)WCst JIARtgMM 

(knell (faun, P Barter & CLmkRsmr P Nrfnb 

Meta Gh w faHwd a p One 

Shsgwi wrufap Om at Chtarfm (bn gM& 

SuMi^UBUraced Jested leg soittS bUwyuaaM tendapetneat Won 
Vtekr Chanter Gteseh gsna dyto ha bees rffcr Meat B» sUgas Ism ml 
rad* bupbnD taueflfa ha ttyeoJMl 

Going V Jumptagy Rpflng IS 
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3 «Z35 CBJBSrep3)tCD)awTM 

rOsmr SBntad Bratgepmaedfa Mk c Mm 
Fan? fell m Ml B tedMuBgan ty 2b hngfa «i Gome Spri One* M Nsw- 
tuy^gMba^nv^Mp^nfanfi^faofatMioCalEqdname 
hw&CtedarHmic^ Chan rt tampion good b soft 
BunrayS« i l i a Hiuy cta*er»toefr part ten apaart Pul ipaapfav 
dUpartxnencs lutttra UlniionntfVMi&imfttoteyana SM0I 
Hi iam hate no n w n u n placed** 

Gbtofl*' Dttacik' JnmfAng v' Raflng OT 
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OePflcCu iU rw Watt 


Uyofiat. 
cTEatarty 


-LWycr 


Rm&crt^aadaacnndtolto^KiTflhih ma ilfait t iiifapChmeaMM g - 

by&n4nOyd&gao4ftMUly2l I mg lte a B wi ittaM Ciju I ttaii afltotefr 
IrkxM h Victor Chanter Karetsp Chess ettan^fen 0R flood*) sdl). 
8m»agyU«Utandfcyctamifo sen he Caaa BtouJ Ulted Ha ndcap Chase 
wlBiilim i—inlimilltTTmj*llmwJltiiiiiiiiMr»niiihi*iiil1ml 
leap led* (hedBBtj whan mtSsti* 

Qotog ✓ Man <kmptog ✓ Ming in 
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l-aot OBJECT ROUTE pSJ(D)8yoSa NMfcmeon 

Omac C Hboi Dakar JHoMnUdraon 

ta wB B w faUaBdiBMd’iftBiWLlMfclofaManM nWwbdiSoguCtesa e . , 
tftacct^aniyfrgDPAftaiiiouWl'AIgnnl taa aBrtttCMatan ClM l inoD i 
pmMxse}ln CssfiBiatiLiinted HEnd^>QwaeaVMntv^iix^ m* 

Sonnmr}: lip (tanonceitanr feast HMdiatnng good (acssdAMee and n*. 
Pu rii att a wiThBOMttiBy taws la bed cn ha rtn In the Tnjg Cm* Chaw a 1 " " 
Sardonn tu tste blood *aanl tat time end has had nnng pmfekra Etna. 

■ ■ - Ugd Utanv JtafaV MniW 
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' Orar J Lanfeltanac ll» H Krii^i 
Forne Meta litobadUandyB lUe barrtla^hBdjd^HBndiapChwa 
M SandoMR (&>v good| Pwiaaly heeded tat when tagHn second to Ofcad 

Recta In Ifaja Cndt loptiy Chaea a Sandonn prv ootxft 
Saentyt^deatadniring ctasac Vlbn RbwCcto^ Ctasd rtrtngdTi 
ianDtaelRoulBtita«Sa n d uniB»l i l*) tadtata H i iii iflla*lfttaOiUhBiBB- 
eadgood 90tad ha nul hoU any dma 

Going k' Dtam^ JnpngV Rdtagm 



7 MtC GRSN GREEK DSHn* (BQ (CQ Sjo ’B et JTtacd 

OnKitaATMitalMntaPNchcls- 
ItaiKUndfalDiyidaiiitaitiiDlBn^vsBCondlDliiiicanaLanpki&tairBi'- 
Jon Hnfeap Qtaa d Sandacn pn good to aefQ. Rataudy bati Ntdwia Star 
by S langlts ktJm Jod Hnfcap Chaad Hecfary (an it goodto eoflj. 

anoM^ UMUtankap dBtacnhi dWtUnMdcnrvBgoHBOMi wqp 
mdotlBn fed* ncWng ahen pul utarpaiwit Italy to Undtotayte company a 
t* hcMarNeliWgmd axldhwo enatMcy 

. Going i/ Otamoatf’ taftogV Rating TO* 
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Owner. P Oarwy 'Rtaav; N (Made (M) 

Am One paced iengft ted to PcpRon pb wema otffcxlsy) In NswVands Ctan 
et No* pn eOyd* nm nantaaly e torgtta ttdh ta Cal E^taama pb wne 
cfttxtay) kiMKta Chander Herdcap Chsae d tanvtcn f2n\ good to will 
SiMtaary: Riwer up in Adda Qwfcnp 'Scifal (Nnito^ Oosa hn tat seseaa 
dmd ta deeart conpBWttiawHar tut tda Bta W d dns tttawld mate 
m a good bat hen Ftadtty nesdi fatar end mates matamsfai 
Qohgy Dbtan? JngitagX R*gl2l 
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Owns: A ftW ItabHR R Dktai 
Ranc bary chnca tat and ran whanstaHwed aecond to &*» 'tactics in 
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tun ta MM biRsd Am IMed Hadbep Chut at Artree (an aalS 
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Gob*| ✓ Pl a ta i c u •? Jangfag ✓ HUng TZ7 
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{7fcbdB^x]a|f)taltawianH(uatandcspaaeaDancaear^nn]yd),9»lL 

Saeamy: H*d b Iha Meed One Itav h #* ran lad yea but has down Me 
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wsrdmxonhlsbasbiTCltacnnwBdHmmCTOlutf tbokdm. 
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11 WJUIGAH(32)(D)ayol222. 
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Oaran Lady Ham Dfaw: D Ndietaon 
Form Ia3 al^di to feu oof whan 2^ hnglh* second o Catana n Garw 
Oraai a rtai&iy pn i; gjod Btof®. BwAidjr W iw haetan tsak^/rsbimai 
fa hal a IroWi ti tandon Hem hkndite)^ wtaa d Donosta pin 10yd* (pod) 
Ssbisq: (add ctsser who ta maned to Ha bad lom hMy Hoam« needs 
to kipow a gu fistherlo hdd nuh dance hoe ad ta pipng hae Id ian ttam 
on nccasons toflB pest 

Going ✓ Dtatonca ✓ Jumping X RaBng ias 



12 3BR30P OR ROYAL (33) (CO) Byu ®st JlJataMn 

Onr D Johntta Titamr II 

Fomc Rttctatto oca ato pdtad ip aAe* tat h Game Sprt Ctaae a Nawtwy 
(anHgoodtoiidftftmiiiulyiWUtorttaacatadaladotfmRHeiUBnhUta- 
ed htandcap One dHqidock |tev sdQ. 

9«an*frinmriyus(ta(h»whowonltoAiVdaQalgngaltety(NnioeOBBB 
faB« ta WBpliithtabaca ii i in n dm goHr«idiiBKpWfaaandhtaieiusad 
e oca on ha tar two outhg*. teat be tantod »8h admoutoi 
Gatog ✓ M taw c a ✓ Juigtag? Retag nz 
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13 28SW mPA10M(l7m<P)ayued. 


Oanc MsJ LtoxvmlltawiThdnar TVMWi (W) 

Raw Lad tat when bung Opwarta by atagto m NaetondeOn d Naas pm 

sdtineitatoyltainliuadBdtwocuwhwidelBnaekutioftaUaFaBrfinHen- 

naawConcGdd OpOwsaattaapadtawm pr\ soft 

Samotay: Vtoa^* chnv win I* dfeefive (ram two tniu n data end a irf mb* 

toga odfamia pwaartimpoed*|tetatapBCBPwinett«dehnoalnBwtay 

Going ✓ Jmptng ✓ MtogUB 
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BETTWGsM Cal^tatana. 10030 Ediadon Baa, Ml Diract Houta, 7-1 HB SodatK 9-1 
Ask Teen, 10-1 Cdtoata, 19-1 tactaatnfl, 20-1 HUBgan. Raplton, 33-1 OrReyd, SO-1 Cuni- 
brtan Oadanga, tAaan Oman DaaaiL Lord Dmcal 
BBS; One Man to 12 0 B tarteg 7-2 (G ndadd B ran 

Designed and compted ty fan Dmfes 
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THE FLAG that was fluttering 
boldest yesterday may have 
been the Irish tricrioc fait there 
was also victory for another 
p enn a nt Flagship UberaBes, in 
toe stars and stripes of Amer- 
icans Michael and Elizabeth 
Krysztofiak, took the ArkieTbo- 
phy ending Paul NkhollS’s bar- 
ren run at the FestxvaL It was 
a first professional win at toe 
meeting for Joe Tizzard. 

Success has oame more con- 
sistently for Martin Pipe and 
Tony McCoy. The former is 
now level with Vincent O’Brien 
on 23 Festival winners- follow- 
ing the win for Hors La Loi JJ1 
in the opener. Only Tom 
Dreaper on 26 stands ahead of 
him. For McCoy it was a fourth 
consecutive Festival win. Hors 
La Loi m was priced at 7-1 by 
Ladbrokes for next year’s 
Champion Hurdle. 

■ The crowd of 46,470 was a 
record for the opening day. 


Professional punter 

SIMON ‘DODGER’ McCARTNEY 


CHARLIE BROOKS, 
the former trainer; 
has told me that 
BARTON is toe 
best horse he ever 
had and I know 
Simon Sherwood 
would have loved to 
have kept him 
when he took over 
Brooks's yard. 

Barton is with Tim East- 
erly now and has been so im- 
pressive this season, 
particularly at Doncaster, 
that I thinkhe should win the 
opening Royal &SunAliiance 
Novices' Hurdle. 

My friends in Ireland tell 
me that HIIX SOCIETY has 
been laid out for toe Queen 



Mother Champi- 
on Chase. He has 
not been running 
badty this season, 
bull expect him to 
leave this term’s 
form well behind 
this afternoon and 
he should be a 
good value bet 
Finally, my 
Irish contacts tell me that 
NICK DUNDEE is a world- 
beater and cannot be opposed 
in the Royal & SunAIliance 
(Novices') Chase. 

He could have run in the 
Gold Cup tomorrow but sen- \ 
sibly his connections have 
decided to take this easier op- 
tion instead. 


CHELTENHAM WEATHER 


Tbday: Any overright fog w9 dear Tomorrow; A fresher day, wllh the 

qA*iy,t 0 befotowBdbyadryand tempera&roiitfkejy to rise above 12 
sumy day. ft shoidd be warmest degrees. After a doudy start thera 
day of the year so far, with the tam- should be some sunny spate, al- 
peratue rising to 16 or 17 degrees, though there b a chance of rain later 
ttv»s be more humid than of lata in the day. 




1989 90 91 9Z9394 95 96 87 08 

of tha tavouftaE 1 12 1 3 F 1 3 5 6 

Wtoner** pteci In boatoff 11 0 1 3 3 1 0 0 3 

Statlhnj-prk**: 7-4 H-10 9-1 W 11-1 4-1 5-2 9-1 9-1 T-2 

Wlnwro’egn: 896 857 871010 

Praflt or Ion Id £1 stakte Favourttet +£035 S«eo«l Fevotritaa -Ettoo 

Pww«UBe of wlnnar* ptocod 1st. 2nd or 3nt tn test nco: 90 

Short*«-pricsd nfanen Fteirittenoe Man tl99Q mens 

Longest -priced Wfaner Deep SBnsaflon (S93) n-i 

Toptratnsrw D£ksworth - BainfareoK Again (889 & WO) 
D Nchcfeon - vadna FBOsWp (894 ft-S95) 


O 


+ 


: i 


r 


s 


! 




